
I British West Indies

editor

Thomas C. Holt
University of Chicago

compiled by

Thomas C. Holt

Melinda Campbell
Chadds Ford, Pennsylvania

Jill Dupont
University of North Texas

Steve Essig
Chicago, Illinois

Lisa Lindsay
University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill

Timothy Scarnecchia
Washington, D.C.





Introduction 3

I N T RO D U C T I O N

Slave emancipation came to the British West Indies at a critical moment
in the history of slavery in the Americas. The preeminent world power
in the middle decades of the nineteenth century, Britain had intermit-
tently exerted its influence to interdict the slave trade. Likewise, when
it abolished slavery itself in the British colonies in 1833, Britain indi-
rectly brought pressure on others to follow suit. In addition, British
antislavery advocates influenced and supported abolitionists in other
nations—most notably in the United States—and their eventual success
encouraged renewed efforts elsewhere. They helped define abolition not
simply as an issue of moral rectitude but as the dividing line between
civilization and human progress, on one side, and the morally benighted
and the socially backward, on the other. Such convictions not only pro-
duced a sense of emancipation as one of the great divides in the course
of human history but also focused popular and governmental attention
on the minutest details of its progress and on its consequences. More-
over, British emancipation involved an interim period of apprenticeship
during which slaves freed de jure in 1833 would be prepared for com-
plete emancipation de facto in 1838. All of this stimulated an intense
examination of the evolution of free labor, of the evolution of free insti-
tutions, and of the fate of sugar cultivation.

Though the most intense period of this extraordinary attention was
the 1830s and early 1840s, the story of slavery’s destruction and its af-
termath continued to unfold well into the twentieth century. One might
well carry that story forward to colonial independence in 1962 or at least
to the beginning of the process of decolonization in the 1940s. We have
ended this bibliography in 1930, however, for the simple and pragmatic
reason that the labor unrest and political contestation during the years
of the Great Depression constitute an era deserving and requiring a bib-
liographic guide of their own.

For Anglophone readers, the British West Indian case is the most
familiar of the emancipation stories in the Americas; the editorial deci-
sions for this section reflect that judgment. Not only is there a large and
constantly growing secondary literature, but there are several good bib-
liographies of primary and secondary sources, of particular societies and
subjects, and even of other bibliographies. For one of our primary audi-
ences—beginning doctoral and graduate seminar students—a quick
entry into these resources (many of which are listed and annotated here)
is essential for defining and refining research topics and locating the
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most easily accessible resources for conducting research. The biblio-
graphic guides listed here provide access to an extensive listing of
sources on almost any relevant topic down to the early 1980s. Our an-
notated list of secondary works in turn, although by no means compre-
hensive or complete, gives convenient access to sources on most topics
and to historiographical debates about those topics as well. Students can
thus learn of potentially interesting subjects to research and get more
than a “good start” on relevant topics.

In the British West Indies section we have listed the most prominent
and accessible printed primary sources, but we have not annotated them.
The most voluminous and useful of these sources, perhaps, are journals,
descriptive accounts by travelers, and the political pamphlets issued to
protest or persuade contemporaries about various issues of the day. Of-
ten the very titles of the pamphlet literature convey a good sense of their
content and point of view. By their very nature, journals and travelers’
accounts—being episodic and impressionistic—are not well-served by
brief synopses. A researcher is likely to turn to them less for an objec-
tive account of developments than for their chance observations, the
revealing incident, or the striking personality the traveler encounters in
his or her journey. A separate, comprehensive bibliography of travel lit-
erature for Latin America and the Caribbean, by Thomas Welch and
Myriam Figueras, is listed in the bibliographies section below. Though
not itself an annotated bibliography, it provides quotations and other
descriptive material about its entries.

In our judgment the most important, and perhaps the most under-
utilized, printed primary sources for the West Indies are the British
Parliamentary Papers, and we have concentrated our attention on anno-
tating these. Although good finding aids exist for these documents, as
noted below, this is a case where the titles of the documents often do not
fully convey their content. Ostensibly generated to inform the legisla-
tive and oversight processes of Parliament, these papers consist of a
variety of materials. At their most basic they are the exchange of cor-
respondence between colonial governors and the Colonial Office, to-
gether with supporting documentation, like economic and population
statistics, field reports of various government agents, and the letters,
petitions, and testimony of planters, freedpeople, and other parties to
disputes. Occasionally there are special reports, especially those by Royal
Commissions, that provide an even greater abundance of systematic
documentation on population, politics, labor and economics, and social
life and conflicts. Given their importance, and their general accessibil-
ity, we have given extensive scope to the coverage and annotation of
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these documents. We believe that even advanced scholars will find this
section helpful in developing their research agendas. The British Parlia-
mentary Papers are available in printed or microform copies in many
university libraries and through interlibrary loan. The Irish University
Press has also issued a selected reprinting of the collection.

Thomas C .  Holt

B I B L I O G R A P H I E S ,  H I S T O R I O G R A P H I C A L  E S S AY S ,

A N D  I N D E X E S

1. Augier, F. R., and Shirley C. Gordon, comps. Sources of West Indian
History. London: Longmans, 1962. 308 p.
Consists of a collection of accounts selected from a variety of primary
documents and is intended primarily “for use in the senior forms of sec-
ondary schools” to illustrate and inform about various aspects of Car-
ibbean life and history. Includes sections on economic life, government
and politics, religion and education before emancipation, slavery and its
abolition, emancipation and apprenticeship, social conditions since eman-
cipation, and attempts at unification, 1831–1958. Indexed.

2. Barbados Public Library. Barbadiana: A List of Works Pertaining to
the History of the Island of Barbados; Prepared in the Public Library to
Mark the Attainment of Independence. Bridgetown, Barbados:
Barbados Public Library, 1966. 44 p.
Organized by subject, including descriptive historical accounts and sec-
tions on government and politics, social and economic themes, and edu-
cation. A mixture of both primary and secondary accounts with several
entries pertaining to the postemancipation period listed among citations
that precede and follow this period. Selected historical accounts are rel-
evant for postemancipation issues, and various government reports deal-
ing with early-twentieth-century economic issues are also included.

3. Blondel, Eaulin A., R. Annette Knight, and Margaret D. Rouse-Jones.
An Index to the Conference Papers of the Association of Caribbean
Historians, 1969 –1988. St. Augustine, Trinidad: University of  the
West Indies, 1989. 90 p.
This index begins with a “Historical Note on the Formation of the As-
sociation of Caribbean Historians,” includes both an author and a sub-
ject index to conference papers, and concludes with a list of the published
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conference papers. The latter includes papers on “Social Groups and
Institutions in the History of the Caribbean”; “Some Papers on Social,
Political, and Economic Adjustments to the Ending of Slavery in the
Caribbean”; and “Politics, Society, and Culture in the Caribbean.”

4. Boomgaard, Peter, and Gert J. Oostindie. “Changing Sugar
Technology and the Labour Nexus: The Caribbean, 1750–1900.”
Nieuwe West-Indische Gids 63 (1989): 3–22.
Boomgaard and Oostindie discuss two strains of historiographical lit-
erature in the Caribbean that address the connection between “techno-
logical development and changing labour relations in the Caribbean” and
the revisions to these two historiographical traditions in recent decades.
They note that this historiographical literature “is often embedded in a
broader context, namely the debate on the profitability of slave labour
as such” and cite the publication of Seymour Drescher’s Econocide as
marking a shift away from older economic arguments offered by Eric
Williams and Lowell Ragatz. Boomgaard and Oostindie discuss various
strategies and innovations sought by planters, the extent and quality of
labor available to planters, and the relative merits of free as opposed to
slave labor.

5. Brana-Shute, Rosemary, comp., ed. A Bibliography of Caribbean
Migration and Caribbean Immigrant Communities. Gainesville, Fla.:
Reference and Bibliographic Department, University of  Florida
Libraries, in cooperation with the Center for Latin American Studies,
University of  Florida, 1983. 339 p.
Arranged alphabetically by author and covers the entire Caribbean, in-
cluding Belize, Guyana, Suriname, and French Guiana. Deals with
groups who migrated into the Caribbean region, the process of accul-
turation, the migrants’ influence on Caribbean societies, interregional
migration, and migration outside of the region. The bibliography is
multidisciplinary and includes literature in several languages.

6. Brereton, Bridget. “General Problems and Issues in Studying the
History of  Women.” In Gender in Caribbean Development, edited by
Patricia Mohammed and Catherine Shepherd. Mona, Jamaica:
University of  the West Indies Women and Development Studies
Project, 1988. 123–141.
Brereton discusses the significance of gender as an analytical concept
and the need for a conceptual approach incorporating gender into his-
torical research on the British Caribbean. She outlines the experience of
women during slavery and the documents left by them, approaches to
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family life and motherhood, the experience of female emigrants to the
British West Indies, and their participation in the labor force.

7. Center for Research Libraries. Latin American and Caribbean Research
Material Available in Microform from the Latin American Microform
Project and Center for Research Libraries. Chicago: Center for
Research Libraries, 1988. 23 p.
Listing of materials held at the Center for Research Libraries available
to libraries belonging to lamp and crl. Listings for the British Caribbean
include: The Dominican (1842–1907); the Berbice Gazette (1846, 1870–71);
Colonist (Guyana; 1869–1870); Demerara Daily Chronicle (Nov. 5, 1881–
1897); several Jamaican sources that run (respectively and discontinu-
ously) from 1865 to 1956; records for the Wesleyan Methodist Mission-
ary Society and Church Missionary Society; three newspaper holdings
for Trinidad and Tobago that run from the mid-nineteenth to the early
twentieth century; and other more recent holdings for the Caribbean as
a whole.

8. Center for Research Libraries. Latin American and Caribbean Official
Gazettes Held at the Center for Research Libraries. Chicago: Center for
Research Libraries, 1991. 7 p.
This compilation includes holdings for gazettes from the Bahamas
(1914–1921), Bermuda (July 1862–1864), Jamaica (1902, 1906–1907),
and Trinidad (1895–1899 and 1914–1916), in addition to other Carib-
bean islands and Latin America. Some of these holdings are on
microfilm, while others are originals.

9. Comitas, Lambros. The Complete Caribbeana, 1900 –1975: A
Bibliographic Guide to the Scholarly Literature. 4 vols. Millwood, N.Y.:
kto Press, 1977.
An expanded, updated, and improved version of the same author’s The
Complete Caribbeana, 1900 –1965, published in 1968. The first three vol-
umes are divided into sixty-three topical sections, while the fourth vol-
ume provides an author and geographical index. The first volume deals
with “People,” the second with “Institutions,” and the third with “Re-
sources.” Several sections are relevant to the study of the postemanci-
pation British Caribbean. Those of particular interest include: “Slavery
and Emancipation” (ch. 6), “Population Segments: Afro-Caribbean” (ch.
11), “Population Segments: East Indian” (ch. 12), “Internal and Exter-
nal Migration” (ch. 17), “Plantation Economics and the Sugar Complex”
(ch. 42), “Agricultural Economics” (ch. 43), and “Land Tenure” (ch. 44).
There are also sections covering the general history and economics of
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the Caribbean, and an opening chapter on “Bibliographic and Archival
Research.” Many entries are cross-listed.

10. Craton, Michael. “The Transition from Slavery to Free Wage Labour
in the Caribbean, 1790–1890: A Survey with Particular Reference to
Recent Scholarship.” Slavery and Abolition 13 (August 1992): 37–67.
Craton examines the transition from slavery to wage labor from the
1780s through 1886 and the emancipation of slaves in Cuba. He calls for
greater integration between more localized studies of slave emancipa-
tion and broader transitions in the Atlantic world, with the goal of iden-
tifying commonalities and differences in the experience and structure of
slavery and the transition to wage labor in the various Caribbean islands.

11. Cundall, Frank. Political and Social Disturbances in the West Indies: A
Brief Account and Bibliography. Kingston, Jamaica: Educational
Supply Company for the Institute of  Jamaica, 1906. 35 p.
Chronological record of disturbances since emancipation, arranged by
date and colony with brief overviews of the various disturbances and
riots. Over four pages are devoted to the Morant Bay Rebellion, and two
cover the 1903 Water Riot in Trinidad. The six-page bibliography in-
cludes folios, commission reports, and information contained in the Brit-
ish Parliamentary Papers.

12. Engerman, Stanley L. “Slavery and Emancipation in Comparative
Perspective: A Look at Some Recent Debates.” Journal of Economic
History 46 (June 1986): 317–39.
Engerman outlines the general arguments offered to explain the onset
of emancipation, including questions regarding the profitability of sla-
very and the extent to which slavery was on the decline in various
slaveholding societies on the eve of emancipation. Engerman then dis-
cusses production outputs during the transition to free labor following
emancipation, including consideration of the British colonies—Barbados
and Antigua in particular—as well as the contemporary response to
emancipation in the British West Indies generally.

13. Ferguson, Stephney. “Marcus Garvey: A Guide to Sources of
Information at the National Library of  Jamaica.” Jamaica Journal 20
(August–October 1987): 93–99.
Bibliographical essay of works on and by Garvey, including bibliogra-
phies, his various writings, biographies, and works on the Garvey move-
ment. More general works assessing Garvey in relationship to black
nationalism are also mentioned. Brief mention is made of the religious
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aspects of Garveyism, newspaper and journal articles, pamphlets, unpub-
lished theses, and audiovisual and other material. A bibliography of
forty-six references is included at the end.

14. Fraser, Peter. “The Fictive Peasantry: Caribbean Rural Groups in the
Nineteenth Century.” In Contemporary Caribbean: A Sociological
Reader, vol. 1, edited by Susan Craig. Port of  Spain, Trinidad: Susan
Craig (printed by Maracas, Trinidad and Tobago, West Indies:
College Press), 1981.
Discusses rural groups in the nineteenth-century Caribbean, with par-
ticular focus on the British Caribbean. Fraser considers the economic
importance of the Caribbean as a colonial area, particularly as it differed
in both perception and function from other territories such as Austra-
lia. Also addresses theoretical frameworks employed by Immanuel
Wallerstein, Karl Marx, and Don Robotham in exploring the nature and
character of capitalism in the Caribbean. Discusses rural society prior
to and following emancipation, particularly the “labour problem” after
emancipation, the various choices and constraints facing rural groups,
and the different relationships such groups had with the plantation. A
selective bibliography of ninety-six references follows Fraser’s essay.

15. Geggus, David, ed. The Caribbean Collections at the University of
Florida: A Brief Description. Gainesville, Fla.: University of  Florida
Libraries, 1985. 26 p.
A listing of various manuscripts, microfilm collections, and maps avail-
able at the University of Florida and the Latin American Studies center
located there. The “Bahamas Government Records” comprise fifty-five
reels of microfilm covering the period from 1700 to 1860 and consist of
deeds, mortgages, satisfactions and releases, crown grants, wills, House
of Assembly records, chancery records, dowers, pleas, and slave eman-
cipation papers (1831–45). The “Trinidad Papers” (1814–45) consist of
“despatches” of the colonial governor, while the “Tobago Papers” cover
the period from 1800 to 1880. Several newspapers of potential interest
are also located here.

16. Goveia, Elsa V. A Study on the Historiography of the British West Indies
to the End of the Nineteenth Century. Pan American Institute of
Geography and History, no. 186. Mexico: Pan American Institute of
Geography and History, 1956. 183 p.
Arranged chronologically, covering the period of discovery, seventeenth,
eighteenth, and nineteenth centuries. Goveia discusses works covering
the major developments and issues in the West Indies during this period,
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noting that the authors demonstrate some uniformity in both reflecting
and refracting the intellectual currents of their day. Those writing in the
eighteenth century displayed a concern for social order, crisis, and ten-
sion as the colonies were established, while those of the nineteenth cen-
tury discussed slavery, abolition, political economy, and the potential
problems of emancipation. Goveia concludes with a brief chapter sum-
marizing some of the main themes as illustrated by particular authors,
addressing in the process more general questions on the nature of his-
toriography and historical objectivity.

17. Great Britain. Public Record Office. List of Colonial Office Records
Preserved in the Public Record Office. London: His Majesty’s
Stationery Office, 1911. 337 p.
Arranged alphabetically by colony, including all British possessions.
Incorporates original correspondence (Board of Trade and Secretary of
State), entry books for commissions, sessional papers, government ga-
zettes, newspapers, blue books, and miscellaneous categories of material.
The record number, date, and a brief description is given for each entry.
References date from the seventeenth to the late nineteenth century.

18. Green, William A. “Caribbean Historiography, 1600–1900: The
Recent Tide.” Journal of Interdisciplinary History 7 (winter 1977):
509–30.
Green emphasizes how West Indian historiography has always drawn
upon other disciplines and that methodological and historiographical
concerns are often intertwined. He sees Eric Williams’s Capitalism and
Slavery as “profoundly” influential in shaping the course of scholarly
work on the British West Indies. Article proceeds chronologically from
the slavery period, discussing such works as Richard Sheridan’s Sugar
and Slavery, Roger Anstey’s The Atlantic Slave Trade and British Abolition,
and Richard Dunn’s Sugar and Slaves. J. Harry Bennett, Elsa Goveia, and
Orlando Patterson are discussed in the section dealing with slavery stud-
ies, while studies of emancipation and postemancipation society begin
with issues springing from Williams’s work and continue with discus-
sions of Philip Curtin’s Two Jamaicas, Douglas Hall’s Free Jamaica, Alan
Adamson’s Sugar Without Slaves, William Green’s British Slave Emanci-
pation, Donald Wood’s Trinidad in Transition, and monographs on inden-
tured labor by Judith Weller and Dwarka Nath.

