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ABOUT THE NOTES

The aim of Central Asia: Contexts for Understanding is to reach a broad 
readership with diverse needs. As such, the question of notes presents 
a unique challenge. Academics have noting conventions that are the 

guideposts of scholarship yet are often extraneous to more casual readers. 
The varied textbook markets in which this book is likely to be used have 
their own conventions, with textbooks in the United States often lacking 
notes while those in Europe being more likely to contain them. One goal 
of the project has been to maximize the accessibility of the volume so more 
people can efficiently learn about the Central Asian region. This issue of 
accessibility is not only about language and style, but also about cost. Thus, 
to produce the most cost-effective and widely accessible volume possible, 
standard academic citations are available in this companion notes volume, 
available for download free of charge. Readers of the main text will be able 
to get the full meaning of the authors’ arguments without referencing the 
notes volume, but it is made available here for those wishing to see some of 
the scholarship upon which the chapters are build. In a format that quotes 
a sentence extract from the main text associated with the reference, with 
footers providing the page range corresponding to the main text, the notes 
volume serves as something akin to an annotated bibliography that in its 
own reading offers insights into the scholarly literature beyond standard 
bibliographies.
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NOTES

Mapping Context

Julien Thorez and Emmanuel Giraudet

space has been commonly considered 
as a social product: Henri Lefebvre, 
La production de l’espace [The 
Production of Space] (Paris: 
Anthropos, 1974).

the “semiology of graphics”: Jacques 
Bertin, Sémiologie Graphique. Les 
diagrammes, les réseaux, les cartes 
[Semiology of graphics: Diagrams, 
networks, maps] (Paris: Editions de 
l’EHESS, 1967).

the production and dissemination of 
maps are subject to political control: 
Mark Monmonier, How to Lie with 
Maps (Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press, 1991).

long history of cartographic production: 
Many of these maps and atlases are 
available for consultation on the 
CartOrient website, www.cartorient.
cnrs.fr/accueil.

developed an important cartographic 
corpus: Atlas aziâtskoj Rossii [Atlas of 
Asiatic Russia] (Saint Petersburg: Izdanie 
pereselenčeskago upravleniâ, 1914).

first national atlases of the Central Asian 
republics: Atlas Uzbekskoj SSR [Atlas 
of the Uzbek SSR], 1963 (Moscow: 
Glavnoe upravlenie geodezii i 
kartografii pri sovete ministrov SSSR, 
1963); Atlas Tadžikskoj SSR [Atlas 
of the Tajik SSR], 1968 (Moscow: 
Glavnoe upravlenie geodezii i 
kartografii pri sovete ministrov SSSR, 
1968); Atlas Kazahskoj SSR [Atlas of 
the Kazakh SSR], T.1 1982, T.2 1985, 
(Moscow: Glavnoe upravlenie geodezii 
i kartografii pri sovete ministrov 
SSSR, 1982, 1985); Atlas Kirgizskoj 
SSR [Atlas of the Kyrgyz SSR], 1987 
(Moscow: Glavnoe upravlenie geodezii 
i kartografii pri sovete ministrov 
SSSR, 1987), etc.

as well as regional ones: Atlas severnogo 
Kazahstana [Atlas of North 
Kazakhstan], 1970 (Moscow: Glavnoe 
upravlenie geodezii i kartografii pri 
sovete ministrov SSSR, 1970); Atlas 
Kustanajskoj oblasti [Atlas of the 
Kustanay region], 1963 (Moscow, 
Glavnoe upravlenie geodezii i kartografii 
pri sovete ministrov SSSR, 1963); Atlas 
Karagandinskoj oblasti [Atlas of the 
Karaganda region], 1969 (Moscow: 
Glavnoe upravlenie geodezii i kartografii 
pri sovete ministrov SSSR, 1969). 
Taškent: geografičeskij atlas [Tashkent: 
geographical atlas] 1984 (Moscow: 
Glavnoe upravlenie geodezii i kartografii 
pri sovete ministrov SSSR, 1984), etc.

the corpus of maps on the region: Yuri 
Bregel, An Historical Atlas of Central 
Asia (Leiden: Brill, 2003).

digital libraries and contemporary online 
platforms: See CartOrient, www.
cartorient.cnrs.fr/accueil.

