
CONTENTS

Preface vii

Introduction 

PART I History

Chapter One: Life and Work 

. Ancestry and Early Years 

. Oken’s and Schelling’s Philosophies of Nature 

. Turning to Physics and Overcoming Philosophy of Nature 

. Herbart’s Psychology 

. The Aesthetic and Romantic View of Nature 

. The Philosophy of Late Idealism 

. Beginning Philosophical Work 

. Illness 

. The Day View’s Origins 

. Written Work after  

. The Day View as Contrasted with the Night View 

. Fechner’s Life after Recovery 

PART II Philosophy

Chapter Two: Nonreductive Materialism 

. Knowing and Believing 

. Fechner’s Mind-Body Theory: “The Identity View” 

Chapter Three: Philosophy of Nature 

. Philosophy of Nature and “Belief” 

. Psychical Phenomena as Functional States 

. The Day View as Scientific Identity Philosophy 

. Direct Realism: The Objective Reality of Phenomena 

. Further Implications of the Day View 

PART III Day View Science

Chapter Four: Scientific Realism and the Reality of Atoms 

. Fechner’s Early Writing on Atomism 

. The “Theory of Atoms” 



. Realism Includes Phenomenalism 

. Mach Turns to Anti-Atomism 

Chapter Five: Psychophysical Parallelism:

The Mind-Body Problem 

. Psychophysical Parallelism Dates Back to the s 

. Psychophysical Parallelism from Fechner to Feigl 

. Schlick and Carnap Enter the Scene 

. Psychophysical Parallelism in the United States: Herbert Feigl 

Chapter Six: Psychophysics: Measuring the Mental 

. Basic Concepts 

. The General Principle of Measurement and Measuring Sensation 

. Applying the Principle of Measurement to Gauging Sensations 

. Objections to Quantifying Psychical Phenomena 

. Ernst Mach’s Theory of Measurement 

. Measurement Theory and the Day View 

Chapter Seven: Self-Organization and Irreversibility:

Order Originating from Chaos 

. Life and Organic Development 

. The Philosophical and the Scientific Context 

. From Fechner to Freud and Peirce 

. Self-Organization Today 

Chapter Eight: Indeterminism: From Freedom 

to the Laws of Chance 

. Fechner’s Indeterminism 

. Excursus I: Freedom and Physiology 

. Excursus II: Epigenesis and Philosophy of History 

. “Collective Objects” 

. From Fechner to Von Mises 

Conclusion 

Appendix 

Notes 

Bibliography 

Index 


