CONTENTS

Acknowledgments
ix
Introduction: Firearms as Symbols of Insurgency and Modernity

3

CHAPTER 1.

Carbines and Cartridge Belts: Affirming One’s Presence

45

CHAPTER 2.

Pistols and Pareddn: Violent Politics of Affect and Modernity

71

CHAPTER 3.

Riddled by Bullets: Weaponry, Militancy, and the People in Arms
as Desire and Enigma

93

CHAPTER 4.

Songs of Guerrilla Warfare and Enchantment: Popularizing
and Legitimizing Armed Struggle

121

CHAPTER 5.

Hidden Arsenals: Demobilized Combatants and
the Postwar State of Mind

150



viii

CHAPTER 6.
Golden AK-47s and Weapon Displays: The Props of the Drug War
181
Epilogue: The Long Shadow of the Rifle

207

Notes
213

Bibliography

241

Index

271