Part I. Contextualizing Central Asia

1. Central Asia as Global

Alexander Cooley

characterize its extrication as an 
“unwanted” independence: Martha 
Brill Olcott, Central Asia’s New 
States: Independence, Foreign Policy, 
and Regional Security (Washington, 
DC: United States Institute of Peace 
Press, 1996); and Ahmed Rashid, The 
Resurgence of Central Asia: Islam or 
Nationalism? (New York: ZED Books, 
1994).

plunged into a brutal civil war: Tim 
Epkenhans, The Origins of the Civil 
War in Tajikistan: Nationalism, 
Islamism, and Violent Conflict in 
Post-Soviet Space (Lanham, MD: 
Lexington Books, 2016).

The so-called Great Game: Peter 
Hopkirk, The Great Game: On 
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Secret Service in High Asia (Oxford 
University Press, 2001). For a critical 
review of the term’s use in this genre, 
see Geoffrey Hamm, “Revisiting the 
Great Game in Asia: Rudyard Kipling 
and Popular History,” International 
Journal 68, no. 2 (2013): 395–402.

the supposed new geopolitical 
competition: Nick Megoran and 
Sevara Sharapova, eds., Central 
Asia in International Relations: 
The Legacies of Halford Mackinder 
(Oxford University Press, 2014); and 
Rajan Menon, “The New Great Game 
in Central Asia,” Survival 45, no. 2 
(2003): 187–204.

most significant instruments and 
institutions: Alexey Malashenko, The 
Fight for Influence: Russia in Central 
Asia (Washington, DC: Brookings 
Institution Press, 2013).

Moscow renewed a range of bilateral 
leases: Yulia Nikitina, “The Collective 
Security Treaty Organization through 
the Looking Glass,” Problems of Post-
Communism 59, no. 3 (2012): 41–52.

Moscow backed the Uzbek government: 
Matteo Fumagalli, “Alignments 
and Realignments in Central Asia: 
The Rationale and Implications of 
Uzbekistan’s Rapprochement with 
Russia.” International Political Science 
Review 28, no. 3 (2007): 253–71.

threat of externally-sponsored street 
protests: Emilbek Dzhuraev, “Central 
Asian Stances on the Ukraine Crisis: 
Treading a Fine Line?” Connections 
14, no. 4 (2015): 1–10.

sought to promote the modernization of 
Xinjiang: Michael E. Clarke, Xinjiang 
and China’s Rise in Central Asia: A 
History (London, Taylor & Francis, 
2011).

highly dependent on Chinese investment: 
Bhavna Dave and Yuka Kobayashi, 
“China’s Silk Road Economic Belt 
Initiative in Central Asia: Economic 
and Security Implications,” Asia 
Europe Journal 16, no. 3 (2018): 267–
81; and Nargis Kassenova, “China as 
an Emerging Donor in Tajikistan and 
Kyrgyzstan,” Russie. Nei. Visions 36 
(2009): 11–13.

institutionalize many of its security 

interests: Stephen Aris, Eurasian 
Regionalism: The Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation 
(Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 
2011).

Presenting itself as a “new-style” 
organization: Thomas Ambrosio, 
“Catching the ‘Shanghai Spirit’: 
How the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization Promotes Authoritarian 
Norms in Central Asia,” Europe-Asia 
Studies 60, no. 8 (2008): 1321–44.

concluded basing rights agreements: 
Alexander Cooley, Great Games, 
Local Rules: The New Great Power 
Contest in Central Asia (New York: 
Oxford University Press, 2012), 30–50.