19. Grieb, Kenneth J., ed. Research Guide to Central America and the
Caribbean. Madison: University of  Wisconsin Press, 1985. 431 p.
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A broad introduction to the major research topics and archives in Cen-
tral America and the Caribbean, including the non-British Caribbean.
Topical essays of particular importance for research in the Caribbean
include: Marianne D. Ramesar’s “Migrant Groups in the Caribbean,”
Richard Sheridan’s “Exploitative Systems: Slavery, Commerce, and In-
dustry,” and Franklin Knight’s “Class, Race, and Religion in Caribbean
Research.” Describes archives in Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago, Guyana,
Barbados, the Bahamas, Bermuda, St. Vincent, the British Virgin Islands,
and the rest of the eastern and western Caribbean.

20. Jordan, Alma, and Barbara Commissiong. The English-Speaking
Caribbean: A Bibliography of Bibliographies. Boston: G. K. Hall, 1984.
411 p.
This bibliography is arranged alphabetically according to subject mat-
ter, and it covers “bibliographies produced up to April 1981 about the
lands and peoples of the former British Caribbean territories,” along with
a listing of these territories. A name and subject index is included at the
end, and locational symbols are given with each entry, many of which can
be found only at collections housed in libraries and archives in particu-
lar West Indian countries. The sections include “Bibliography of Bibli-
ographies,” “Agriculture,” “Economics,” “Ethnic Groups,” “History,” “In-
dustrial Relations,” “Race Relations,” and “Social and Economic Con-
ditions.” The “History” section includes a listing of guides to records and
archives in the Caribbean, as well as unpublished bibliographies and
typescripts held in various libraries in the West Indies. Some of these
may have information relevant to the postemancipation period, includ-
ing one on The English-Speaking West Indies—Post Emancipation 1831–
1865, which lists holdings at the main library of the University of the
West Indies. The section on “Law” covers various indexes to laws, court
reports, decisions, and other primary legal materials, many of which fall
within the postemancipation period.

21. Lent, John A., comp. “The Oldest Existing Newspapers in the
Commonwealth Caribbean.” Caribbean Quarterly 22 (December
1976): 90–106.
A comprehensive list of British West Indian newspapers founded be-
tween 1718 and 1969. Provides the name of paper, frequency of publi-
cation, and founding and, where available, ending date. List preceded by
a brief commentary on the exigencies of West Indian newspaper publish-
ing.
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22. Marshall, Trevor G., comp. A Bibliography of the Commonwealth
Caribbean Peasantry, 1838–1974. Cave Hill, Barbados: Institute of
Social and Economic Research (Eastern Caribbean), University of
the West Indies, 1975. 47 p.
Organized alphabetically by individual territories with an initial section
on the Caribbean as a whole. Includes a listing of material available in
the Institute of Social and Economic Research and the University of the
West Indies in Cave Hill, as well as the St. Augustine library. Sections
for each individual territory cover economic, sociological, and histori-
cal literature. Both postemancipation and more modern citations in-
cluded. Orientation is toward more technical/economic/production-
oriented contemporary accounts from agricultural journals such as
Timehri, Tropical Agriculture, and West India Bulletin. Colonial Office re-
ports covering the postemancipation period include reports from sugar
commissions and economic circumstances generally, as well as reports
on labor. Includes sections on Belize and British Honduras.

23. Moore, Brian L. “Walter Rodney: His Contribution to Guyanese
Historiography.” Bulletin of Eastern Caribbean Affairs 8 (1982):
23–29.
Moore discusses the integration of political and academic goals in the
work of Walter Rodney, particularly as illustrated through his A History
of  the Guyanese Working People, finished shortly before his death.

24. Myers, Robert A., comp. A Resource Guide to Dominica, 1493–1986.
3 vols. New Haven, Conn.: Human Relations Area Files, 1987.
Divided into thirty-one topical sections. Opens with a discussion of the
history of Dominica and a chapter on sources consulted, followed by
chapters on such subjects as Amerindians, descriptive historical and
travel literature, agriculture, British parliamentary materials and official
records, and archives in Europe, Britain, the United States and the West
Indies. Entries falling within the postemancipation period can be found
in the History, Agriculture, and the British Parliamentary sections, in-
cluding citations to pamphlets and speeches, reports on labor distur-
bances, reports on labor supply and agricultural conditions, and papers
relating to apprenticeship. Not annotated. Includes a name and subject
index, along with locational symbols for each entry.

25. National Library of  Jamaica. Marcus Mosiah Garvey, 1887–1940: An
Annotated List of Materials in the National Library of Jamaica. 3rd ed.
Compiled by Debbie McGinnis. Edited by June Vernon. Kingston,
Jamaica: National Library of  Jamaica, 1987. 67 p.
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Divided into ten sections, including bibliographies and catalogues, works
by Garvey, major books on Garvey, other books and articles discussing
Garvey, theses and dissertations, audio-visual materials, works relating
Garvey to Rastafarianism, and various newspaper articles. Some entries
have brief annotations.

26. Nodal, Roberto, comp. An Annotated Bibliography of Historical
Materials on Jamaica. Milwaukee: Department of  Afro-American
Studies, University of  Wisconsin-Milwaukee (Afro-American Studies
Report no. 6), 1974. 42 p.
Many citations cover or were published in the eighteenth and early nine-
teenth centuries, with a few references from the early twentieth century.
Arranged alphabetically by author. Works related to emancipation and
postemancipation studies include those of Martha Beckwith and Frank
Cundall, John Bigelow’s Jamaica in 1850, James A. Thome’s Emancipa-
tion in the West Indies, William Finlanson’s The History of  Jamaica, Tho-
mas Harvey’s Jamaica in 1866, Sylvester Hovey’s Letters from the West
Indies, Mathew G. Lewis’s Journal of  a Residence among the Negroes in the
West Indies (1845), the Rev. B. Luckock’s Jamaica: Enslaved and Free
(1846), and the Rev. James M. Phillipp’s Jamaica: Its Past and Present State.

27. Pactor, Howard S., comp. Colonial British Caribbean Newspapers: A
Bibliography and Directory. New York: Greenwood Press, 1990. 144 p.
This bibliography begins with a brief overview of the nature and signifi-
cance of British Caribbean newspapers, the survival and preservation of
certain papers, and the social, political, and economic information that
can be gleaned from such sources, particularly for the postemancipation
period. Entries for this bibliography were taken primarily from the mi-
crofilmed collection and original holdings of the University of Florida’s
Latin American collection and cover the entire British Caribbean with
the exception of Belize and British Guiana.

28. Rouse-Jones, Margaret D. “Recent Research in the History of
Trinidad and Tobago: A Review of  the Journal and Conference
Literature, 1975–1985.” In Caribbean Collections: Recession
Management Strategies for Libraries, edited by Mina J. Grothey.
Madison, Wis.: Seminar on the Acquisition of  Latin American
Library Materials (salalm) Secretariat, Memorial Library, University
of  Wisconsin-Madison, 1988.
Discussion of recent research on the preemancipation era, postemanci-
pation, migration and East Indians, education, women’s experiences,
biography, and Tobago. A listing of conferences is included at the con-
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clusion of her article, along with a bibliography of seventy-eight refer-
ences to journal and conference literature.

29. Thomas, Timothy N. Indians Overseas: A Guide to Source Materials in
the India Office Records for the Study of Indian Emigration, 1830–1950.
London: British Library, 1985. 97 p.
Deals with Indian emigration to and settlement in the British Common-
wealth and other territories from 1830 to 1950. Primary concern is with
the indentured labor system and related social, political, and economic
issues as they unfolded in areas where Indians settled. Part 1 includes a
general historical background, information on the primary areas of In-
dian settlement, and a select bibliography. Part 2 gives a description and
listing of the various holdings and records in the India Office, which
include industry, economic, judicial, private files, and private papers in-
cluding correspondence and committee records. An appendix lists other
holdings in overseas archives, including some for Jamaica. Some indi-
vidual entries pertain to Trinidad, British Guiana, and Jamaica.

30. Travis, Carol, ed. A Guide to Latin American and Caribbean Census
Material: A Bibliography and Union List. Boston: G. K. Hall, 1990.
739 p.
A bibliographical guide to published census material for each country in
Latin America and the Caribbean up to 1979, providing a listing of the
libraries (with location, address, and telephone number) that hold the
material and a library code for each entry. The editor notes that some
of the older censuses were more broadly defined than contemporary
censuses and include missionary reports and conversions, baptismal, and
burial records as well as lists of merchants’ and travelers’ accounts. Each
country is listed alphabetically, and there is also a section covering the
Commonwealth Caribbean. The majority of the entries for Barbados,
Belize (British Honduras), Guyana (British Guiana), the Leeward Is-
lands, and Trinidad and Tobago were published prior to 1946. Nine of
the entries for Jamaica were published prior to 1943. Several entries
would be of interest to researchers of the postemancipation era in the
British West Indies, including an 1845 census “of the population in each
of the British Islands . . . with information re. numbers of emancipated
negroes who have become freeholders.”

31. Trouillot, Michel-Rolph. “Labour and Emancipation in Dominica:
Contribution to a Debate.” Caribbean Quarterly 30 (September–
December 1984): 73–84.
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Addresses both theoretically and historiographically the “flight” debate
and labor shortage issues following emancipation as discussed by histo-
rians such as Douglas Hall and Emanuel Rivière. Uses material from
three Dominican parishes, from the beginning of emancipation to No-
vember of 1838, to discuss both the underlying assumptions guiding
previous work and to examine the complex relationships between no-
tions of freedom and choice and structural factors, including estate size
and working conditions.

32. Welch, Thomas L., and Myriam Figueras, comps. Travel Accounts and
Descriptions of Latin America and the Caribbean, 1800 –1920; A
Selected Bibliography. Washington, D.C.: Columbus Memorial
Library, Organization of  American States, 1982. 293 p.
Includes the non-British West Indies, Central America, Mexico, and
South America. Arranged alphabetically by country. Not annotated,
though some citations carry quotations from the sources. Includes work
focused on particular social and economic issues, including emancipation
and postemancipation society such as William Sewell’s The Ordeal of  Free
Labour in the British West Indies, Joseph Sturge’s The West Indies in 1837,
James A. Thome’s Emancipation in the West Indies, as well as more gen-
eral historical and descriptive accounts covering topography, climate,
natural history, and travel literature. The section on British Guiana con-
sists of several entries dealing with various ethnic groups.

33. Williams, Eric. British Historians and the West Indies. 1964. Reprint.
New York: Africana Publishing Corporation, 1972. 238 p.
Covers historical writing on the British West Indies from the slavery
period to the era following World War II. Included in this chronology
is coverage of the years between 1830 and 1880, between 1880 and 1914,
and the period between the two World Wars. Three chapters are devoted
to the Morant Bay Rebellion of 1865 and various interpretations of that
event. Williams sketches the political, social, intellectual, economic, and
colonial contexts and assumptions that informed the work of British
historians. This includes a discussion of how the ideas of Adam Smith
and Jeremy Bentham informed some work, as well as how racial ideas
were intertwined with labor issues and problems in Britain. Williams
discusses, among others, the work of Thomas Carlyle, Anthony
Trollope, and William Sewell. Frank Tannenbaum, W. L. Burn, and
Williams are among those discussed in the chapter dealing with the
period following World War II, when some writing was influenced by
the burgeoning independence movements.
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Creoles, Maroons, and skilled “free” labor.

154. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Papers in
Explanation of  Measures Adopted by Her Majesty’s Government for
giving effect to the Act for the Abolition of  Slavery throughout the
British Colonies; Part IV—(1) Jamaica, Barbados, British Guiana.”
Parliamentary Papers 1837 (521-I), vol. 53. 585 p. plus appendix.
Details production before and after abolition in Jamaica, including a
general return of exports over a fifty-three-year period (1772–1836) as
well as special magistrates’ accounts of relative progress of apprentice
system, testimony of apprentice laborers on “abuses and irregularities”
existing in the House of Correction in St. John’s and St. Mary’s Parishes,
and testimonies from St. Thomas-in-the-Vale concerning disputes be-
tween men and women apprentices over domestic work. Other items
include stories of runaway apprentices, statistics on fines paid by over-
seers, and valuation returns. Barbados evidence includes prison inves-
tigations, lists of assaults, classification problems of apprentices, and
useful monthly reports of special magistrates on the state of apprenticed
labor (1836–37). British Guiana material is similar in content, including
summaries of monthly reports of fifteen special magistrates for 1836.
Also relates complaints lodged from Antigua and Montserrat that Brit-
ish Guiana was drawing away their laborers. Appendix contains a good
collection in one place of acts and ordinances regulating lives of ex-slaves
between 1836 and 1837, for example, masters and servants ordinances,
Sunday markets proclamations, and criminal justice acts.
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155. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Report from C. J.
Latrobe on Negro Education in Jamaica, with Correspondence
Relating Thereto.” Parliamentary Papers 1837–38 (113), vol. 48. 96 p.
Latrobe went to Jamaica in April 1837 to investigate how British money
for Negro education had been utilized. His report (19 October 1837)
related how he found numerous obstacles impeding the creation of
schools. Missionaries complained that landowners were not cooperating
in giving up land for the purpose, while others blamed missionaries for
moving too slowly. Comparisons of various mission societies are pro-
vided as well as statistics on schools, attendance, and type of instruction
for all parishes and major towns.

156. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Papers Relative to
the Abolition of  Slavery: Part V—1: Jamaica.” Parliamentary Papers
1837–38 (154-I), vol. 49.
Collection of papers relating to the public exposure in Britain of the
severity of work and punishment in Jamaica. Includes the text of eigh-
teen-year-old apprentice James William’s “A Narrative of Events since
the 1st August 1834,” which describes the abuses of the workhouse and
the treadmill. Popularized by the Anti-Slavery Society in Britain,
William’s narrative prompted an investigation of St. Ann Parish which
produced further testimonies, including twenty-one by women and men
describing “acts of severity and cruelty” experienced in the workhouse.
Also contains special magistrates’ reports, including comparisons of sla-
very and apprenticeship and correspondence between Governor Smith
and Lord Glenelg (1837) on the failure to implement the nine-hour work
day for apprentices. Includes apprentice valuation tables for all parishes
for the years 1836 and 1837.

157. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Papers Relative to
the Abolition of  Slavery throughout the British Colonies: Part V:
Barbados and British Guiana.” Parliamentary Papers 1837–38
(154-II), vol. 49.
Correspondence covers the period just prior to the abolition of the ap-
prentice system, with reports by special magistrates and others on the
crisis created over the apprentice classification system and valuations.
Barbados material also discusses apprenticeship of children, valuations,
classifications, statistics on punishments, and a reply by planters to ac-
cusations in the press that the apprentice system was equivalent to sla-
very. Similar materials included for British Guiana, such as responses to
a Mr. Scoble, of the British Anti-Slavery Society, who wrote critically on
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the apprenticeship system. Includes Governor Young’s reply to Scoble’s
descriptions of women apprentices being “condemned to the treadmill.”
Governor Young charges Scoble with spreading alarming rumors in St.
Patrick Parish concerning a murdered laborer. Testimonies by other
workers around the case are enclosed as well as examples of the inflated
valuations of men and women apprentices, which made it more difficult
for apprentices to buy out their contracts.

158. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Orders in Council
and Colonial Ordinances for the Better Regulation and Enforcement
of  the Relative Duties of  Masters and Employers and Articled
Servants, Tradesmen, and Labourers in the Colony of  British Guiana,
and of  Correspondence Thereon.” Parliamentary Papers 1837–38
(180)(232), vol. 52. 11 p.
Collection covers important negotiations between British Guiana and
labor recruiters in Calcutta concerning East Indian emigration. John
Gladstone of British Guiana expressed the opinion that “Negro Appren-
tices” were not likely to continue working on estates in the same man-
ner after apprenticeship. Condition of Indian laborers is discussed, in-
cluding charges of abuses of “Hill Coolies” in Demerara, comparison of
treatment of Black and Indian laborers, and the ratio of men and women
immigrants. Describes origin of term “Hill Coolies” and relates new
masters and servants ordinances regarding the treatment of Indian
workers.

159. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Report from C. J.
Latrobe to Lord Glenelg, on Negro Education in the Windward and
Leeward Islands [also, Schedule Showing the Appropriation of  the
Sum of  £30,000 Voted by Parliament in 1837, for the Promotion of
Negro Education; also, Report of  Trustees of  Lady Mico’s Charity].”
Parliamentary Papers 1837–38 (520), vol. 48.
Latrobe visited a number of Islands in April 1838, collecting compara-
tive evidence from the propertied classes about their views on “Negro
Education.” This report, similar to the report on Jamaica, contains
schedules giving detailed information on each school and the missions
running such schools. Contains general demographic material, includ-
ing statistics on apprentice populations on various islands. Also contains
data on how the monies appropriated for the “Promotion of Negro Edu-
cation” were spent between 1837 and 1838, by Colony and Parish. The
1838 report of the Trustees of Lady Mico’s Charity, established to help
provide education for ex-slaves, is also included.



