
Contents

Acknowledgments    ix

List of Acronyms    xiii

Introduction: The Calculus of Restitution in Brazil    3

Part I—Amnesty as Recourse, 1890s–1910

Prologue: Two Admirals    19

1. Linking Restitution to Amnesty, “Even though Superfluous,” 

1890s    26

2. Amnesty as Penalty: An Inversion in the 1895 Law    44

3. The Shame of Amnesty: Black Sailors in Revolt, 1910    61

Part II—The Bureaucratization of Amnesty, 1930s–1940s

Prologue: The “Institution of Grace”    83

4. Revolutionaries and Bureaucrats: Amnesty in the Age of Vargas, 

1930s    91

5. A Democratizing Amnesty under Renewed Repression, 1945–

1960s    110



Part III—Amnesty and Transitional Justice, 1979–2010

Prologue: What Got Written Down    133

6. Preempting an Inevitable Amnesty: Purges in Petrobras,  

1964–1985    141

7. Two Long Shadows: AI-5 and the Federal Police in São Paulo, 

1970s–2000s    167

8. Connected to Amnesty: From a Clandestine Life to the Inter- 

American Court of Human Rights, 1964–2010    189

Epilogue: The Política of Amnesty in Brazil    214

Notes    221

Bibliography    259

Index    277