EU strategy was codified: Neil Melvin, 
“The European Union’s Strategic Role 
in Central Asia,” CEPS Policy Brief, 
no. 128, March 2007, 1–8.

Tokyo has been spurred back: Mirzokhid 
Rakhimov, “Central Asia and Japan: 
Bilateral and Multilateral Relations,” 
Journal of Eurasian Studies 5, no. 1 
(2014): 77–87.

South Korea also remains heavily 
involved: Timur Dadabaev, “‘Silk 
Road’ as Foreign Policy Discourse: 
The Construction of Chinese, Japanese 
and Korean Engagement Strategies in 
Central Asia,” Journal of Eurasian 
Studies 9, no. 1 (2018): 30–41.

region as a natural area to signal the 
country’s status: Emilian Kavalski, 
India and Central Asia: The 
Mythmaking and International 
Relations of a Rising Power (London: 
I. B. Tauris, 2010).

pursuit of a multivector foreign policy: 
Nicola P. Contessi, “Foreign and 
Security Policy Diversification in 
Eurasia: Issue Splitting, Co-alignment, 
and Relational Power,” Problems of 
Post-Communism 62, no. 5 (2015): 
299–311; and Sally Cummings, 
Understanding Central Asia: Politics 
and Contested Transformations 
(London: Routledge, 2013).

promoting the “New Silk Road” vision: 
James McBride, “Building the New Silk 
Road,” Council on Foreign Relations, 
May 26, 2015, https://www.cfr.org/
backgrounder/building-new-silk-road.
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connecting Eurasia to other parts of the 
globe: Halford John Mackinder, “The 
Geographical Pivot of History,” Royal 
Geographical Society, 1904.

the Silk Road placed it at the crossroads: 
Peter Frankopan, The New Silk Roads: 
The Present and Future of the World 
(New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2019).

reexport hub for Chinese goods: 
Bartlomiej Kaminski and Gaël 
Raballand, “Entrepôt for Chinese 
Consumer Goods in Central Asia: The 
Puzzle of Re-exports through Kyrgyz 
Bazaars,” Eurasian Geography and 
Economics 50, no. 5 (2009): 581–90.

region had signed a total of 176 
BITs: Borzu Sabahi, and Diora M. 
Ziyaeva, “Investor State Arbitration 
in Central Asia,” Transnational 
Dispute Management (TDM) 10, 
no. 4 (2013), www.transnational-
dispute-management.com/article.
asp?key=1969.

widespread use of shell companies: 
John Heathershaw, and Alexander 
Cooley, “Offshore Central Asia: An 
Introduction,” Central Asian Survey 
34, no. 1 (2015): 1–10.

implicated in a number of corruption 
scandals: Alexander Cooley and John 
Heathershaw, Dictators without 
Borders: Power and Money in Central 
Asia (New Haven, CT: Yale University 
Press, 2017).

an obvious red flag for corruption: 
Michael G. Findley, Daniel L. Nielson, 
and Jason Campbell Sharman, 
Global Shell Games: Experiments in 
Transnational Relations, Crime, and 
Terrorism (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 2014).

global criminal and anti-bribery 
investigations: Cooley and 
Heathershaw, Dictators without 
Borders.

external actors flocked to the region: 
Fiona B. Adamson, “Global 
Liberalism versus Political Islam: 
Competing Ideological Frameworks in 
International Politics,” International 
Studies Review 7, no. 4 (2005): 
547–69.

hybridization, without being 
homogenized: Douglas W. Blum, 

The Social Process of Globalization: 
Return Migration and Cultural 
Change in Kazakhstan (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2016).

