
CONTENTS

  ACKNOWLEDGMENTS       xi

  PROLOGUE: Flying through Time       xvii

  INTRODUCTION: A People-Machine       1

  COLOR PLATES follow page       14

PART I. INVENTION IN THEATRICAL POLITY       23

  1. A Rupture of the Equilibrium       29

  2. Balloon Transcripts       53

  3. True Columbus       77

PART II. PHILOSOPHICAL NATION       103

  4. Balloon Spectators       109

  5. Fermentation and Discipline       131

  6. Provincial Citizens and Their Nations       151

  7. The Fall of a National Artifact       173

PART III. MATERIAL EMPIRE       195

  COLOR PLATES follow page       198

  8. Modern Atlantis       209

  9. Crossing the Channel       235

  10. A Liminal Geography       261



x | THE IMAGINED EMPIRE

  EPILOGUE: Revolutionary Metamorphoses       283

  NOTES       295

  GLOSSARY       343

  BIBLIOGRAPHY       345

  INDEX       415




