
vii

C O N T E N T S

A New Foreword
David “Mr. McFeely” Newell  ix

Foreword: Born Again in Rogers  xvii
Bob Garfield 

Preface  xxv 

Fred Rogers and the Significance of Story  3
George Gerbner 

“What Is Essential Is Invisible to the Eye”  15
Jeanne Marie Laskas 

The Myth, the Man, the Legend  37
David Bianculli 

The Reality of Make-Believe  51 
Nancy E. Curry 

Fred’s Shoes: The Meaning of Transitions 
in Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood  67 
Roderick Townley 

Musical Notes: An Interview with Yo-Yo Ma  79
Eugenia Zukerman 

With an Open Hand: Puppetry on Mister  
Rogers’ Neighborhood  89 
Susan Linn 

The Theology of Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood  101
William Guy 



viii  Contents

Mister Rogers: Keeper of the Dream  123 
Paula Lawrence Wehmiller

Make-Believe, Truth, and Freedom: Television 
in the Public Interest  145 
Lynette Friedrich Cofer 

Mister Rogers Speaks to Parents  163 
Ellen Galinsky

Other Viewers, Other Rooms  175 
Mary Rawson

A Neighborhood with Forest and Trees: Allies, 
Coalitions, Kids, and Mister Rogers  183 
Mark Shelton

A Very Special Neighborhood: A Photo Essay  195 
Lynn Johnson 

Afterword: A Nation of Neighborhoods  215 
Marian Wright Edelman 

Notes  227 

Bibliography  231 

Index  247