Beijing to try and connect Uyghur 
separatists: Sean R. Roberts, The 
War on the Uyghurs: China’s Internal 
Campaign against a Muslim Minority 
(Princeton, NJ: Princeton University 
Press, 2020).

triggered alarm across the region: Noah 
Tucker, Central Asian Involvement in 
the Conflict in Syria and Iraq: Drivers 
and Responses (Arlington, VA: 
Management Systems International, 
2015), https://2012-2017.usaid.gov/
sites/default/files/documents/1866/
CVE_CentralAsiansSyriaIraq.pdf.

regimes themselves have different flavors: 
Mariya Y. Omelicheva, Democracy 
in Central Asia: Competing 
Perspectives and Alternative Strategies 
(Lexington: University Press of 
Kentucky, 2015); and Edward Schatz, 
“Access by Accident: Legitimacy 
Claims and Democracy Promotion 
in Authoritarian Central Asia,” 
International Political Science Review 
27, no. 3 (2006): 263–84.

authoritarianism has been central: Laura 
Adams, The Spectacular State: Culture 
and National Identity in Uzbekistan 
(Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 
2010).

autocrats across the region have 
readily mimicked: Filippo Costa 
Buranelli, “Authoritarianism as an 
Institution? The Case of Central Asia,” 
International Studies Quarterly 64, 
no. 4 (2020): 1005–16.

devastating effect on the West’s 
credibility: Edward Schatz and Renan 
Levine, “Framing, Public Diplomacy, 
and Anti-Americanism in Central 
Asia,” International Studies Quarterly 
54, no. 3 (2010): 855–69.

Promoting regime security: David Lewis, 
“Who’s Socialising Whom? Regional 
Organisations and Contested Norms 
in Central Asia,” Europe-Asia Studies 
64, no. 7 (2012): 1219–37; and Roy 
Allison, “Virtual Regionalism, 
Regional Structures and Regime 
Security in Central Asia,” Central 
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Asian Survey 27, no. 2 (2008): 
185–202.

eagerly welcomed the “alternative 
election monitors”: Rick Fawn, “Battle 
over the Box: International Election 
Observation Missions, Political 
Competition and Retrenchment in 
the Post-Soviet Space,” International 
Affairs 82, no. 6 (2006): 1133–53.

create common blacklists of political 
opponents: Alexander Cooley and 
Matthew Schaaf, “Grounding the 
Backlash: Regional Security Treaties, 
Counternorms, and Human Rights in 
Eurasia,” in Human Rights Futures, 
edited by Stephen Hopgood, Jack Snyder, 
and Leslie Vinjamuri (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2017).

3. Central Asia as Place

Alexander C. Diener and Nick Megoran

current global maps are not permanent 
geographical facts: Kris Olds, 
“Practices for ‘Process Geographies’: 
A View from within and outside 
the Periphery,” Environment and 
Planning D: Society and Space, 19 no. 
2 (2001): 129.

“Inner Asia” emphasizes its 
connectedness: Owen Lattimore, 
Studies in Frontier History: Collected 
Papers, 1928–1958 (London: Oxford 
University Press, 1962); Lattimore, The 
Desert Road to Turkestan (London: 
Kodansha, 1995).

the Russian doctrine of “Eurasianism,”: 
Milan Hauner, “Russia’s Asian 
Heartland Today and Tomorrow,” in 
Central Asia in International Relations: 
The Legacies of Halford Mackinder, ed. 
Nick Megoran and Sevara Sharapova 
(London: Hurst, 2013).

divests the region of most of Eurasia’s 
European space: John Schoeberlein, 
“Setting the Stakes of a New Society,” 
Central Eurasian Studies Review 1, 
no. 1 (2002).

The “Greater Middle East,” goes 
further: Mehdi Parvizi Amineh, ed., 
The Greater Middle East in Global 
Politics: Social Science Perspectives on 
the Changing Geography of the World 
Politics (Lieden: Brill, 2007).

