CONTENTS

Clearing 5

Moment of Amazement 6
Two Dogs, One Wise 7
Elegy for the Science Teacher
Bluefish, 1970 9

Coppice and Pollard 10
Yankee Barn Sale 13
Reading Music 15
Scottish Melodies 16
Hearing the News 17
Whitetail Spring 19

The Black Bear Inside Me 20

Theory 25

Alex, an Obituary 26
Hummingbird 27

The Collection of the Canter
True Blue Communications Man
Missing 32

Security Clearance 34
The Wages of Sin 36
Ballroom 37

At the Memorial 39

On the Grand Canal 40
Provisional Ode 41

30



Men as Friends 45

Semblance 46

The Broker 47

The Annual Performance Review 48
Taken into Account 49

The Barcelona Inside Me 50

Rodeo Ben 51

Make It Plain 53

Where the Unfairness of the World Resides
Blast Off 55

Words with Friends 56

The Fix 57

Notes 59
Acknowledgments 61

viii

54