British Parliamentary Papers 31

160. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Papers Relating to
the Measures Adopted by the Legislatures of  Barbados, Montserrat,
Nevis, Virgin Islands, St. Christopher, and St. Vincent, for the
Abolition of  the System of  Apprenticeship of  1 August 1838.”
Parliamentary Papers 1837–38 (535), vol. 48. 35 p.
Concerns the views of the governors and special magistrates regarding
the decision to end apprenticeships for both classes of apprentices in
1838—two years earlier than originally stipulated for the “praedial”
class. Includes accounts of Privy Council meetings on Barbados, as well
as an account of initial opposition in the Virgin Islands, which gave way
to subsequent celebrations after President Isaacs attained approval of the
measure. Includes texts of the acts for each island.

161. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Papers Relating to
Measures Adopted by the Legislatures of  Jamaica, British Guiana,
Dominica, Grenada, and Tobago, for the Abolition of  the System of
Apprenticeship on the 1st August 1838.” Parliamentary Papers 1837–
38 (727), vol. 48. 19 p.
Contains Jamaican Governor Smith’s address to special session of the
Assembly called to discuss the ending of apprenticeships for both prae-
dial and nonpraedial classes. Address by Col. M’Turk in British Guiana
to the Court Of Policy in favor of abolition is included, as are extracts
from legislative councils on Dominica and Grenada on that topic. There
is also a letter of opposition to the move from Tobago planters.

162. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Papers Relative to
the West Indies: Part I: Circular Instructions, Jamaica and British
Guiana.” Parliamentary Papers 1839 (107-I), vol. 35. 337 p.
Covering the period June 1838 to February 1839, this collection of cor-
respondence covers the debate over the early ending of the apprentice-
ship system. Dispatches from Lord Glenelg recommend keeping special
magistrates in place to help with a smooth transition and queries to
colonial governors on the implementation of new legal protections for
“free laborers.” Responses from Jamaican Governor Smith contain texts
of new acts, along with extensive reports from special magistrates on the
problems incurred during the transition. Also contains “letters of
thanks” to Governor Smith from “Freedmen,” and the governor’s proc-
lamation to the freedmen telling them of their new responsibilities, par-
ticularly concerning rents. Reports on celebrations on the day of aboli-
tion and of threats of violence in Trelawny Parish led by “two black
women.” Includes numerous special magistrate reports on difficulties
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over wages and rents as well as Governor Smith’s pessimistic report
(December 1838) on the general failure of laborers and planters to come
to agreement. Also includes petitions from “Emancipated Peasantry”
(three thousand persons) complaining of lack of enfranchisement in St.
Mary’s Parish as well as rich material on British Guiana, with details of
the day of abolition and reports by special magistrates on the immedi-
ate performance of free laborers.

163. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Papers Relative to
the West Indies, 1839: Part II, the Windward Islands’ Government,
Comprising Barbados, St. Vincent, Grenada, Tobago, Trinidad,
St. Lucia.” Parliamentary Papers 1839 (107-IV), vol. 36; (107-VI),
vol. 37. 280 p.
This collection contains the text of each colony’s Act for Abolishing
Apprenticeships (1 August 1838). Contains various governors’ speeches
to apprenticed laborers prior to abolition; subsequent bills and acts to
regulate free labor contracts, vagrancy, poor relief, and landlord and
tenant relations. Gives evidence of each colony’s response to abolition,
such as increasing police powers and scope in rural areas. Also has ac-
counts of disputes between proprietors and workers, special magistrates’
records of cases heard after 1 August, and reports of violence in places
such as Grenada, where ex-apprentices protected property, which they
alleged had been “given to them by the Queen.” Useful survey of re-
sponses related to the “Free system” in Barbados, as well as detailed
reports from other Windward Islands about the performance of ex-ap-
prentices.

164. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Papers Relative to
the West Indies, 1839: Part III., the Leeward Islands, Comprising
Antigua, Montserrat, St. Christopher, Nevis, Virgin Islands,
Dominica.” Parliamentary Papers 1839 (107-V), vol. 37. 477 p.
Provides extensive material on the transition from apprenticeship to the
“free labour” system, including accounts from special magistrates re-
garding the many problems encountered by such officials, who were of-
ten accused of favoritism towards workers. Questionnaires from the
Colonial Office ask special magistrates about topics including labor con-
ditions, health, education, living conditions, marriage, and old age. De-
tails of prisons, police, and punishment are included, as are the changes
in laws concerning masters and servants and vagrancy and trespassing.
Specific statistics included on apprentice populations, giving wages, work
hours, and disputes between workers and employers.
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165. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Report from C. J.
Latrobe on Negro Education in British Guiana and Trinidad.”
Parliamentary Papers 1839 (35), vol. 34. 89 p.

166. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Correspondence
Relative to the Condition of  the Hill Coolies, and of  Other Labourers
Who Have Been Introduced into British Guiana.” Parliamentary
Papers 1839 (463), vol. 39. 127 p.
Includes extensive census data of all recorded indentured laborers in
British Guiana, covering the fifteen special magistrate districts. Includes
name, place of origin, monthly wages, employment type, clothing inven-
tory, health status, and comments related to “general behaviour.” Cen-
sus data for May 1838 gives idea of number of apprentices three months
prior to the abolition of apprenticeship on 1 August 1838. Includes data
on 1,877 males and 522 females of Indian, African, and European origin.
Also includes an overview on the status of ex-apprentices, and their
ability to redress injustices. Comments on intermarriage between Indi-
ans and Africans. Lengthy description of treatment of laborers on two
plantations, “Bellevue” and “Vreed-en-Hoop,” regarding mistreatment of
“Hill Coolies.”

167. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Papers Relative to
the West Indies, 1839: Part I—(5), Jamaica, British Guiana.”
Parliamentary Papers 1839 (523), vol. 36. 306 p.
Collection provides coverage of disputes both in government and on the
plantations in the year following the end of apprenticeships. Includes
accusations regarding special magistrates’ role in mediating disputes
over wages, rents, and working conditions for new wage workers. Other
materials include: special magistrates’ reports, court proceedings, school
inspections, correspondence from landowners’ associations, and news-
paper reports. Includes accusations that Baptist missionaries were incit-
ing laborers against landowners and transcripts of meetings. Nonpay-
ment of rent by laborers in first year triggers Governor Smith’s
proclamation (25 May 1839) declaring that workers’ belief that they
owned houses and land was “totally erroneous.” Includes workers’ pro-
test petitions and letters concerning accusations of “increased profligacy
and immorality” of African women after end of apprenticeship. British
Guiana materials include Governor Light’s address on the effects of
emancipation of indentured laborers (19 February 1839), returns from
special magistrates for 1839 recording the complaints of laborers and
employers, and protest petitions from “Free Labourers” to the Governor
complaining of “ill-treatment, overwork, and underpay.”
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168. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Papers Relative to
the West Indies, 1840: Part I. Jamaica.” Parliamentary Papers 1840
(212), vol. 35. 90 p.
Correspondence between colonial governors of Jamaica, Smith and
Metcalfe, and the Marquis of Normanby and Lord John Russell on prob-
lems with the transition from an apprentice to a wage labor system.
Descriptions of disturbances in St. George Parish, where magistrates
were “pelted with stones” by women over issues of rents and evictions.
Includes special magistrates’ reports on conditions of agriculture, a reso-
lution from peasantry in Vere Parish making claims to their houses and
gardens, and statistics on land under cultivation for all parishes. Also
contains reports from Westmoreland Parish on an insurrection allegedly
begun by rumors originating from a black woman, Sara Oliphant, of the
impending murder of all black men by the white and brown men, and the
re-enslavement of black women. Also contains papers on the transition
from Governor Smith to Governor Metcalfe, with reports of threats on
Smith’s life and Metcalfe’s report on the state of the island (16 October
1939).

169. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Despatch of  Lord
Glenelg, May 1838, Prohibiting the Further Apprenticeship of
Liberated Africans in the West Indies. . . .” Parliamentary Papers 1840
(224), vol. 34. 5 p.
Contains orders to the governors of the West Indies Colonies from Lord
Glenelg (15 May 1839) to stop the practice of indenturing Africans sent
to these islands after having been freed from slave ships. A subsequent
dispatch gives special magistrates the responsibility for seeing that such
freed Africans are assisted in finding employment and accommodation.
(See PP 1841 Sess. II [346], vol. 3 for a detailed example of this pro-
cess recorded by a special magistrate in British Guiana.)

170. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Reports from, or
Despatches to, the Governor of  British Guiana, Respecting the Hill
Coolies Introduced into that Colony.” Parliamentary Papers 1840 (77),
vol. 34. 55 p.
Contains reports of conditions of Indian laborers based on investigation
of complaints on various plantations. Includes monthly special magis-
trate reports for 1839 covering six districts with answers to survey on
treatment of Indian workers and reference to relations between Indians
and Africans. Also includes detailed statistical return for 257 Indians
apprenticed to Demerara and Berbice, including names, place of origin
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in India, caste, and the name of proprietor to whom they were con-
tracted.

171. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Papers Relative to
the West Indies, 1840: Part II: Barbados.” Parliamentary Papers 1841
(282), vol. 35. 255 p.
Correspondence between Governor MacGregor and the Marquis of
Normanby and Lord Russell from February 1839 to May 1840. Primary
topic is court reforms, including changes in judicial offices, the Court of
Appeals, marriage laws, and an act “to prevent the clandestine deporta-
tion of young persons.” Reports from police magistrates on the working
of the “free labor system,” with comparisons made to the performance
of labor during apprenticeships. Also includes information on prisons,
punishments, and laws to help keep laborers on the island. Records of an
experimental “Court of Reconciliation” give testimony of workers, in-
cluding cases involving women, domestic violence, and land disputes.

172. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Papers Relative to
the West Indies: British Guiana.” Parliamentary Papers 1841 (321),
vol. 16; 1842 (376), vol. 29.
Concerns the attempt by Governor Light and landowners to revive
immigration of Indians to the colony, including monthly reports on the
status of the “Hill Coolies,” production statistics, ordinances on estab-
lishment of police, abolition of Sunday markets, and poor relief. Special
magistrates’ records of complaints (monthly, 1839–41) are included.
Collection is a good source on the progress made by ex-slaves and ap-
prentices in purchasing their own land. Includes survey of estates by
special magistrates and statistics on estates and lands purchased by
laborers. Detailed description given of purchases of plantation “New Or-
ange,” Nassau in Demerera. Also contains a report by two African-
American visitors from the “Free Coloured People of Baltimore” (Janu-
ary 1840) giving their impressions of British Guiana and Trinidad as
possible places to settle and a detailed report by Special Magistrate
Wolseley on his visits to plantations in Demerara (July 1841).

173. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Letter from the
Secretary to the Government of  India to the Committee Appointed to
Inquire Respecting the Exportation of  Hill Coolies. . . . Report Made
by that Committee. . . .” Parliamentary Papers 1841 (45), vol. 16.

174. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Despatch from the
Governor of  British Guiana to Secretary of  State for Colonies.
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Transmitting a Report on the State of  the Labouring Population of
Demerara and Berbice.” Parliamentary Papers 1841 Sess. II (346),
vol. 3. 18 p.
Report written by Mr. Woslely, circuit special magistrate, detailing his
visit to the areas where complaints of ill-treatment of Indian laborers
first originated. The report gives an account of conditions following the
transition to “free labour” and the increase in agricultural production in
1840. Woslely describes new settlements of ex-slaves and relocated Si-
erra Leone Africans on lands purchased by associations of plantation
workers. (Details of purchases provided.) Also describes the process of
allocating newly arrived freed Africans from slave ships captured off

Brazilian coast. Describes how 145 women, men, and children were di-
vided into groups of fifteen and twenty and sent to plantations in the
area. Statistical data provided on crop production and wages (1840) for
twenty-nine plantations; census of ninety-one Sierra Leone Africans in
Demerara; captured Africans living in Berbice; and total land purchased
by former slaves and apprenticed laborers.

175. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Papers Relative to
the West Indies: Part II Jamaica.” Parliamentary Papers 1841, sess. II,
(344), vol. 3. 401 p.
Significant collection of evidence concerning the transition to “free
labour” and the response of the colonial state. Correspondence between
Governor Metcalfe and Lord John Russell complaining of the interven-
tion of special magistrates against the interest of landholders. Summary
of Jamaican legislation and debates reveals the tensions between prop-
erty owners and labor. Extensive report on the inadequacies of Jamai-
can prisons and gaols, with statistics and some prison plans. Contains
biannual reports of special magistrates covering labor conditions, land-
lord-tenant relations, missionary activities, education, wage and labor
costs, and production statistics. One report includes a comparison of
plantation expenditures under slavery, apprenticeship, and freedom. Also
includes statistics on increase in property-owning laborers between 1838
and 1840.

176. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Hill Coolies:
Letter, Dated 22nd March 1842, from the Court of  Directors.”
Parliamentary Papers 1842 (192), vol. 30.

177. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Papers Relative to
the West Indies; Antigua, Trinidad, St. Lucia, Grenada, 1841–42.”
Parliamentary Papers 1842 (379), vol. 29. 178 p.
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Contains special magistrates’ reports concerning the performance of free
laborers following abolition of apprenticeships. Trinidad material also
concerned with immigrant laborers from Sierra Leone and evidence
produced by the Agricultural and Immigration Society on the difficulty
of finding laborers. Includes population statistics from 1797 to 1838. St.
Lucia special magistrates’ reports include answers to questionnaire about
the general state of the peasantry.

178. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Report from the
Select Committee on West India Colonies; Together with the
Minutes of  Evidence, Appendix, and Index.” Parliamentary Papers
1842 (479), vol. 13. 15, xv, 859 p.
A select committee appointed in March of 1842 “to inquire into the State
of the different West India Colonies, in Reference to the existing rela-
tions between Employers and Labourers, the Rate of Wages, the Supply
of Labour, the System and Expense of Cultivation, and the General State
of their Rural and Agricultural Economy.” Other related subjects include
plantation technology, tenancy, tariffs/taxes, strikes, sugar, internal
improvements, rents, religion, rum, police, provision grounds, land pur-
chase by Black-West Indians, family, culture, medical practice/mortal-
ity, marriage, the master/servant relationship, magistrates (local admin-
istration of the laws), family, immigration, women, women’s work, crime,
and absenteeism. Documents include the commission’s summary report
and recommendations, the proceedings of the select committee, and the
verbatim testimony of witnesses from St. Vincent, Trinidad, Barbados,
British Guiana, Grenada, Antigua, St. Kitts, and Jamaica. Witnesses were
mostly proprietors or estate managers, but others came from across the
social spectrum. Supporting correspondence and documents (bills, or-
dinances, orders in council, and material such as reports submitted to the
governor by the managers or owners of particular estates) are also ap-
pended. A ninety-four-page alphabetical subject index is included.

179. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Returns on the
Number of  Immigrants into the British West India Colonies and
British Guiana since 1834, and All Votes of  Money for Purposes of
Immigration, and Annual Expenditure of  the Same for the Like
Period.” Parliamentary Papers 1843 (136), vol. 33.
Statistical returns for all colonies, broken down by colony, year, sex,
immigrants (European), and “Captured Africans.” Good example of oc-
casional returns which have statistical value as they cover period be-
tween 1834 and 1842 (exact years vary by colony).
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180. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Regulations and
Orders for the Protection of  Coolies (Labourers), Proceeding to and
from Mauritius or Any Other Place.” Parliamentary Papers 1843
(148), vol. 35.

181. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Correspondence
Relating to the Return of  Coolies from British Guiana to India.”
Parliamentary Papers 1843 (404), vol. 35.
Rich and detailed accounts of the difficult process of repatriating Indian
laborers after the lapse of their five-year contracts. Includes accounts of
special magistrates’ and Governor Light’s personal interventions in re-
lations between proprietors and Indian workers as well as his admission
of the previous “fatal neglect” of Indian workers on the estates of
Demerara’s west coast. Offers details on individual workers’ savings
upon date of departure for Calcutta as well as disputes over final pay-
ments and allowances and reports of Indian men remaining behind,
buying land, and marrying local women.

182. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Papers Relative to
Emigration from the West Coast of  Africa to the West Indies.”
Parliamentary Papers 1843 (438), vol. 34. 56 p.
Correspondence concerning the possibility of recruiting Africans to
come to British Guiana. Includes Lord Stanley’s circular dispatch to all
West Indies Colonies (February 1843) recommending legislation to pro-
mote such emigration. Also contains Governor Light’s personal obser-
vations of conditions of African immigrants he visited on plantations in
Berbice and Demerara and a description of a failed European settlement
on the Niger river in west Africa. A letter from Lord Stanley to the Earl
of Aberdeen compares the labor situation in Jamaica with that of Barba-
dos, Antigua, St. Christopher, and Trindidad. Stanley counters charges
made by the Spanish that the Jamaican colony was forcing Africans from
Sierra Leone to become laborers. Also includes instructions for Gover-
nor MacDonald of Sierra Leone about future emigration.

183. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Correspondence
Relative to the Late Disturbances Among the Negroes in the Island
of  Dominica.” Parliamentary Papers 1844 (640), vol. 34. 15 p.
Correspondence between Governor FitzRoy and Lord Stanley explain-
ing disturbances as a response to attempts to carry out a census of the
rural population. According to Governor FitzRoy, rumors existed
among laborers “that the Government intended to reconvert them into
slaves.” Reportedly many of those involved were refugees from French
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islands, where they had escaped enslavement. Includes detailed accounts
of events by Dominica’s President Laidlaw.

184. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Extracts of
Despatches Relating to the Disturbances in the Island of  Dominica.”
Parliamentary Papers 1845 (146), vol. 31. 103 p.
Includes special reports from special magistrates concerning the Sep-
tember 1844 disturbances. President Laidlaw also comments on the
political nature of the conflict between “emancipated negroes and
coloured people” over political rights and rights to property. Describes
causes of the disturbances and of the militia’s firing without orders and
also gives lists of prisoners and sentences and minutes of trials. Includes
a petition from the prisoners to Queen Victoria asking for pardons in
which they explain that they thought census was to be used to make
them slaves again.

185. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Copies of  the Last
Census of  the Population taken in each of  the British West Indian
Islands and British Guiana. Together with Information Received in
the Colonial Department Relative to the Number of  Emancipated
Negroes Who Have Become Freeholders, the Extent of  land
Purchased by Them, and the Sums of  Money paid for Such Purchase.”
Parliamentary Papers 1845 (426), vol. 31. 43 p.
Gives results of the 1844 census—including the troubled Dominican
one—for most of the British West Indies. Figures reported by sex, race,
ethnicity, occupation, and number of slaves. Completeness varies by
colony. There is also a return listing estates and abandoned estates in
British Guiana that were purchased by agricultural laborers.

186. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Correspondence
relative to the Labouring Population in the West Indies.”
Parliamentary Papers 1845 (642), vol. 31. 200 p.
Contains a collection of various special magistrates’ reports for 1844 and
1845 in a number of colonies, with a focus on British Guiana. Includes
a report on the “metayer system” (sharecropping) and replies by special
magistrates to the British Anti-Slavery Society on “Emancipation in the
British Colonies.”

187. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Despatches and
Correspondence between the Colonial Office and the Authorities in
Each of  the West Indian Colonies, Relative to a Proposed Loan of
Money in Aid of  the Immigration of  Labour into those Colonies.
Also Resolutions Passed by the Legislative Assemblies of  Each
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Colony, in Relation to the Said Proposed Loan.” Parliamentary Papers
1843 to 1845, 1846 (322), vol. 30. 202 p.
Papers establishing the reintroduction of emigration from India to Ja-
maica, British Guiana, Trinidad, and St. Lucia. Outlines the number of
immigrants for each colony and the amount of British loans for their
transport. Includes applications for laborers from various plantations;
details of ships carrying immigrants from India to the West Indies; de-
scription of reception of Indian workers in Jamaica (1845); and condi-
tions of African workers, including investigations into their efficiency as
laborers carried out in Vere and Clarendon Parishes, Jamaica. Trinidad
material includes statistics on immigrants for 1844 and 1845 by age, sex,
and place of origin. British Guiana correspondence includes initial signs
of political crisis in the government over the extension of the Civil List,
which occurred at the same time as the immigration loan vote.

188. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Rules Issued by the
Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners dated the 27th Day of
October 1843, and Sanctioned by the Secretary of  State for the
Colonies, Relating to the Immigration of  Chinese Labourers from the
British Settlements in the Straits of  Malacca into the Colonies of
Guiana, Trinidad, and Jamaica. Despatch Addressed by Lord Stanley
to the Governor of  Jamaica dated the 26th Day of  October 1843,
Relating to Contracts with Labourers; Despatch Addressed to the
Governor of  Trinidad, Relative to the Regulations of  the Rights of
Masters and Servants.” Parliamentary Papers 1846 (323), vol. 27.
20 p.
Dispatch from Gladstone to Governors of the British West Indies on
measures for promoting immigration of laborers to the West India colo-
nies. Contains Gladstone’s correspondence with the West India Commit-
tee in London regarding the need to reintroduce emigration from East
India. Shows the influence of the West India Committee on colonial
policy. At first Gladstone agrees to repeal ban on contracts of service
with Africans and others from Europe and North America (see Order in
Council in [1846 (168), vol. 27]), but this is later rescinded after criti-
cism from Spain that British were continuing the importation of slaves
from areas where they had recently been freed. The decision is then
reached to reopen emigration from India and the west coast of Africa.

189. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Regulations or
Instructions under which the Crown Lands in the West India
Colonies and British Guiana Are Permitted to be Put up for Sale.”
Parliamentary Papers 1846 (514), vol. 30. 40 p.
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Contains an important statement by Lord Glenelg to the governors of
the West Indian colonies (30 January 1836) on the issue of alienation of
land to free laborers. Glenelg’s argument concerns the dilemma of how
to keep laborers working at the “cultivation of exportable produce” while
allowing them the “freedom” to purchase their own land, including the
suggestion that each colony should set the price of available Crown land
“out of reach of persons without capital.” Provides minimum price guide-
lines and government notices from colonies respecting these prices.
Followed by debate over how to handle squatters on Crown lands.

190. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Order in Council,
1838, for Regulating within the Colonies of  British Guiana, &c. the
Relative Rights and Duties of  Masters and Servants.” Parliamentary
Papers 1846 (in 168), vol. 27.

191. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Correspondence
Relative to the Supply of  Labour to the British Colonies in the West
Indies and Mauritius.” Parliamentary Papers 1847 (in 325), vol. 39.
Contains circulars to governors of the British West Indies from Earl
Grey (September 1846–January 1847) outlawing the practice of paying
bounty for laborers brought from one colony in the West Indies to work
in another. Also discusses “evils experienced from the unsteady habits
of certain classes of immigrants,” the number of special magistrates, and
the education of laboring classes. Jamaican responses include Major
General Berkeley’s correspondence with Gladstone and Earl Grey.
Transmits opinion of Jamaican Assembly that Indian emigration is too
costly and that Africans should instead be brought from the “Kroo
Coast” by British steamships. Governor Light of British Guiana com-
ments on the “moral effect” on Creole laborers of the introduction of
coolies; protests from missionaries against an 1846 Employer and Ser-
vant Ordinance; half-yearly special magistrates’ reports for 1847; and a
report on the workings of the “metayer system” in British Guiana.
Trinidad material includes information on immigration of one thousand
Indian laborers, Portuguese from Madeira, and Africans from the “Kroo
Coast.”

192. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “First Report from
the Select Committee on Sugar and Coffee Planting in the East and
West Indies and the Mauritius together with the Minutes of
Evidence, and Appendix.” Parliamentary Papers 1847–48 (123),
vol. 23, part I.
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193. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Memorial of  the
West India Association, on the Present State of  the British West
India Colonies, Addressed to Lord John Russell, First Lord of  Her
Majesty’s Treasury.” Parliamentary Papers 1847–48 (17), vol. 45. 5 p.
Pleading imminent financial ruin, this London-based group of planters
requested differential duties on slave-grown sugar, labor migration to the
West Indies, loan guarantees for agricultural improvements, changes in
the regulations and duties on rum and rum production, and permission
to market their sugar in any convenient form. Memorial dated 25 Oc-
tober 1837.

194. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Despatches from
Lord Stanley, Mr. Secretary Gladstone, and Earl Grey, Dated in 1844
and Subsequent Years, to Governor Light, Authorising the
Introduction of  Coolies into British Guiana.” Parliamentary Papers
1847–48 (370), vol. 44.
Includes correspondence from Lord Stanley to Governor Light (31 July
1844) authorizing immigration of Indian laborers into British Guiana.
Gives authorized number of workers and cost estimate. Other enclosures
give higher estimates and numbers to be sent as well as numbers for
Jamaica and Trinidad. Information on subsequent dealings with contrac-
tors and shippers are included.

195. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Despatches relating
to the Distress prevailing in the West India Colonies and the
Mauritius.” Despatches from the Governors of  the West India
Colonies and Mauritius relative to their General condition, and the
Measures in Progress for the Promotion of  Immigration; also, of  the
answers of  the Secretary of  State to any of  the Above
Communications.” Parliamentary Papers. 1847–48 (399), vol. 45.
Collection of dispatches from governors to the Colonial Office request-
ing immediate relief, such as the possible raising of duties on their com-
petitors’ sugar. Earl Grey’s response to Governor C. E. Grey of Jamaica
is critical of the performance of government and planters since abolition,
blaming them for the poor return they receive because production costs
and wages remain too high. Remainder of collection contains correspon-
dence on emigration, including Africans from Sierra Leone. Reports on
racial tensions between workers, including work stoppages by Creoles
in British Guiana. Also includes report on “Coolie” labor in Jamaica con-
taining replies from estates on desertion and vagrancy (1847). Special
magistrates’ reports from Tobago, St. Lucia and Montserrat, along with
governor’s reports, portray tense labor relations. The crisis, especially
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in British Guiana, is attributed to the inability of owners to pay wages
due to the collapse of many local and London banks in 1848. The fail-
ure of the West India Bank at Nevis is described.

196. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Acts for the
Suppression of  Vagrancy, for the Prevention of  Squatting, or for the
Encouragement and Enforcement of  Labour Contracts, Passed by any
of  the Colonial Legislatures or Councils since the Year 1834, but
Disallowed by the Secretary of  State for the Colonies.” Parliamentary
Papers 1847–48 (419), vol. 45.
Includes the text of the acts devised in the colonies to regulate labor and
living conditions, but which were deemed too harsh by the Colonial
Office. Most fall between the years 1836 to 1838, but some are from the
1840s. Indicates the extent to which colonial legislatures went in their
attempts to induce more productivity from ex-slaves and immigrants
and how a portion of such legislation offended British sensibilities.

197. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Laws, Ordinances,
and Rules, not hitherto printed, now in Force in each of  the West
India Colonies, for the Regulation of  Labour between Masters and
Labourers and Starting Dates of  their being put in Force.”
Parliamentary Papers. [In continuation of  27 March 1846, no. 168;
May 1846, no. 323; 26 August 1846, no. 196, part III; and 27 April
1847, no. 325] 1847–48 (63), vol. 45. 62 p.

198. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Correspondence
between the Secretary of  State and the Governors of  the Sugar
Growing colonies, as to the Distress now Existing in those Colonies.”
Parliamentary Papers 1847–48 (749), vol. 46.
Collection shows widespread breakdown in the immigration system with
the decline in sugar revenues. Consists primarily of correspondence—
including Blue Books and extracts from immigration and special mag-
istrates’ reports—on the inability of colonies to pay for immigrants and
requests for emergency loans. Governor Light, of British Guiana, argues
in favor of emergency assistance. Governor Light warns that if labor-
ers were to buy up foreclosed farms and plantations, “civilization would
not benefit from this change of hands.” Includes texts of legislative meet-
ings in various colonies on the issue of “distress.”

199. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Correspondence
with the Governors of  Jamaica, Trinidad, and Mauritius, Relating to
the General Condition and Government of  these Colonies.”
Parliamentary Papers 1849 (280) (280-II), vol. 37.
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The Jamaican papers include reports concerning disturbances among the
workers in August 1848 caused by rumors of annexation to the United
States and the general failure of the sugar economy. Governor Grey
requests preferential duty treatment as well as British assistance for new
emigration. Governor Grey also accuses Baptist ministers of inciting the
Black population with threats of slavery from America and Spain. In-
cludes report of disturbances from a number of parishes. Reports on
unrelated attacks on tax collectors and on police in St. Mary and St. Ann
parishes are also included. Jamaica reports include: general economic
statistics for 1847 and 1848; plans for an Island Bank; and an education
report (1848). Part II, covering Trinidad, contains political economy
statistics, ordinances against squatters, Governor Harris’ reports of
opposition from squatters, and information on loans for infrastructure,
including a railway.

200. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “First Report from
the Select Committee on Ceylon and British Guiana; together with
the Minutes of  Evidence, and Appendix.” Parliamentary Papers 1849
(297), vol. 11. xxxii, 383, vi, 43 p.
These papers were produced by the committee formed to investigate the
grievances of colonists in British Guiana and to report how these griev-
ances might best be resolved. The appendices include the petitions from
1847 to 1849 of proprietors, planters, merchants, and others in the
colony outlining these grievances, which concerned the “crisis of eman-
cipation, and that of the removal of protection” at a time when other
countries were still producing sugar using slaves. Also included here are
the report and proceedings of the committee, the minutes of evidence,
a list of appendices and the appendices themselves, an index, and a sepa-
rate list of subject headings used in the index. Materials date from 9 Sept
1840 to 18 May 1849. The witnesses before the Committee were Sir
Henry Light (ex-Governor), Charles Cox (of the Colonial Office), Wil-
liam Robertson Sandbach (former member of the Combined Court),
Matthew James Higgins (estate owner), and William Henry Holmes
(Provost-Marshal). Primary subjects include the civil list, the franchise,
political representation, prisons, plantation management, and immigra-
tion.

201. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Second Report from
the Select Committee on Ceylon and British Guiana.” Parliamentary
Papers 1849 (573), vol. 11. 3 p.
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A resolution dated 27 July 1849 for a commission to be appointed “to
inquire on the spot into the means taken for the repression of the late
[1848] Insurrection at Ceylon.”

202. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Third Report from
the Select Committee on Ceylon and British Guiana; together with
the Proceedings of  the Committee.” Parliamentary Papers 1849 (591),
vol. 11. 7 p.
Consists of the committee’s request, dated 31 July 1849, that commit-
tee members be reappointed in the following session to continue their
investigations into the 1848 Ceylon uprising and its suppression, and
that they should have the means to “ensure the attendance” of several key
participants.

203. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Despatches from the
Governor of  British Guiana, Showing the State of  the Dispute
between the Combined Court and the Governor, Respecting the
Estimates for the Public Service.” Parliamentary Papers 1849 (594),
vol. 37; 1850 (21), vol. 39; 1851 (154), vol. 36. 200 p., 85 p.

204. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Copies of  the
Correspondence Which Has Taken Place Between the Board of
Guardians of  St. Pancras and the Poor-Law Board, Relative to the
Emigration of  Children to the Bermudas: And, of  Any
Correspondence Which Has Been Transmitted by the Children So
Sent Out by the Board of  Guardians of  St. Pancras, as to Their
Condition and Prospects in the Bermudas, and Which Has Been
Forwarded by the Aforesaid Board of  Guardians to the Poor-Law
Board.” Parliamentary Papers 1851 (243), vol. 40. 20 p.
Correspondence and attachments concerning an inquiry by the Board
of Guardians into the transportation of pauper children from the poor
house in the parish of St. Pancras, England, to Bermuda, where they
were apprenticed as servants until the age of eighteen. The Poor Law
Board determined that the emigration of these children was conducted
“with a regard for their welfare” but illegal nonetheless. Correspondence
dates from 6 March 1850 to 14 February 1851.

205. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Papers Relative to
Legislative Proceedings in Jamaica.” Parliamentary Papers 1852–53
(1655), vol. 65; 1854 (1806), vol. 40. 65 p., 144 p.
Concerns the political and economic crises in Jamaica between 1852 and
1853. Governor Grey writes to the Colonial Office explaining the politi-
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cal stalemate over proposed constitutional reforms and changes in prop-
erty rights. His letter describes social structure of the island’s politics,
including comments on planters and “Coloureds” and Jews. Includes his
speeches to the Council and Assembly. Second volume covers transition
from Governor Grey to Governor Barkly, including Grey’s instructions
to Barkly which sum up the difficulties with the Legislature. Barkly re-
ports on eventual break in the financial stalemate, while the Duke of
Newcastle sends a dispatch admonishing Jamaican handling of economy,
comparing it with other British West Indian colonies.

206. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Correspondence
with the Superintendent of  British Trade in China, upon the Subject
of  Emigration from that Country.” Parliamentary Papers 1852–53
(1686), vol. 68. 102 p.
Correspondence and related documents dated 17 May 1852 to 30 March
1853 focusing on the “abuses” of British shipmasters and others involved
in the emigration of Chinese laborers. Most of the material deals with
an uprising of Chinese at Amoy (21–24 November 1852) following the
attempt of a British merchant to free a “coolie broker” from a local Chi-
nese police station. The British inquiry into the event focused on the
question of whether labor migrations were voluntary or coerced. In-
cludes the “Minutes of Evidence” taken at the local Court of Inquiry from
British officials, missionaries, ship employees, merchants, “coolie bro-
kers,” “coolies,” potential Chinese emigrants, and Chinese interpreters.
Includes a protest written by local Chinese “Scholars and Merchants”
against the entrapment of people by the brokers, as well as a similar
proclamation by the local Chinese police promising punishment for such
offenders. Though focusing on the China end of the China-West Indies
trade, specific shipments of laborers from Amoy to San Francisco
(United States), Havana (Cuba), Chincha Island (Peru), and Demerara
(British Guiana) are mentioned. Also includes responses of British con-
suls at various Chinese ports (Shanghai, Ningpo, Canton, and Amoy)
regarding the operation of the trade and treatment of the emigrants.
Blank labor contracts for Chinese emigrating to Havana and Demerara
are included.

207. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Returns of  the
Names of  All Persons, of  Every Denomination, Who Were in the
Service or Pay of  Her Majesty’s Commissioners for Colonial Land
and Emigration on the 1st Day of  July 1852, with the Amount of
Their Salaries, the Date of  Their Appointment, and the Hours of
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Attendance Each Day: Of  the Name and Tonnage of  All Vessels or
Ships Chartered by the Commissioners, the Owners’ Names, the Price
Paid or Agreed To Be Paid for the Conveyance and Victualling Each
Statute Adult, and the Number of  Statute Adults Taken by Each Ship
for the Last Two Years: And, of  All Monies Received by the
Commissioners under Acts or Votes of  Parliament, or from the Sale
of  Colonial Lands, or from Any Other Source, for the Purpose of
Emigration, and How the Same Have from Time to Time Been
Disbursed, for the Last Two Years, Being a Continuation of  a Return
Ordered To Be Printed by the House of  Commons, on the 15th Day
of  August 1850.” Parliamentary Papers 1852–53 (23), vol. 68. 22 p.
Includes three tables. The second table deals with New South Wales,
Victoria, South Australia, Van Diemen’s Land, Western Australia, Cape
of Good Hope, New Zealand, India to the West Indies, West Indies to
India, and Africa and Rio de Janeiro to the West Indies. The third table
contains information concerning New South Wales, Victoria, South
Australia, Western Australia, Van Diemen’s Land, New Zealand, Cape
of Good Hope, District of Natal, Falkland Islands, Labuan, Jamaica, Brit-
ish Guiana, and Trinidad, as well as “Colonial Remittances (Australia,
&c.),” “Liberated African Services,” and “Indian Emigration,” among
others.

208. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Despatches Relative
to the Condition of  the Sugar-Growing Colonies, Part II, Jamaica.”
Parliamentary Papers. in Continuation of  Paper No. 624 of  1851,
1852–53 (76), vol. 67. 361 p.
This collection includes reports on mistreatment of African immigrants
in St. Thomas-in-the-East parish, including whipping and refusal to pay
wages; cholera outbreak, including medical inspectors report; and dis-
turbances at St. David’s parish and Spanish Town over an election in
which a colored candidate lost to a white merchant. Governor Grey re-
ports on the cooperation between Blacks and the colored populations in
the election disturbances as evidence of their desire for political influence
and power. Also contains dispatch from Earl Grey (February 1851) on
Jamaican uses of existing labor supply which criticizes the postabolition
system of production and wages. Statistics are included showing the
shortage of laborers in various parishes.

209. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Despatches Relative
to the Condition of  the Sugar-Growing Colonies, Part III: Trinidad.”
Parliamentary Papers 1852–53 (936), vol. 67. 283 p.
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Extensive collection on African immigration, imperial loans, and the
desperate financial situation of the colony in 1850. Also contains Gov-
ernor Harris’s account of the riot at Port of Spain (October 1849), which
involved the seizure of the government house by the “common people”
and then spread to nearby sugar estates. Numerous causes for protest are
cited including new prison regulations, cancellation of Sunday markets,
rumors of wage reductions, and the removal of squatters. Rumors of new
property taxes brought small landowners into the march on Port of
Spain. Reports are made of abuses of African immigrants, including ac-
counts by the British Anti-Slavery Society, related to the separation of
family members upon arrival in Trinidad. A report on African immigra-
tion, including repatriation, is included.

210. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Despatches Relating
to Chinese Immigrants Recently Introduced into the Colonies of
British Guiana and Trinidad.” Parliamentary Papers 1852–53 (986),
vol. 68. viii, 190 p.
Correspondence and attached documents dated 25 August 1851 to 16
August 1853 between governors of British Guiana and Trinidad, the
secretary of state’s office, the emigration agent in China, and the colo-
nial land and emigration commissioners. Documents focus on the at-
tempts made by planters and officials of British Guiana and Trinidad to
introduce Chinese laborers into their colonies. Topics addressed include
how workers were secured and transported, legal regulation of the traffic
by the various governments involved, discussions of the nature of the
contract and its terms, and concerns expressed about various uprisings
and strikes, as well as assessments of the value of immigrant labor, the
immigration of females, and bounties. Includes reports by special mag-
istrates, immigration agents, health officers, and the “Committee of Im-
migration Correspondence” (a group of planters in British Guiana in-
terested in immigration). Also includes copies of labor contracts and of
ordinances passed between 1851 and 1853 concerning immigration and
master/servant relations as well as a detailed chronological subject in-
dex.

211. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Account of  the
Declared Value of  the various Articles of  British Produce and
Manufactures Exported to the British West India Colonies, in each of
the past Seven Years.” Parliamentary Papers. Ending the 5th day of
January 1853, 1854 (15), vol. 65. 37 p.



British Parliamentary Papers 49

212. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Correspondence
upon the Subject of  Emigration from China.” Parliamentary Papers
1854–55 (0.7), vol. 39. 93 p.
In the wake of the riots in the streets of Amoy in November, 1852 (See
1852–53 [1686], vol. 68), and several other tragedies, these papers docu-
ment the efforts of the emigration agent in China, the Consul at Canton,
the first assistant in the consulate at Amoy, and the governor of British
Guiana to figure out whether and under what conditions to continue
Chinese emigration. Concerns regarding “the evils resulting from a dis-
parity of the sexes” and the precedent of male communities formed ear-
lier in Australia prompted discussion of the desirability of female emi-
grants. Marriage and family practices among the Chinese are discussed
in detail. Of particular interest is a paper entitled “Marriage, Affinity, and
Inheritance in China” and six large charts which map out these relation-
ships. Labor migrations to Chincha Island (Peru) and to Havana are
mentioned.

213. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Accounts of  the
Quantities of  the Principal Articles Imported into and Exported
from the United Kingdom, the British Settlements in Australia, the
United States of  America, the Canadian Possession, the British West
Indies, and Brazil, & c.” Parliamentary Papers 1856 (351), vol. 55.
34 p.

214. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Correspondence
between the Governor of  British Guiana and the Secretary of  State
for the Colonies, on the Subject of  the Recent Disturbances in that
Colony.” Parliamentary Papers 1856 (432), vol. 44. 89 p.
Contains correspondence mainly from Governor Wodehouse to Secre-
tary of State for Colonies H. Labouchere. Wodehouse identifies the in-
stigator of the disturbances of February 1856 as John S. Orr, an anti-
Catholic agitator who allegedly worked “to arouse the passions of the
black and coloured populations against the Portuguese immigrants.” The
looting of Portuguese shops suggests an economic motive for the attack
on recently arrived immigrants from Medeira. Includes transcript of
John Orr’s trial and accounts from rural and town sources about the
extent of rioting and speculations on motives. Information on relations
between Africans, Creoles, and Portuguese is provided.

215. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Recent
Communications to or from the Foreign Office, Colonial Office, Board
of  Trade, and Any Other Department of  Her Majesty’s Government,
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on the Subject of  Mortality on Board the ‘Duke of  Portland,’ or Any
Other British Ships Carrying Emigrants from China.” Parliamentary
Papers 1857 Sess. 1 (147), vol. 10. 19 p.
Correspondence and attachments dating from 3 October 1856 to 25
February 1857 concerning the 1856 voyages from Hong Kong to Ha-
vana of the Duke of  Portland and the John Calvin. Though the figures
vary, as many as 305 out of the 627 immigrants on board these ships died
on the passage due to “natural death” and suicide. Contains the investi-
gation into these tragedies by the British Foreign Office, including re-
ports of emigration officials, doctors, and ship personnel. Continued by
1857–58 (521), vol. 43.

216. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Eighteenth General
Report of  the Emigration Commissioners, 1858.” Parliamentary
Papers 1857–58 (2395), vol. 24.

217. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Correspondence
between the Colonial Department and the Governor of  Hong Kong,
and between the Colonial Department and the Foreign Office, on the
Subject of  Emigration from Hong Kong, and from the Chinese
Empire to the British West Indies, and to Foreign Countries, and
Their Possessions, since the 1st Day of  January 1853. Part I.”
Parliamentary Papers 1857–58 (481), vol. 43. vii, 84 p.
Correspondence regarding the regulation of emigration from China
between the Colonial Department and the governor of Hong Kong and
attachments dated 17 May 1853 to 12 April 1858. Includes list of ships
bound from Hong Kong between 14 November 1854 and 14 September
1855. Lists numbers of passengers (14,991 total) and their destinations.
Abuses on board the Levant (a Hawaiian ship), the Fortuna, the Dream
(Macao to Havana), the Gulnare, the Duke of  Portland, and the John Calvin
are also discussed, with minutes from investigations, letters, depositions,
and other supporting documents used in the investigations. Includes a
copy of an emigration ordinance. Deals with the British West Indies as
well as other destinations for Chinese “coolie” ships, such as Havana.

218. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “All Letters
Addressed by Members of  the West India Committee to the
Secretary of  State for the Colonies, on the Subject of  Emigration
from China to the Colonies of  British Guiana and Trinidad, and of
Any Documents Connected Therewith; Also, of  Any Replies Either
from the Colonial Secretary or the Emigration Commissioners.”
Parliamentary Papers 1857–58 (525), vol. 41. 17 p.
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Correspondence and attachments dated 8 March 1858 to 23 June 1858
concerning the introduction of Chinese laborers into the West Indies by
private, rather than governmental, means. Includes instructions of the
West India Committee to its agent in China regarding a private contract
for the shipment of laborers to British Guiana and Trinidad. Names of
planters involved in the venture are included.

219. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Papers Relating to
Immigration to the West Indian Colonies.” Parliamentary Papers
1859 (2452), vol. 16. xxx, 503 p.
Dispatches from the secretary of state and from the governors and lieu-
tenant governors of British Guiana, Jamaica, Trinidad, Grenada, St.
Lucia, and St. Kitts dating from May 1853 to 5 September 1857. Relates
to immigration from India, China, Madeira (Portugal), the Cape Verde
Islands, and from Panama to the West Indies for the period from 1834
to 1857. Deals with regulating immigration, with the treatment of im-
migrants, shipboard mortality, the terms of indenture, government and
private immigration, the shortage of women, return migration, “coolie
children,” and questions of immigration funding. An appendix contains
copies of acts and ordinances for each of the colonies between 1853 and
1856. A chronological list of documents by colony, gives the subject of
each.

220. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Correspondence
between the Colonial Office and the Governors of  the West Indian
Colonies and the Mauritius, with Respect to the Condition of  the
Labouring Population of  Such Colonies, both Native and Immigrant,
and the Supply of  Labour: Part I: British Guiana, Jamaica, Trinidad.”
And, of  the Colonial Acts or Ordinances, regulating the Condition of
Imported Labourers, at present in force, and not already laid before
Parliament 1859. Parliamentary Papers (31 Sess. 2), vol. 20.

221. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Correspondence
between the Colonial Office and the Governors of  the West Indian
Colonies and the Mauritius, with Respect to the Condition of  the
Labouring Population and the Supply of  Labours: Part II: St. Lucia,
Grenada, Tobago, St. Vincent, St. Kitts, Mauritius.” and Colonial
Acts, Regulating the Condition of  Imported Labourers 1859.
Parliamentary Papers (31-I, Sess. 2), vol. 21.

222. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Immigration Loans:
Returns, up to the present date of  all Loans made by the British
Government, or Guaranteed by it to the Several West Indian
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Colonies, British Guiana, and Mauritius for immigration purposes.”
Parliamentary Papers 1860 (250), vol. 45.

223. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Correspondence
between the Secretary of  State for the Colonies and the Governor in
Chief  of  the Windward Islands, relating to the Recent Riots at St.
Vincent’s, and the Proceedings Taken Against the Rioters.”
Parliamentary Papers 1863 (509), vol. 38. 172 p.
Accounts of the September 1862 uprisings of laborers and peasants on
the island of St. Vincent. Lieutenant Governor Musgrave’s account,
along with other reports, provides details of the island-wide uprising. A
petition from Barbadian workers involved in the disturbances is included.
Charges by the British Anti-Slavery Society of excessive force in putting
down the rebellion caused concern in the Colonial Office, prompting the
publication of numerous court cases, including witnesses’ testimony.
Evidence is given by laborers, estate managers, police, and planters.
Testimonies reveal the underlying tensions and complaints, particularly
toward Portuguese shopkeepers who were also targets of looters. The
Colonial Office intervention resulted in charges brought against a white
planter who shot one of his workers.

224. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Papers Laid before
the Royal Commission of  Inquiry by Governor Eyre.” Parliamentary
Papers 1866 (3682), vol. 30. 483 p.
On 30 December 1865, Edward Cardwell, secretary of state for the colo-
nies, appointed a Royal Commission headed by Sir Henry Knight Storks
to investigate “the origin, nature, and circumstances” of the October
1865 revolt of Jamaican blacks and “the Measures adopted in the course
of their Suppression.” This compilation of papers consists of documents
collected by Governor Eyre to defend his harsh suppression of the re-
bellion before that committee. The governor rallied support from around
the island, asking for, among other things, evidence regarding the scope
of the rebellion and of the “disposition” (both political and religious) of
the black population before and after the rebellion. The resulting collec-
tion of papers includes letters, depositions, and testimony of planters,
laborers, Maroons, police officers, local government officials, military
officers, and religious leaders. Includes reports (including verbatim tes-
timony) from the trials conducted during the governor’s imposition of
martial law. Special emphasis is given to the capture, trial, and execution
of George William Gordon, an alleged leader of the rebellion. The pa-
pers provide information on the organization of plantation labor before
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and after the revolt; revolt-related organizational activities on the part
of the rebels; accounts of the rebellion itself; Afro-Jamaican cultural prac-
tices, especially religion; and the political inclinations of planters and
laborers. Includes lists of rebels tried and executed, flogged, or impris-
oned.

225. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Report of  the
Jamaica Royal Commission, 1866. Part I. Report.” Parliamentary
Papers 1866 (3683), vol. 30. 41 p.
Report of the Royal Commission appointed by Secretary of State for the
Colonies Edward Cardwell on the October 1865 rebellion of blacks at St.
Thomas-in-the-East, Jamaica, and of its suppression by Governor Eyre.
The report, dated 9 April 1866, is a companion piece to part II of the
commission’s report (see next entry), providing a summary of that evi-
dence and the commission’s assessment of the governor’s conduct. The
report provides a synopsis of events relating to the origin and outbreak
of the rebellion itself as well as of its suppression, including the dispatch
of troops, the proclamation of martial law, the military occupation of and
trials at Morant Bay, Monklands, and Manchioneal, the role of the Ma-
roons in the suppression, and a summary of punishments inflicted. Par-
ticular attention is given to the trial of George William Gordon, one of
the alleged leaders of the revolt who was executed.

226. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Report of  the
Jamaica Royal Commission, 1866. Part II. Minutes of  Evidence and
Appendix.” Parliamentary Papers 1866 (3683), vol. 31. 1162 p.
This compilation of papers consists of verbatim testimony of the wit-
nesses called before the Royal Commission in the course of their inves-
tigation into the rebellion of October 1865 and includes documents pre-
sented by these witnesses to support their testimony. The witnesses
represent a cross section of society, including Afro-Jamaican laborers
employed on plantations (both male and female), planters, and govern-
ment officials, among others. The testimony of the witnesses relates not
only to the rebellion itself, but also to political and social relations in
Jamaica (especially with regard to the plantations) for the period preced-
ing and following the rebellion. Includes both table of contents and in-
dex arranged by the name of the witness, the day of their testimony, and
the page number on which that testimony is found. The appendix, for
which there is also a table of contents, consists of supplementary docu-
ments collected by the commission relating to the rebellion and its sup-
pression. This appendix includes printed copies of correspondence by
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Paul Bogle and George William Gordon, the former a principal author
of the rebellion and the latter an alleged leader. Also includes copies of
military orders and documents created by the military in the course of
the suppression, lists of people executed at Morant Bay, Blue Mountain
Valley, Port Antonio and Manchioneal, Plantain Garden River District,
and Up-Park Camp during the period of martial law, and documents
concerning the courts-martial of William Grant, George McIntosh,
Samuel Clarke, and the case of George William Gordon. Also contains
specific information on the division of labor and payment of wages on the
Hordley, Golden Grove, Coley, and St. Jago estates in the Plantain Gar-
den River district, Blue Mountain Valley, and the parish of Clarendon for
1864 and 1865.

227. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Letter from Dr.
Underhill; Memorial of the Missionaries of the Jamaica Baptist
Union; and Correspondence between the Colonial Secretary and the
Governor of  Jamaica Relative Thereto.” Parliamentary Papers 1866
(380), vol. 51. 58 p.
Collection concerns allegations made against Baptist ministers about
their alleged role in fostering the Morant Bay rebellion. The publication
in the local press of a letter by Dr. Underhill, critical of Jamaica’s political
and social discrimination, was allegedly used by Baptist ministers to help
incite the uprising. Allegations and rebuttals concerning Baptists include
texts of sermons on such topics as “Suitable Dwellings to the Cultiva-
tion of Family Religion” as well as a discussion of the role of African-
American Baptist ministers in Jamaica. See also [1866 (3595) vol. 51]
which contains Dr. Underhill’s letter and more discussion of the “distress
of the coloured population” prior to the rebellion.

228. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Correspondence in
Relation to the Removal of  Mr. G. W. Gordon from the Magistracy in
Jamaica, and the Circumstances Connected with the Morant Bay
Lock-Up Case.” Parliamentary Papers 1866 (88), vol. 51. 42 p.
Case involves accusations made by George William Gordon, a local
magistrate before the Morant Bay Rebellion, about the ill-treatment of
prisoners in the “lock-up” at Morant Bay, which was used both for crimi-
nals and debtors. Prisoners were forced to clean out a cesspool and to
live in unsanitary conditions. On finding the conditions different from
those described by Mr. Gordon, a commission of magistrates subse-
quently found Gordon unfit to continue as a magistrate in St. Thomas-
in-the-East. Contains Gordon’s letter and his testimony to the commis-
sion.
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229. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Returns of  the
Mortality among the Coolie Immigrants in Demerara for the Three
Years Ending December 1866.” Parliamentary Papers 1867 (214),
vol. 49. 1 p.

230. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Correspondence
between the Horse Guards and General O’Connor on the Conduct of
Military Officers during the Recent Deplorable Occurrences in
Jamaica.” Parliamentary Papers 1867 (33), vol. 42. 28 p.

231. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Memorial to the
Governor of  Hong Kong from the Chief  Justice of  Hong Kong and
the Hon. Mr. Whittal on Coolie Emigration; and, Reply of  the
Governor Thereto.” Parliamentary Papers 1867–68 (328), vol. 48.
16 p.

232. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Papers on the State
of  Education in Trinidad.” Parliamentary Papers 1870 (450), vol. 50.
100 p.
Contains a report (July 1869) written by Patrick Keenan under the or-
ders of the colonial secretary. Report provides historical background on
education on the Island, including census data broken down by race and
religion from the time of abolition of slavery. Keenan visited over eighty
schools and recommended the creation of nondenominational primary
and secondary schools run by a state-appointed Board of Education.
Includes Keenan’s own observations on the lack of morality among the
Creole population and the need to incorporate religious education in the
curriculum. Report contributed to the Education Ordinance of 1870,
which established the state-run Royal College.

233. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Correspondence
Respecting the Federation of  the Leeward Islands.” Parliamentary
Papers 1871 (C. 353), vol. 48. 71 p.
Contains correspondence dated 10 April 1869 to 29 April 1871 between
the Colonial Office and island officials of Antigua, St. Kitts, Nevis,
Dominica, Virgin Islands, and Montserrat regarding the 1871 Federa-
tion of the Leeward Islands. The correspondence relates the political,
economic, and social issues relevant to confederation (e.g., education,
taxation, commerce, and the penal system), as well as information re-
garding the political process by which confederation was passed. In-
cludes contents list indicating the dates of each piece of correspondence
as well as the names of the authors and recipients. Includes table entitled
“Analysis of Votes on Federation,” which is organized by island.
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234. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Report of  the
Commissioners appointed to Inquire into the Treatment of  Immi-
grant Coolies in British Guiana and Two Appendices.” Parliamentary
Papers. 1871 (C. 393, 393-I, and 393-II), vol. 20. 312 p.
This commission was ordered by Governor Scott in response to allega-
tions made by an ex-special magistrate in Demerara, Mr. Des Voeux,
concerning disturbances at sugar plantations involving Chinese, African,
and Indian laborers. The subsequent commission’s report (23 February
1871) includes testimony taken during visits to estates from forty-six
witnesses, including laborers. Appendix II includes details for fifty-five
plantations in Demerara, Berbices, and Essequibo. Written evidence
includes special magistrates’ reports, annual reports of inspectors of
estates, and statistical returns on individual estates. Report is excellent
source for political economy of sugar estates and descriptions of living
and working conditions for Chinese, Indian, and African immigrant la-
borers. Includes discussion of intermarriage.

235. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “British Guiana:
Correspondence Respecting a Disturbance among the Indian
Emigrants Employed on the Devonshire Castle Estate.”
Parliamentary Papers 1873 (C. 879), vol. 49. 21 p.
Letter of Governor Scott of British Guiana to earl of Kimberely (7 Oc-
tober 1872) describes the initial reports of an incident at an estate on the
Essequibo coast. The incident allegedly involved two hundred Indian
laborers and twenty-four police, with five Indians killed and nine
wounded. The disturbance allegedly originated in complaints of low pay
and overwork under compulsion. Further investigations include details
of similar complaints about working and living conditions on nearby
sugar estates. Includes summaries of Indian complaints and testimonies.

236. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Returns of  the
Number and Names of  the Ships Employed in Conveying Coolies
from India and China to the West Indies since the First Day of
January 1872 to the Present Date: and, of  the Number of  Coolies
Taken in These Vessels, the Number of  Deaths Which Occurred
during the Passage, and the Number of  Medical Officers, Qualified
and Unqualified, in Whose Medical Charge the Coolies Were
Placed on Leaving the Port of  Embarkation, and How Many of
These Have Been Entered on the Articles of  the Ship.” Parliamentary
Papers 1874 (C. 293), vol. 44. 4 p.
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Includes information regarding ships involved in the transport of work-
ers from India and China to Jamaica, Trinidad, British Guiana, and Nevis
that sailed from January 1872 through mid-December 1873.

237. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Coolie Emigration
from India: Mr. Geoghegan’s Report.” Parliamentary Papers 1874
(C. 314), vol. 47.

238. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Correspondence
Respecting the Macao Coolie Trade: 1874–75.” Parliamentary Papers
1875 (C. 1212), vol. 77. 28 p.
Correspondence and enclosures dated 31 January 1874 to 22 March
1875 between British and Portuguese government officials at Hong
Kong, Macao, Canton, and Portugal. Subjects include the passage of an
ordinance at Macao to ensure free instead of forced emigration, the skep-
tical response of the British, and the subsequent closing of the port of
Macao to free emigration. Included are a copy of the Macao passenger
regulations and a table of “coolie” ships bound out from the ports of
Hong Kong, Amoy, Swatow, and Macao and bound to Callao (Peru),
Peru, San Francisco (United States), Havana (Cuba), Sydney (Australia),
Pondicherry (India), and Demerara (British Guiana) on which mutinies
or disasters occurred between 1845 to 1872.

239. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Papers Relating to
the Late Disturbances in Barbados.” Parliamentary Papers 1876
(C. 1539), vol. 53. xii, 247 p.
Between 18 and 22 April 1876, laborers throughout the island allegedly
plundered as many as eighty-nine estates, reportedly in groups of be-
tween 250 and 1,500 persons. The Barbados House of Assembly passed
a unanimous resolution to petition for a royal commission of inquiry. The
resolution further called for the recall of the governor and certain mem-
bers of the Executive Council in the event that the inquiry proved that
the governor’s conduct in promoting a confederation was unconstitu-
tional. Much of the evidence in these documents focuses on the question
of whether these were “potato riots” or protests over confederation.
Papers reflect the actions and opinions of the colonial officials, the Co-
lonial Office, the West India Committee, the Barbados Defence Associa-
tion (a group of landed proprietors and small shopkeepers formed to
resist confederation), police, and artisans, as well as the colony’s labor-
ers. The records relate to the debates in assembly, events surrounding
public meetings formed throughout the island in response to the pro-
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posed federation (especially those of the Defence Association), the re-
sponses of Barbadian laborers, the trial of several supposed “ringleaders,”
and the investigations themselves. Among the social and political issues
discussed are the nature of the existing constitution and treasury, wages
and conditions of plantation labor in the sugar industry, emigration and
immigration, the military, the penal system, taxation, education, and
public works. This volume contains correspondence and papers dated 8
September 1871 to 15 May 1876. Further papers can be found in 1876
[C. 1559], vol. 53; 1877 [C. 1679], vol. 61; 1877 [C. 1687], vol. 61. Each
of the four documents includes tables of contents that briefly describe the
subjects of the correspondence and papers, their dates, and the names of
either the author or recipient.

240. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Papers Relating
to the Late Disturbances in Barbados.” Parliamentary Papers 1876
(C. 1539), vol. 53. 247 p.
Correspondence and papers dated 8 September 1871 to 15 May 1876,
regarding the attempts of the Colonial Office and the governor of Bar-
bados to federate the Windward Islands and the response of the resi-
dents of Barbados to these attempts. Includes information on the actions
and opinions of the Earl of Carnarvon, Acting Governor Sanford
Freeling, Governor J. Pope Hennessy, the West India Committee, and the
Barbados Defence Association. The records relate to the debates in the
Assembly, events surrounding public meetings formed throughout the
island in response to federation, cane burnings, riots, wages, and condi-
tions of plantation labor in the sugar industry, emigration and immigra-
tion, the military, the penal system, taxation, education, and public
works. Includes table of contents that briefly describes the subjects of the
correspondence and papers, their dates, and the names of either the au-
thor or recipient.

241. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Further Papers
Relating to the Late Disturbances in Barbados (In Continuation of
[C. 1539.] of  1876.).” Parliamentary Papers 1876 (C. 1559), vol. 53.
x, 220 p.
Material dated 11 April 1876 to 5 July 1876. For further papers see 1877
[C. 1679], vol. 61 and 1877 [C. 1687], vol. 61.

242. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Return of  the Num-
ber of  Coolies, of  the Money Expended on Immigration, together
with Particulars as to certain Taxes, for the Islands of  St. Vincent,
West Indies, during the Fifteen Years since the Origination of  the
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Immigration Fund in that Island.” Parliamentary Papers 1876
(C. 249), vol. 53.

243. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Further Papers
Relating to the Late Disturbances in Barbados. (In Continuation of
[C. 1559] of  1876.).” Parliamentary Papers 1877 (C. 1679), vol. 61. iv,
66 p.
Material dated 14 January 1876 to 10 August 1876. For previous and
subsequent reports see 1876 (C. 1539), vol. 53; 1876 (C. 1559), vol. 53;
and 1877 (C. 1687), vol. 61.

244. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Further Papers
Relating to the Late Disturbances in Barbados (In Continuation of
[C. 1679] of  1877.).” Parliamentary Papers 1877 (C. 1687), vol. 61. v,
70 p.
Material dated 1 March 1876 to 29 September 1876. For previous and
subsequent reports see 1876 (C. 1539), vol. 53; 1876 (C. 1559), vol. 53;
and 1877 (C. 1679), vol. 61.

245. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Correspondence
with the West India Committee Relating to the Sugar Bounty
Question.” Parliamentary Papers 1877 (C. 1838), vol. 84. 10 p.
Correspondence dated 9 March 1876 to 2 February 1877 between the
Foreign Office and the West India Committee (a London-based group
of planters and others with a financial stake in the West Indies) concern-
ing the Brussels Sugar Convention of 1875 and the continental confer-
ence on sugar which met in Paris in 1876. Reflects committee’s desire
to secure international free trade in sugar.

246. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Memorial Signed in
the British West Indies on the Sugar Bounty Question, and Presented
to the Secretary of  State for the Colonies on the 8th Day of  May
1878, together with the Copy of  Statement Which Was Read to Him
on that Occasion on Behalf  of  the Deputation: and of  Any
Memorials from the Sugar Trade, Chambers of  Commerce, or Any
Other Public Body, on the Same Subject, with Any Correspondence
Relating Thereto.” Parliamentary Papers 1878 (C. 395), vol. 68. 6 p.
The petitioners include planters, merchants, clergymen, district medi-
cal officers, schoolmasters, tradesmen, and others who desired the elimi-
nation of bounties by their foreign competitors (France, Belgium, Hol-
land, Austria, and Russia) in the sugar trade.
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247. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Papers Relative to
the Condition of  Indian Immigrants in Grenada.” Parliamentary
Papers 1878–79 (C. 2249), vol. 51. 22 p.

248. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Correspondence
relative to the Financial Arrangements for Indian Coolie Immigration
into Jamaica.” Parliamentary Papers 1878–79 (C. 2437), vol. 51. 130 p.

249. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Report on the
Condition of  Indian Immigrants and the Working of  the New
Immigration Law in Grenada,” by Mr. O. W. Warner, inspector of
immigrants, Trinidad, in continuation of  1879 (C. 2249),
Parliamentary Papers 1880 (C. 2602), vol. 49. 17 p.

250. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Correspondence
(1877) Respecting the Constitution and Administration of  Barbados.”
Parliamentary Papers 1880 (C. 2645), vol. 49. 9 p.
Correspondence and enclosures dated 16 November 1877 to 25 January
1878 between the Colonial Office, the Barbados Legislative Council, and
the House of Assembly. The Colonial Office urged constitutional and
administrative reform to extend representation.

251. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Correspondence
Relating to a Memorial or Memorials Received from Jamaica Setting
Forth the Grievances Which Have Arisen under the System of
Crown Government in that Island, with the Prayer or Prayers of
Such Memorials, and the Number of  Signatures Attached Thereto.”
Parliamentary Papers 1881 (C. 425), vol. 65. 16 p.
About twenty-five hundred people signed this memorial, which was put
together by the Jamaica Association to protest Crown colony govern-
ment, including the denial of political representation, which the memo-
rial blamed for financial mismanagement. Includes additional correspon-
dence between the Association, the Colonial Office, and the governor of
Jamaica, dated 20 November 1876 to 14 June 1877.

252. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Report of  the Royal
Commission Appointed in December 1882, to Inquire into the Public
Revenues, Expenditure, Debts, and Liabilities of  the Islands of
Jamaica, Grenada, St. Vincent, Tobago, and St. Lucia, and the
Leeward Islands; with a Despatch thereon from the Secretary of
State to Governor Sir Henry Norman, K.C.B., C.I.E. Part I.—Jamaica.
(With Map).” Parliamentary Papers 1884 (C. 3840), vol. 46. 246 p.,
foldout map.
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The royal commissioners were Colonel William Crossman and George
Smyth Baden-Powell. Each of parts I, II, and III (also see 1884 [C. 3840-
I] [C. 3840 II], vol. 46, for parts II and III), consist of the commission’s
report dealing with “debt and liabilities,” “civil establishments and other
expenditure,” and “revenue and the mode of raising it.” The report is
followed by a digest of evidence taken formally and informally as well
as documents (such as letters and petitions) laid before the commission.
Evidence was taken from “all classes,” according to the commissioners
and touches on aspects of government expense and revenue including
elementary schools, poor relief, labor immigration, government employ-
ees and their salaries, imports and exports, and agricultural production.
Cumulative imports and exports are listed for the previous thirty-year
period. Part I has table, “Profits of Provision Grounds, Jamaica.” Also see
part IV [C. 3840-III], vol. 46, for supplementary remarks.

253. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Report of  the Royal
Commission Appointed in December 1882, to Inquire into the Public
Revenues, Expenditure, Debts, and Liabilities of  the Islands of
Jamaica, Grenada, St. Vincent, Tobago, and St. Lucia, and the
Leeward Islands. Part II. Grenada, St. Vincent, Tobago, and St.
Lucia.” Parliamentary Papers 1884 (C. 3840-I), vol. 46. 203 p.
See 1884 (C. 3840), (C. 3840-II), (C. 3840-III), vol. 46, for the remain-
ing regular and supplementary reports and evidence.

254. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Report of  the Royal
Commission Appointed in December 1882, to Inquire into the Public
Revenues, Expenditure, Debts, and Liabilities of  the Islands of
Jamaica, Grenada, St. Vincent, Tobago, and St. Lucia, and the
Leeward Islands. Part III. The Leeward Islands.” Parliamentary
Papers 1884 (C. 3840-II), vol. 46. 193 p.
Commissioners visited Tortola, Virgin Gorda, St. Christopher, Nevis,
Montserrat, and Dominica. See 1884 (C. 3840), vol. 46.

255. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Report of  the Royal
Commission Appointed in December 1882, to Inquire into the Public
Revenues, Expenditure, Debts, and Liabilities of  the Islands of
Jamaica, Grenada, St. Vincent, Tobago, and St. Lucia, and the
Leeward Islands. Part IV.—Supplementary Remarks. (With Maps.).”
Parliamentary Papers 1884 (C. 3840-III), vol. 46. 24 p., 2 foldout
maps.
Continues discussions in parts I–III concerning debt, expenditure, and
liability in the colonies. Includes section entitled “Capital and Labor,”
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which includes a discussion of the labor supply in the islands. The ap-
pendix includes a chart entitled “Comparative Account of Tropical Colo-
nies.—English and Foreign,” which discusses the British West Indian
colonies, Bermuda, Ceylon, Fiji, Mauritius, Martinique, Guadeloupe and
dependencies, St. Thomas, St. Croix, Puerto Rico, and Cuba. Includes
figures on size, population, government expenditure, imports and ex-
ports, revenue and import duties. See 1884 [C. 3840], [C. 3840-I], and
[C. 3840-II], vol. 46, for the reports and evidence.

256. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Petition from the
Inhabitants of  Jamaica for a Change in the Constitution of  that
Colony; Together with the Reply of  Her Majesty’s Government
Thereto, and Accompanying Correspondence.” Parliamentary Papers
1884 (C. 3854), vol. 55. 16 p.
Correspondence and attachments between the governor and the Colo-
nial Office. Attachments include petition signed by 4,677 Jamaicans com-
plaining of their “political disabilities.” The forthcoming report of the
Royal Commission on the franchise is discussed. Continued by 1884 [C.
4140], vol. 55.

257. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Further
Correspondence respecting the Constitution of  the Legislative
Council in Jamaica. (In Continuation of  [C. 3854] February 1884.).”
Parliamentary Papers 1884 (C. 4140), vol. 55. 47 p.
Includes petitions for an expanded electorate and a more representative
Legislative Assembly. Also includes recommendations of the Royal Com-
mission established to consider the idea of a new Jamaican Constitution
and from George Stieble on education and property requirements for
voters. Stieble gives statistics about race, arguing that double require-
ments would discriminate. The subsequent Order in Council (19 May
1884) on the new Jamaican constitution is included. Statistics on num-
ber of voters in each parish added after changes in qualifications are also
included. See 1884 [C. 3854], vol. 55 for additional petitions and re-
quests for an expanded Jamaican electorate.

258. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Further
Correspondence Respecting the Constitution of  the Legislative
Council in Jamaica (In Continuation of  [C. 3854] February 1884.).”
Parliamentary Papers 1884 (C. 4140), vol. 55. iv, 47 p.
Continues 1884 [C. 3854], vol. 55. Correspondence between colonial
officials and attachments dated 11 January 1884 to 30 June 1884. In-
cludes resolutions and protests passed at several public meetings re-
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questing more popular representation on the Legislative Council and the
report of the Franchise Commission dated 7 February 1884.

259. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Correspondence
Respecting the Recent Coolie Disturbance in Trinidad at the
Mohurrum Festival with the Report Thereon, by Sir H. W. Norman.”
Parliamentary Papers 1884–85 (C. 4366), vol. 53.
Investigation into shooting of Indian male workers by police during the
“Hosein [sic] Festival” (30 October 1884) in San Fernando, Naparima
District. Details of the 107 wounded and killed, giving names, estates,
age, and nature of wounds. Testimony of numerous participants in the
religious festival, which had been banned by the colonial government.
Evidence reveals aspects of relations between Indians (Hindus and
Muslims), Indians and Creoles, free and indentured laborers, as well as
between workers and government administration. Detailed descriptions
of events by participants and police.

260. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Papers Relating to
the Proposed Union of  the Islands of  Grenada, St. Lucia, St. Vincent,
and Tobago.” Parliamentary Papers 1884–85 (C. 4482), vol. 53. v,
46 p.
Correspondence and enclosures dated 6 May 1884 to 4 June 1885 be-
tween colonial officials and the Colonial Office concerning the creation
of the Federation of the Windward Islands. Includes protests against
confederation and discussions of various forms of colonial governance.
The Orders in Council and the Letters Patent for the new federation are
reprinted. Table of contents.

261. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Return of  Clauses in
Treaties between Great Britain and China Relating to the Treatment
of  Immigrants.” Parliamentary Papers 1888 (C. 5374), vol. 98. 5 p.
Texts of treaties and agreements dated 29 August 1842 to 6 May 1886.

262. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Annual Report of
the Protector of  Immigrants of  for 1888: Jamaica.” Parliamentary
Papers 1889 (C. 5620–11), vol. 54.

263. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Return Showing
Particulars Relating to Immigration of  Indian and Chinese Coolies
into Trinidad since 1871.” Parliamentary Papers 1892 (C. 26), vol. 56.
2 p.

264. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Return Showing
Particulars Relating to Immigration of  Indian and Chinese Coolies
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into British Guiana since the Report of  the Commission of  Inquiry in
1871.” Parliamentary Papers 1892 Sess. 1 (C. 25), vol. 56. 5 p.
Letter dated 9 September 1891 from the lieutenant governor of British
Guiana to Lord Knutsford, along with returns which provide a demo-
graphic breakdown of Indian and Chinese laborers in British Guiana as
well as the rate of wages on sugar estates. See also “Returns . . .
Trinidad,” 1892 Sess. 1 (26), vol. 56.

265. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Correspondence
Respecting Change in the Constitution of  the Legislative Council of
Jamaica.” Parliamentary Papers 1893–94 (C. 6997), vol. 60. 6 p.
Correspondence dated 8 August 1892 to 31 January 1893. Includes the
Queen’s Order in Council making changes to the Legislative Council,
including the substitution of the governor for a president nominated by
the Crown.

266. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Correspondence
respecting Change in the Constitution of  the Legislative Council of
Jamaica.” Parliamentary Papers 1893–94 (C. 6997), vol. 60. 6 p.

267. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Report of  the Royal
Commission to Inquire into the Condition and Affairs of  the Island of
Dominica, and Correspondence Relating Thereto.” Parliamentary
Papers 1894 (C. 7477), vol. 57. 204 p.
Report by Sir Hamilton (10 March 1894), commissioned to investigate
the social and political crises on the island. Hamilton gives brief history
of the island, including discussion of rebellions, labor, coffee and sugar
cultivation, finance, taxation, and politics. Includes summary of oral
evidence taken in Roseau and seven rural centers. Written evidence, in-
cluding that of Dr. H. A. Nicholls, medical officer of public institutions,
provides discussion of labor grievances and “racial prejudices.”

268. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Correspondence
Relating to the Sugar Industry in the West Indies.” Parliamentary
Papers 1897 (C. 8359), vol. 61. ix, 111 p.
Correspondence and attachments (including petitions and memorials,
ordinances, and financial documents) between the colonial governors, the
colonial office, planters, planters’ associations, agricultural organizations,
and others with a stake in the colonial sugar industry, complaining of
their desperate financial condition and discussing methods used and
proposed for their improvement. Material is arranged chronologically,
including by colony British Guiana, Trinidad, the Leeward Islands
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(Antigua and St. Kitts-Nevis), Barbados, the Windward Islands (St.
Lucia and St. Vincent), and Jamaica. Final section includes documents
ordering the formation of the Norman Commission and outlining its
tasks (see below). Includes table of contents and documents dated from
13 September 1894 to 12 January 1897.

269. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Report of  the West
India Royal Commission. Appendix C., Vol. I., Containing Part I.,
Minutes of  Proceedings, Reports of  Evidence, and Copies of  Certain
Documents Received in London.” Parliamentary Papers 1898
(C. 8656), vol. 50. 213 p.
Contains the verbatim minutes of the proceedings held by the Norman
Commission in London prior to its departure for the West Indies. Com-
missioners interviewed the chairman of the West India Committee, the
chairman of the Colonial Bank, merchants, owners, and managers of
West Indian estates, officials from the Board of Trade and the Board of
Inland Revenue, sugar refiners in England, sugar brokers, government
officials from the West Indies, an owner of gold mines in British Guiana,
as well as an estate manager and an estate owner from Queensland.
Documents prepared for the commission by witnesses are also included.
A few provide data on sugar production in places outside the West Indies,
including Germany, Egypt, Queensland, Mauritius, and the United
States. For the remaining volumes of the report, see below.

270. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Report of  the West
India Royal Commission. Appendix C., Vol. II., Containing Parts II.,
III., IV., and V., Proceedings, Evidence, and Documents Relating to
British Guiana, Barbados, Trinidad, and Tobago.” Parliamentary
Papers 1898 (C. 8657), vol. 50. 365 p.
Contains the minutes of proceedings and evidence collected by the
Norman Commission during its investigations in British Guiana, Bar-
bados, Trinidad, and Tobago. Witnesses include planters, plantation
managers and overseers, estate attorneys and engineers, agricultural
laborers, a small tobacco farmer, agricultural scientists, government
officials (including special magistrates), doctors, merchants, newspaper
editors, professors, barristers, clergymen, and tradesmen. Societies of
agriculturalists and merchants are also represented. Includes a foldout
map of British Guiana focused on gold mining and logging. For the re-
maining volumes of the report see below.

271. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Report of  the West
India Royal Commission. Appendix C., Vol. III., Containing Parts VI.
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to XIII. Proceedings, Evidence, and Documents Relating to the
Windward Islands, the Leeward Islands, and Jamaica.” Parliamentary
Papers 1898 (C. 8669), vol. 51. 430 p.
Further minutes of proceedings and evidence collected by the Norman
Commission during its investigations in the Windward Islands, the Lee-
ward Islands, and Jamaica. Witnesses include planters, plantation man-
agers and overseers, estate attorneys, agricultural laborers, peasant pro-
prietors, agricultural scientists, government officials, merchants, news-
paper editors, school officials, a professor, an engineer, a foundry owner,
barristers, clergymen, and tradesmen. For partial index to the report,
see below.

272. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Report of  the West
India Royal Commission. Appendix C., Vol. IV., Containing Analysis
of  Verbal Evidence.” Parliamentary Papers 1898 (C. 8799), vol. 51.
28 p.
Arranged by colony, then by the name of the witness, with a list of the
subjects addressed in the testimony of each witness. Can be used as
an index to the Norman Commission Report. See 1898 [C. 8655],
[C. 8656], [C. 8657], vol. 50, and 1898 [C. 8669], vol. 51.

273. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Special Reports
on Educational Subjects: Volume 4: Educational Systems of  the Chief
Colonies of  the British Empire.” Parliamentary Papers 1900
(Cd. 416), vol. 21. 312 p.

274. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Papers Relating to
the Recent Disturbances at Port of  Spain, Trinidad.” Parliamentary
Papers 1903 (Cd. 1661), vol. 44.
Correspondence concerns the burning of the Government House and
subsequent killings of unarmed protesters by police on 23 March 1903.
The protest was allegedly prompted by an attempt to charge residents
for water through a meter system. Members of the Ratepayers Associa-
tion were apparently joined by members of the colored population of the
city in the protest. Governor Moloney contends that the disturbance was
caused by agitation for representative government. Lists of killed and
wounded include men and women. The commission’s findings (1903
[Cd. 1662], vol. 44) give a detailed narrative of events, including the
estimates of four to five thousand protestors and the firing of 471 rounds
of ammunition by the police. A further investigation (1904 [Cd. 1988],
vol. 60) by the chief justice of British Guiana recommended bringing
charges against police.
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275. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Coolie Immigration
Ordinances (Trinidad and British Guiana).” Parliamentary Papers
1904 (Cd. 1989), vol. 59. 153 p.

276. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Educational Systems
of  the Chief  Crown Colonies and Possessions of  the British Empire,
including Reports of  the Training of  Native Races. Vol. 12: Part I:
West Indies and Central America; St. Helena; Cyprus and Gilbratar.”
Parliamentary Papers 1905 (Cd. 2377), vol. 25. 400 p.

277. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Correspondence
relating to Disturbances in British Guiana.” Parliamentary Papers
1906 (Cd. 2822), vol. 77. 63 p.
Correspondence from Governor Sir Hodgson (1905) reporting series of
“disturbances” involving “wharf labourers” and shooting of rioters by
police. Includes information on a general strike of casual laborers (both
black and Creole) on the wharfs and details of casualties. Reports en-
closed on effect of strike in Georgetown and on “negro labourers” on the
nearby sugar estates. Includes petition signed by 5,750 people protest-
ing economic conditions, treatment by police during riots, the settlement
of the strike, court hearings and punishments. Also includes petition
against more state-aided immigration of Indian laborers. Statistics com-
pare land held by blacks to land held by Indians. Includes reports from
immigration agents on the labor market, wages, and relations between
Creole, Indian, and African workers. See also “Further Correspondences
relating to Disturbances” (1906 [Cd. 3026], vol. 77) which includes
newspaper accounts of growing opposition to immigrant labor and lin-
gering tensions between African and Indian labor.

278. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “A List of  the Laws
Dealing with the Emigration of  Labourers from the British West
Indian Colonies to Foreign Countries.” Parliamentary Papers 1908
(Cd. 3827), vol. 73. 1 p.
Lists titles and dates of laws, acts, and ordinances by colony from 1864
through 1907.

279. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Despatches from his
Majesty’s Minister at Panama Respecting the Employment of  British
West Indian Labour in the Panama Canal Zone.” Parliamentary
Papers 1908 (Cd. 3960), vol. 107.
Includes text of the contract from employment of British West Indian
workers by the Isthmian Canal Commission of the United States (June
1907). Contract stipulates payment of ten cents U.S. currency per hour
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plus medical attention and living quarters. Laborers are to provide bed-
ding and food. Also includes dispatches from the British minister in
Panama with statistics, including wages, remittances, and “deaths per
1000 of Coloured Employees” from each British West Indian Colony.
Majority of British West Indian workers were from Barbados, Trinidad,
and Jamaica.

280. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Report of  the
Committee on Emigration from India to the Crown Colonies and
Protectorates.” Parliamentary Papers 1910 (Cd. 5192) (Cd. 5193)
(Cd. 5194), vol. 27. 107 p, 446 p, 171 p.
The 107-page report (26 April 1910) examines the future and history of
emigration from India to British West Indies. Recommends future emi-
gration to British Guiana and Trinidad and to a lesser extent Jamaica.
Combined with 5193, in the same volume, includes over five hundred
pages of evidence provided by eighty-three witnesses, including mem-
bers of the West India Committee in London, academics, church repre-
sentatives, colonial opponents to further immigration, and one Indian
barrister raised in Trinidad. Evidence contains information on savings
and remittances of Indians and discussion of conditions of labor for In-
dian women in British Guiana and Trinidad. Particularly valuable infor-
mation on state of Indian laborers from 1906 to 1910.

281. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “The Imperial
Department of  Agriculture in the West Indies. A Summary by Sir D.
Morris, K.C.M.G.” Parliamentary Papers 1911 (C. 5515), vol. 52. 16 p.
A summary of the activities of the Imperial Department of Agriculture
from its creation in 1898 to 1911. This is an update of an 1883 report
by Morris entitled “Planting Industries in the West Indies,” [C. 3794]
focused on the effects of “scientific agriculture” on the region and the
department’s efforts concerning sugar (including the establishment of
central sugar factories), cacao, rice, tobacco, cotton, limes, and rubber.
Also outlines the department’s efforts to promote the distribution of
experimental plants and in agricultural education in primary and sec-
ondary schools.

282. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Report on the
Administration of  the Imperial Parliamentary Grant-in-Aid of
Roads and Land Settlement in St. Vincent from 1898 to 1910–11.”
Parliamentary Papers 1911 (Cd. 5742), vol. 52. 24 p.
This paper describes the operations and administration of the Roads and
Land Settlement Fund in St. Vincent from 1898 to 1911. Administra-
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tion of the fund involved the purchase of estate land by the colonial gov-
ernment through an imperial grant-in-aid and the resale of that land, in
parcels as small as one acre, to peasant proprietors. Proprietors were to
manage their land in accordance with government instructions, to live
on the land for sixteen years, and to comply with the repayment terms
for any government loans they received, or forfeit without appeal the
allotment, all crops and all payments made. Town house lots were also
made available through this plan. Appendices A and B are statements of
revenue and of expenditure, respectively, for the local administration of
the plan. Appendix C shows the “Number of Lots disposed of on each
Estate, together with the Acreage and Date and Total Cost of Acquisi-
tion.” Includes map of St. Vincent.

283. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Report to the
Government of  India on the Conditions of  Indian Immigrants in
Four British Colonies and Surinam, by Messrs. James McNeil and
Chinian Lal. Part I. Trinidad and British Guiana.” Parliamentary
Papers 1914–16 (Cd. 7744), vol. 47.
Report commissioned by Indian government to investigate health, hous-
ing, working conditions, wages, administration of justice, freedom of
movement, relations between employers and laborers, marriage, reli-
gious rights, repatriation, and position of free Indians in Trinidad and
British Guiana. The investigation was a response to complaints of ex-
cessive numbers of prosecutions of Indian laborers. The investigators
traveled from India and visited several estates and labor settlements in
each colony. Includes account of disturbance in Berbice, British Guiana,
in which an Indian laborer was convicted for the killing of a police officer.
Valuable source for economic situation of Indians, both indentured and
free. Also contains statistics on property owned by Indians over period
between 1890 and 1913 in British Guiana, population statistics, savings,
and repatriation.

284. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Report to the
Government of  India on the Conditions of  Indian Immigrants in
Four British Colonies and Surinam, by Messrs. James McNeil and
Chinian Lal. Part II. Surinam, Jamaica, Fiji, and General Remarks.”
Parliamentary Papers 1914–16 (Cd. 7745), vol. 47.
Report by James McNeill contains a forty-three-page report on Indian
laborers in Jamaica, covering topics including housing, health, working
conditions, justice, relations between employers and laborers, repatria-
tion, “Free Indians,” and education. Contains a collection of statistics on
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wages broken down by name of worker, employer, sex, and plantation.
Also lists complaints against laborers between 1910 and 1912 and oc-
cupations of “free Indians.”

285. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Report by the
Honourable E. F. L. Wood, MP, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of
State for the Colonies on His Visit to the West Indies and British
Guiana, 1921–22.” Parliamentary Papers 1922 (Cmd. 1679), vol. 16.
101 p.

286. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Correspondence
between His Majesty’s Government and the Cuban Government
Respecting the Ill-treatment of  British West Indian Labourers in
Cuba.” Parliamentary Papers 1924 (Cmd. 2158), vol. 26. 21 p.

287. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Report of  the
British Guiana Commission.” Parliamentary Papers 1927
(Cmd. 2841), vol. 7. 67 p.
Report of a three-member commission that visited British Guiana in
November 1927 to investigate economic conditions. Report covers top-
ics including finance, agriculture, interior regions, population, immigra-
tion, health, constitution, and education. Gives budget deficits in period
between 1921 and 1927 and population statistics from 1911 and 1921
census. Recommendations for development involve exploitation of the
interior and use of financial resources to recruit labor from elsewhere in
British West Indies rather than India or Africa.

288. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Report of  the
West Indian Sugar Commission.” Parliamentary Papers 1929–30
[Cmd. 3517], vol. 8, 793. 124 p.
Commission established in 1929 to examine the causes of depression in
the sugar industry and possible measures to relieve it including the pos-
sibility of moving laborers to new settlements. The interim report rec-
ommends rationalization of British buying and selling of sugar, and the
final report gives account of the effects of the world depression in the
British West Indies. Examines labor conditions, describing poverty and
living conditions on sugar estates. Recommends improvements in hous-
ing and the establishment of peasant farming to help ensure stability of
work force.

289. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Correspondence
Relating to the Position of  the Sugar Industry.” Parliamentary Papers
1930–31 (Cmd. 3705), vol. 23, 129. 77 items, 79 p.
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291. Adamson, Alan. “The Reconstruction of  Plantation Labor After
Emancipation: the Case of  British Guiana.” In Race and Slavery in the
Western Hemisphere: Quantitative Studies, edited by Stanley L.
Engerman and Eugene D. Genovese. Princeton: Princeton University
Press, 1975.
Describes the transformation in the sources and uses of labor following
emancipation in British Guiana. Political control of the state by sugar
plantation owners resulted in legislation beneficial to planters in a num-
ber of areas including the control and regulation of Creole labor; the
control of the former slave peasantry; the immigration of workers from
Madras and Calcutta; the development of the indenture contract system;
and the control of the state’s fiscal policy to assist sugar plantations.
Discusses how the sugar industry’s monopoly of power permitted profit-
ability in Guiana well into the nineteenth century at high cost to labor-
ers and to the development of other areas of the local economy.

292. Adamson, Alan H. Sugar Without Slaves:  The Political Economy of
British Guiana, 1838–1904. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1972.
315 p.

Covers emergency assistance to the sugar industry in the British West
Indian colonies. Provides details of budgets and costs of production and
shipping. Also includes budgetary items for improvement of laborers’
living conditions on estates, according to recommendations of the Sugar
Commission (see 1929–30 [Cmd. 3517], vol. 8). Detailed descriptions
are given of unemployment in sugar industry for each colony.

290. Great Britain. Parliament. House of  Commons. “Report of  the
Royal Commission on West India.” Parliamentary Papers 1944–45
(Cmd. 6607), vol. 6. 483 p.
The report, known properly as the “Moyne Commission Report,” was
submitted in 1939 but was not issued because of outbreak of World War
II. Includes historical data from pre-1930 period. Links current poverty
and political crises to the history of slavery and immigration of labor-
ers. Gives population statistics for 1896, 1921, and 1936 as well as in-
formation on birth rates and agricultural product values. Also includes
sections on colonial administration, the status of women, and East In-
dians.
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293. Albert, Bill, and Adrian Graves. Crisis and Change in the International
Sugar Economy, 1860–1914. Norwich: isc Press, 1984. 381 p.
A collection of essays, mostly on the period from 1860 to 1914, exam-
ining sugar diplomacy, the political economy of sugar, labor relations,
and the effects of both slavery and emancipation in places such as Rus-
sia, Germany, the Balkans, British West Indies, Brazil, Cuba, Puerto
Rico, Trinidad, Argentina, Mexico, Peru, Egypt, the Portuguese Empire,
Natal, and Hawaii.

294. Alexander, Jack. “Love, Race, Slavery, and Sexuality in Jamaican
Images of  the Family.” In Kinship Ideology and Practice in Latin
America. Ed. Raymond T. Smith. Chapel Hill: University of  North
Carolina Press, 1984.
Investigates attitudes of middle-class Jamaicans during the 1960s to-
wards issues of race, class, and gender identity. Based on a series of
lengthy interviews with eleven middle-class Jamaican informants col-
lected between 1967 and 1969. Author explores views on kinship, affin-
ity, illegitimacy, the role of male in the family, race, class, and status.
Considers the middle-class “myth of origin” that locates the beginnings
of this class in the nonlegal union of white male masters and slave
women of African descent.

295. Alonso, Ana Maria. “Men in ‘Rags’ and the Devil on the Throne: A
Study of  Protest and Inversion in the Carnival of  Post-Emancipation
Trinidad.” Plantation Society in the Americas (1990): 73–120.

296. Ashdown, Peter. “Marcus Garvey, the unia and the Black Cause in
British Honduras, 1914–1949.” Journal of Caribbean History 15
(1981): 41–55.
Examines the development of a Universal Negro Improvement Associa-
tion (unia) branch in British Honduras against the backdrop of racial
tensions between Blacks, Metizos, Creoles, and whites. Based on Colo-
nial Office records and local newspaper accounts. Discusses the politi-
cal role of the unia including description of a July 1921 visit by Marcus
Garvey. Considers how the unia functioned as a multiracial political
organization in the 1920s but was subsequently eclipsed by new forms
of class and race politics during the nationalist period of the 1950s.

297. August, Thomas. “Jewish Assimilation and the Plural Society in
Jamaica.” Social and Economic Studies 36 (June 1987): 109–22.
Describes the history of the Jewish population in Jamaica. Argues that
prior to the 1870s Jews were viewed by the white population as a dis-
tinct group but that they became increasingly assimilated with the white
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elite following the 1865 rebellion. By 1914, many Jews had merged with
the white elite.

298. Bakan, Abigail B. Ideology and Class Conflict in Jamaica: the Politics of
Rebellion. Montreal: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 1990. 183 p.
Examines continuities in Jamaican workers’ protest as exemplified by the
1831 “Baptist War,” the 1865 Morant Bay Rebellion, and the labor re-
bellion of 1938. Examines the social history of Jamaican workers includ-
ing the expression of workers’ demands through a “religious idiom” and
their appeals to the British Crown as a potential source of fair treatment
and justice. Includes accounts of Alexander Bustamante’s ideology and
use of religion in his speeches during the events between 1937 and 1938.

299. Barron, T. J. “James Stephen, the ‘Black Race’ and British Colonial
Administration, 1813–47.” Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth
History 5 (January 1977): 131–50.
Investigates the career of James Stephen, an important British Colonial
Office official who served as legal counsel, assistant under-secretary, and
permanent under-secretary to the Colonial Office. Emphasizes Stephen’s
ideas about the role of the “Black race” within the British colonial sys-
tem. Details his family’s strong link to missionary work in Sierra Leone
and the influence of this link on his attitudes towards the ending of sla-
very and the apprenticeship system in the British West Indies. Includes
quotations from Stephen’s writings.

300. Barrow, Christine. “Ownership and Control of  Resources in
Barbados: 1834 to the Present.” Social and Economic Studies 32
(September 1983): 83–120.
Discusses the political economy of Barbados from emancipation to the
1980s with special attention to the position of elite property owners’
responses to challenges from former slaves, workers, and peasants. Dis-
cusses the importance of land shortages and the planters’ response to the
sugar crisis of the 1880s and early 1900s. Includes a discussion of the
1930 riots and their aftermath.

301. Basdeo, Sahadeo. Labour Organisation and Labour Reform in Trinidad,
1919–1939. St. Augustine: Institute of  Social and Economic
Research, University of  the West Indies, 1983. 285 p.
Examines the campaign by organized labor in Trinidad to persuade the
Colonial Office, the Trinidad government, and employers to recognize
their demands for new labor laws and the negotiations between the
Colonial Office and the Trindad government over labor. Discusses the
role of the British Trade Union Congress, the Labour Party’s Fabian
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Colonial Bureau, and the International Labor Organization as well as the
demands, protests, and organization of major Trinidadian labor organi-
zations, including A. A. Cipriani’s Trinidad Workingman’s association,
the East Indian National Association, the Trinidad and Tobago Trades
Union Council, and the Trinidad Labour Party. Presents data on sugar
estate wages for the 1930s as well as a bibliography of primary and sec-
ondary sources.

302. Basdeo, Sahadeo. “The Role of  the British Labour Movement in the
Development of  Labour Organization in Trinidad, 1929–1938.”
Social and Economic Studies 31 (March, 1982): 40–73.
Analyzes the role of the British Labour Party and trade union leaders
in trade union activity in Trinidad during the 1930s, including the ac-
tivities of A. A. Cipriani, W. Arthur Lewis, and Susan Lawrence. Based
primarily on Colonial Office records.

303. Beachley, R. W. The British West Indies Sugar Industry in the Late 19th
Century. 1957. Reprint. Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 1978.
Institutional history of the sugar industry in the British West Indies
from 1854 to 1903. Includes discussion of the transfer of estates from
bankrupt owners to solvent owners and the role of the Encumbered
Estates Court in that process. Discusses production and economic per-
formance of the major sugar producing colonies during and following
the U.S. Civil War as well as evidence of increased concentration of prop-
erty as the U.S. market developed. Also includes sections on sugar cane
cultivation and labor and wage issues. Concludes with a discussion of
competition between beet sugar and West Indian cane, and the end of
prosperity for West Indian cane planters.

304. Beckford, George. “Peasant Movements and Agrarian Problems in
the West Indies: Part II—Aspects of  the Present Conflict between
the Plantation and the Peasantry in the West Indies.” Caribbean
Quarterly 18 (March 1972): 47–58.

305. Beckford, George L. Persistent Poverty: Underdevelopment in
Plantation Economies of the Third World. New York: Oxford
University Press, 1972. 303 p.
A comparative history of plantation societies in Latin America, the Car-
ibbean, Asia and Africa. Examines the role of European capital in the
formation of plantation economies in the nineteenth and twentieth cen-
turies. Considers the transformation of plantation labor and society fol-
lowing emancipation and the emergence of distinctions by race, caste,
and class in Jamaica and elsewhere in the British West Indies.
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306. Beckles, Hillary and Verene Shepard, eds. Caribbean Freedom: Society
and Economy from Emancipation to the Present. London: Currey, 1993.
581 p.
Essays on emancipatory struggles and movements from the late eigh-
teenth century through the present in the Caribbean including Saint
Domingue (and Haiti), Cuba, Jamaica, Martinique, Guadeloupe, the Ba-
hamas, Trinidad, British Guiana, Barbados, Grenada, and Puerto Rico.
Themes include planter-peasant relations, indentured labor, popular
revolts, women and gender, the labor movement, the sugar industry, and
nationalist and socialist movements.

307. Bennett, J. Harry. Bondsmen and Bishops: Slavery and Apprenticeship
on the Codrington Plantations of Barbados, 1710 –1838. Berkeley:
University of  California Press, 1958.
A microstudy of life on a Barbadian sugar plantation, including the tran-
sition from slave to apprenticed labor. The eight-hundred-acre Cod-
rington plantations were bequeathed in 1710 to the Society for Propa-
gation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts. The day-to-day details of the
estate were recorded and sent to the Society in London, creating a use-
ful record of plantation life. Major themes discussed include the devel-
opment of abolitionist thought within the Society and its impact on the
running of a slave plantation; the period of “amelioration” (1793–1823),
which saw attempts to improve living and working conditions of slaves;
and the experiences of former slaves as apprentices in the immediate
postemancipation period from 1834 to 1838. During this latter period,
the Society experimented with an “allotment system,” providing former
slaves land in order to entice them to remain working on the estate.

308. Berleant-Schiller, Riva. “The Failure of  Agricultural Development in
Post-Emancipation Barbuda: A Study of  Social and Economic
Continuity in a West Indian Community.” Boletin de Estudios
Latinoamericanos y del Caribe 25 (December 1978): 21–36.

309. Bernal, Richard. “The Great Depression, Colonial Policy and
Industrialization in Jamaica.” Social and Economic Studies 37 (1988):
33–64.
Describes the impact of the Great Depression on the Jamaican economy.
Compares the Jamaican economy prior to the 1930s with those of Latin
American countries and explores the impact of colonialism on industri-
alization. Includes tables comparing the economic performance of Latin
American countries and Jamaica.
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310. Besson, Jean. “Family Land and Caribbean Society: Toward an
Ethnography of  Afro-Caribbean Peasantries.” In Perspectives on
Caribbean Regional Identity. Edited by Elizabeth M. Thomas-Hope.
Liverpool: Centre for Latin American Studies, University of
Liverpool, 1984.
Ethnography of Martha Brae, a rural Jamaican village in Trelawny Par-
ish. Based on ethnographic fieldwork carried out from 1969 to 1978.
Explores indigenous forms of land tenure, particularly the institution of
“family land” as practiced among the population of nearly eight hundred
in the village. Explores the relationship of “family land” to African and
European land tenure traditions and suggests a comparative framework
for understanding rural land tenure practices in the Caribbean. Includes
a historical study of land practices in Trelawny in the 1830s and 1840s
following emancipation. Includes additional references for Caribbean
land tenure history.

311. Besson, Jean. “Symbolic Aspects of Land in the Caribbean: The
Tenure and Transmission of  Land Rights among Caribbean
Peasantries.” In Peasants, Plantations and Rural Communities in the
Caribbean edited by Malcolm Cross and Arnaud Marks. Surrey:
Department of  Sociology, University of  Surrey, 1979.
Discusses land tenure, land transfer, and inheritance in the Caribbean.
Considers the relationship between land tenure and migration. The
author’s own work on the concept of “family land” operative in rural
Jamaica is used to suggest a more complex typology of land tenure that
accounts for the absence of individuals from the rural home as the Jamai-
can economy has historically created the need for migration to urban
areas or overseas for work. Extensive references are included.

312. Besson, Jean. “Land Tenure in the Free Villages of  Trelawny,
Jamaica:  A Case Study in the Caribbean Peasant Response to
Emancipation.” Slavery and Abolition 5 (May 1984): 3–23.

313. Besson, Jean, and Janet Momsen, eds. Land and Development in the
Caribbean. London: Macmillan Caribbean, 1987. 228 p.
A collection of essays that consider traditional attitudes toward land, the
effect of more recent political and economic changes on these attitudes,
and conflicts surrounding rural development. Includes essays on
Guyana, Barbados, Jamaica, the Bahamas, St. Vincent, Dominica, and
Grenada as well as Nevis and Barbuda.
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314. Bolland, Nigel and Assad Shoman. Land in Belize, 1765–1871. Law
and Society in the Caribbean, no. 6. Kingston: Institute of  Social and
Economic Research, University of  the West Indies, 1977. 142 p.
A history of land use, the development of the timber industry, and the
creation of a peasantry following emancipation in Belize. Using Colonial
Office records the authors trace white settler land use and struggles over
labor and land in the postemancipation period from 1831 to 1871. Top-
ics covered for the postemancipation period include the growth of com-
mercial agriculture, the monopolization of freehold land, immigration of
former slaves from other areas of the Caribbean, and the dispossession
of the Maya, Carib, and African populations. Appendices include timber
and sugar export data, distribution of freehold land, and acreage of cane
on estates with steam machinery in 1868.

315. Bolland, O. Nigel. “Creolization and Creole Societies: A Cultural
Nationalist View of  Caribbean Social History.” In Intellectuals in the
Twentieth Century Caribbean: Volume I: Spectre of the New Class: The
Commonwealth Caribbean, edited by Alistair Hennessy. London:
Macmillan Education, 1992.
Examination of “creole society” theories and their importance in both
Caribbean history and Caribbean historiography.

316. Bolland, O. Nigel. “Systems of  Domination after Slavery: The
Control of  Land and Labor in the British West Indies after 1838.”
Comparative Studies in Society and History 23 (October 1981): 591–
619.
Consideration of relations between planters and laborers after emanci-
pation with a focus on Belize.

317. Bolland, O. Nigel. “Reply to William A. Green’s ‘The Perils of
Comparative History’” Comparative Studies in Society and History 26
(January 1984): 120–25.

318. Bolland, O. Nigel. “Labour Control and Resistance in Belize in the
Century After 1838.” Slavery and Abolition 7 (September 1986):
175–87.
Analysis of strategies used by employers and the state to control labor-
ers in Belize following the end of the apprenticeship system in 1838.
Includes discussion of the mahogany trade. Based on records from the
British Colonial Office and Belize.

319. Bolland, O. Nigel. The Formation of A Colonial Society: Belize, from
Conquest to Crown Colony. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press,
1977. 240 p.
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History of Belize from conquest and settlement to the establishment of
crown colony rule in 1871. Discusses the transition from slavery to free
labor and the efforts to limit the growth of a peasantry after emancipa-
tion. Considers the roles of Maya, Black ‘Caribs,’ Creoles, and migrants
from China, South Asia, and elsewhere in the Caribbean in plantation
labor following the end of slavery.

320. Boomgaard, Peter, and Gert J. Oostindie. “Changing Sugar
Technology and the Labour Nexus: the Caribbean, 1750–1900.”
Nieuwe West-Indische Gids/New West Indian Guide 63 (1989): 3–22.

321. Brathwaite, Edward Kamau. “The Slave Rebellion in the Great River
Valley of  St. James, 1831/32.” Jamaican Historical Review 13 (1982):
11–30.

322. Brathwaite, Edward Kamau. “Caliban, Ariel, and Unprospero in the
Conflict of  Creolization: A Study of  the Slave Revolt in Jamaica in
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