There is no such faunal dividing line: 
“The notion that the earth’s surface 
was divided into discrete territorial 
massifs originated with ancient Greek 
geographers, who first identified 
the three ‘continents’ of Europe, 
Asia, and Africa.” Mark Bassin, 
“Russia between Europe and Asia: 
The Ideological Construction of 
Geographical Space,” Slavic Review 
50, no. 1 (1991): 2. For a detailed 
discussion of the Urals as a boundary 
between Europe and Asia see 
Martin Lewis and Kären Wigen, The 
Myth of Continents: A Critique of 
Metageography (London: University of 
California Press, 1997), 27–72.

limitations involved in regarding 
Central Asia as “Asian”: Hauner, 
“Russia’s Asian Heartland Today and 
Tomorrow.”

cultivated a more viable perspective 
on governance: Mark Bassin, 
“Nationhood, Natural Regions, 
Mestorazvitie—Environmentalist 
Discourses in Classical Eurasianism,” 
in Space, Place, and Power in Modern 
Russia: Essays in the New Spatial 
History, ed. Mark Bassin, Christopher 
Ely, and Melissa K. Stockdale, 49–78. 
(Dekalb: Northern Illinois University 
Press, 2010); Marlène Laruelle, 
Russian Eurasianism: An Ideology 
of Empire (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins 
University Press, 2016); Milan Hauner. 
What Is Asia to Us? Russia’s Asian 
Heartland Yesterday and Today 
(London: Unwin Hyman, 1990).

works of Pan Slavic scholars: Nikolai 
Danilevski, Rossia o Evropa 
Vzgliad na kul’turniye I politiheskie 
ostnosheniia slavranskogo mira k 
germane-Romanskomu [Russia and 
Europe: A look at the cultural and 
political relations of the Slavic world 
to the German-Roman] (Moscow: 
Kniga, 1895); Vladimir Lamanskii, 
Tri Mira Aziiskogo-Evropeiskogo 
Materika [Three worlds of the Asian-
European continent] (Petrograd: 
Novoe Vremeia, 1916).

evidence that sought the unity of all 
Slavic peoples: See Bassin, “Russia 
between Europe and Asia,” 13
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considered colonial possessions: see Hans 
Kohn, Pan-Slavism: Its History and 
Ideology, 2nd ed. (New York: Vintage 
Books, 1960): 190–210; Bassin, “Russia 
between Europe and Asia,” 15.

a new way for humankind: Ethnocentric 
thinking was at times prominent in the 
Slavophile movement (Hauner, What 
Is Asia to Us?, 49–68), as evidenced by 
the “Yellow Peril” discourses employed 
to promote a stronger Slavic presence 
in the Russian Far East and the anti-
Islamic and antinomadic discourses 
used rationalize Russian dominance in 
Central Asia, the Caucasus, and various 
Muslim border-regions. Bassin, “Russia 
between Europe and Asia,” 13.

culture and civilizational ideals to be 
problematic: Neo-Eurasianism has 
adapted these perspectives to the 
changing geopolitical realities of 
Eurasia (particularly Central Eurasia) 
by pitting a Eurasian civilizational 
ideal against US global hegemony.

more geographically expansive than the 
Pan Slavic imaginary: Arguments 
for the existence of a Eurasian race 
emerged during the period of classical 
Eurasianism; see Bassin, “Russia 
between Europe and Asia,” 15–16.

The product of the classical Eurasianist 
discourse: Bassin, “Russia between 
Europe and Asia,” 16.

political incarnation in the Eurasian 
Economic Union: Hauner, “Russia’s 
Asian Heartland Today and 
Tomorrow.”

“metageography” that “obscures more 
than it reveals”: Lewis and Wigen, 
Myth of Continents.

the setting for the “Silk Road”: It should 
be noted that those traversing the 
multiple routes that historically 
spanned Central Asia would not have 
employed the Silk Road descriptor. The 
term (die Seidenstraße) surfaced in late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries 
and is attributed to the German scholar 
and explorer Baron Ferdinand von 
Richthofen. For a critical consideration 
of the term and its connotation of 
historical connectivity see Khodadad 
Rezakhani, “The Road that Never Was: 
The Silk Road and Trans-Eurasian 

Exchange,” Comparative Studies of 
South Asia, Africa, and the Middle 
East 30, no. 3 (2010): 420–34.

subjugated in this metaphorical 
geographic reference: Rezakhani. 
“Road that Never Was,” 420.

homes to a great many groups: S. Fredrick 
Starr, The Lost Enlightenment: 
Central Asia’s Golden Age from 
the Arab Conquest to Tamerlane 
(Princeton, NJ: Princeton University 
Press, 2013); Scott Levi, “Early 
Modern Central Asia in World 
History,” History Compass 10, no. 
11 (2012): 866–78; Peter B. Golden, 
Central Asia in World History (New 
York: Oxford University Press, 
2010); Xinru Liu, The Silk Road in 
World History (New York: Oxford 
University Press, 2010); Christopher I. 
Beckwith, Warriors of the Cloisters: 
The Central Asian Origins of Science 
in the Medieval World (Princeton, NJ: 
Princeton University Press, 2012).

natural resources and control of the 
transit routes: Yuri Bregel, An 
Historical Atlas of Central Asia 
(Boston: Brill, 2003).

control of the trans-continental trade 
routes: Christopher I. Beckwith, 
Empires of the Silk Road: A History of 
Central Eurasia from the Bronze Age 
to the Present (Princeton, NJ: Princeton 
University Press, 2011); Golden, 
Central Asia in World History; Liu, 
Silk Road in World History.

testing the Roman Empire’s defenses: 
Beckwith, Empires of the Silk Road, 
93–111.

westernmost boundary of China’s 
Empire: Bregel, Historical Atlas of 
Central Asia, 18.

few people actually traveled the full 
extent: Beckwith, Empires of the 
Silk Road; Liu, Silk Road in World 
History; Stephen Kotkin, “Mongol 
Commonwealth? Exchange and 
Governance across the Post-Mongol 
Space,” Kritka 8, no. 3 (2007): 487–531; 
Levi, “Early Modern Central Asia in 
World History”; James Millward, The 
Silk Road: A Very Short Introduction 
(New York: Oxford University Press, 
2013); Peter Perdue, “Boundaries, Maps, 
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and Movement: Chinese, Russian, and 
Mongolian Empires in Early Modern 
Central Eurasia,” International History 
Review 20, no. 2 (1998): 263–86; L. J. 
Newby, The Empire and the Khanate: 
A Political History of Qing Relations 
with Khoqand, c. 1760–1860 (Leiden: 
Brill, 2005).

Mongols personified the very pastoral 
nomads: Kotkin, “Mongol 
Commonwealth”; Jack Weatherford, 
Genghis Khan and the Making of the 
Modern World (New York: Broadway 
Books, 2004).

subjective distinction between “civilized” 
and “barbaric”: Mobile pastoralists’ 
seasonal abandonment of lands 
allowed agriculturally based colonizers 
to rationalize seizure of territories they 
considered suboptimally exploited. 
Virginia Martin, Law and Custom in 
the Steppe: The Kazakhs of the Middle 
Horde and Russian Colonialism in 
the Nineteenth Century (London: 
Routledge, 2001): 114–30; Joseph 
Schechla, “The Ideological Roots of 
Population Transfer,” Third World 
Quarterly 14, no. 2 (1993): 239–75.

army from the disparate nomadic tribes: 
David Morgan, The Mongols (Oxford: 
Blackwell, 1986).

Spanning most of the Eurasian landmass: 
Timothy May, The Mongol Art of War: 
Chinggis Khan and the Mongol Military 
System (Yardley, PA: Westholme, 2007); 
Timothy May, The Mongol Conquests 
in World History (London: Reaktion 
Books, 2012); Morris Rossabi, The 
Mongols and Global History (New 
York: Norton, 2012).

One portion of this army ultimately laid 
claim: This set the stage for their two 
attempted invasions of Japan in 1274 
and 1281.

ultimately engulfing the divided 
principalities: Rossabi, Mongols 
and Global History; May, Mongol 
Conquests in World History.

a clear turning point of history: In A 
History of the English-Speaking 
Peoples, Winston Churchill wrote: 

But Asia too was marching against the 

West. At one moment it had seemed as if all 

Europe would succumb to a terrible menace 

looming up from the East. Heathen Mongol 

hordes from the heart of Asia, formidable 

horsemen armed with bows, had rapidly 

swept over Russia, Poland, Hungary, and 

in 1241 inflicted simultaneous crushing 

defeats upon the Germans near Breslau and 

upon European chivalry near Budapest. 

Germany and Austria at least lay at their 

mercy. Providentially in this year the Great 

Khan died in Mongolia; the Mongol leaders 

hastened back the thousands of miles 

to Karakorum, their capital, to elect his 

successor, and Western Europe escaped. 

([New York: Dodd, Mead, 1958], 2:9)

subsequently settled on the frontier: 
The reality of the Mongol/Tatar 
Yoke may have been quite different 
from how it is presented in much of 
Russian historiography (see Marlies 
Bilz-Leonhardt, “Deconstructing the 
Myth of the Tatar Yoke,” Central 
Asian Survey 27, no. 1 [2008]: 
33–43). Classical Eurasianists say 
it was actually good for Russia; 
neo-Eurasianists say its negative 
portrayal is a “black narrative” of the 
West. Bassin, “Nationhood, Natural 
Regions, Mestorazvitie,” 59.

the grand chessboard: Zbigniew 
Brezezinski, The Grand Chessboard: 
American Primacy and Its 
Geostrategic Imperatives (New York: 
Basic Books, 1997).

a “coin of the realm” ideal emerged: 
Kotkin, “Mongol Commonwealth.”

caravan trade continued: See Kotkin, 
“Mongol Commonwealth,” for further 
evidence.

not marking an absolute termination: 
Levi, “Early Modern Central Asia in 
World History.”

establishment of a direct sea route set 
in motion: Ron Sela, The Legendary 
Biographies of Tamerlane: Islam and 
Heroic Apocrypha in Central Asia 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 2011); Beckwith, Empires of the 
Silk Road.

India proved particularly vexing for 
Tsarist elites: Though technically a 
European regime, the years under 
Tatar rule were argued by many 
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Westernizers in Russia to have  
altered, if not stifled, Russian  
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development, thereby making them 
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Western European elites. Marshall 
Poe, A People Born to Slavery: 
Russia in Early Modern European 
Ethnography, 1476–1784 (Ithaca, 
NY: Cornell University Press, 2000). 
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manifested. Bassin, “Russia between 
Europe and Asia,” 4.

vie with one another in glorifying them: 
Leo Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God 
Is within You: Christianity and 
Patriotism (London: J. M. Dent, 1905).

Our civilizing mission in Asia will bribe 
our spirit: Cited in Hauner, What is 
Asia to Us?, 1.
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between Europe and Asia,” 7. Examples 
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Owen Lattimore’s references to local 
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existing in the Tien Shan mountain range 
and the long-standing historical legend 
of Prester John (see Lattimore, Desert 
Road to Turkestan). A rumor that the 
Tien Shan or Pamirs hosted the tallest 
mountain in the world existed until after 
WWII. Tales of warrior women, later 
deemed Amazons, also exist from this 
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reimagined expanse of territory: Russian 
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after the Jungar (a western Mongolian 

confederation) invasion of the Kazakh 
Steppe in the eighteenth century. The 
Jungar seemingly envisioned a form of 
Eurasianism and sought to enact it by 
establishing a territory stretching from 
Mongolia to the Caucasus.

benefit of securing the frontier: Karl 
Myers and Shareen Blair Brysac, 
Tournament of Shadows: The Great 
Game and the Race for Empire in 
Central Asia (Washington, DC: 
Counterpoint, 1999): 111–36.
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50–68.
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Tournament of Shadows, 111; Peter 
Hopkirk, The Great Game: The 
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(New York: Kodansha, 1994): 123.
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Halford Mackinder, “The 
Geographical Pivot of History,” 
Geographical Journal 23, no. 4  
(1904).
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of Visual Instruction,” Geographical 
Teacher 6 (1911); Gerry Kearns, 
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Halford Mackinder (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2009).
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Gearóid Ó Tuathail, Critical 
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Abdullaev, O’zbekiston Xalqlarining 
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O’zbekiston SSR Davlat Nashriyoti, 
1959), 260.
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Palgrave Macmillan, 2003).
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“The Soviet State and Nationalities 
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National Question in the New Europe 
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The Fifteen Soviet Socialist Republics 
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Independent States (Madison: University 
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no. 1 (2003): 45.
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Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1969), 
241–42.

Islamic threat to the Soviet state: 
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The Islamic Threat to the Soviet State 
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Sergei Poliakov, Everyday Islam: 
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(2003): 187–204.
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Myron Weiner (London: I. B. Tauris, 
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new Great Game was played by “local 
rules”: Alexander Cooley, Great 
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Oxford University Press, 2012).

security-centric Washingtonian analysis: 
John Heathershaw and Nick Megoran, 
“Contesting Danger: A New Agenda 
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Asia,” International Affairs 87, no. 3 
(2011): 589–612.

key theatre in the war on terror: Douglas 
Lovelace, foreword, in Elizabeth 
Wishnick, ed., Strategic Consequences 
of the Iraq War: U.S. Security Interests 
in Central Asia Reassessed (Carlisle, 
PA: Strategic Studies Institute, US Army 
War College, 2004), iii.

globalization is threatened by Central 
Asia’s disconnectedness: Thomas 
Barnett, The Pentagon’s New Map: War 
and Peace in the Twenty-First Century 
(New York: Berkeley Books, 2004).

broad arc of instability: Donald 
Rumsfeld, Annual Report to 
the President and to Congress 
(Washington, DC: US Department of 
Defense, 2002), 11, https://www.hsdl.
org/?view&did=851.

significance derives from its being on 
the “front line”: S. Neil MacFarlane, 
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Central Asia,” International Affairs 
80, no. 3 (2004): 447–61; Fiona Hill, 
“The United States and Russia in 
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The Aspen Institute Congressional 
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Strategic Consequences of the Iraq 
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Mathew Goodman and David A. 
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What, Why, So What?” CSIS Global 
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1–3; Alexander Diener, “Parsing 
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eastward shift in the global economic 
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Jaana Remes, J. Manyika, Charles 
Roxburgh, Sven Smit, and Fabian 
Schaer, Urban Cities and the Rise 
of the Consuming Class New York: 
McKinsey Global Institute, 2012.
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Developed Countries, Landlocked 
Developing Countries and Small Island 
Developing States), The Development 
Economics of Land-lockedness (New 
York: UN-OHRLLS, 2013).

a product of histories of struggle: Ó 
Tuathail, Critical Geopolitics, 1.

4. Central Asia as Story

Benjamin Gatling

evokes disparate historical and narrative 
strands: Katherine Hughes, “From 
the Achaemenids to Somoni: National 
Identity and Iconicity in the Landscape of 
Dushanbe’s Capitol Complex,” Central 
Asian Survey 36, no. 4 (2017): 511–33.

dynamic tradition remains a matter of 
some dispute: Karl Reichl, “Oral 
Epics into the Twenty-First Century: 
The Case of the Kyrgyz Epic Manas,” 
Journal of American Folklore 129, no. 
513 (2016): 327–44.
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criticisms: Eva-Marie Dubuisson, 
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Journal of Linguistic Anthropology 
20, no. 1 (2010): 101–15.
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worldview: Sean R. Roberts, 
“Negotiating Locality, Islam, and 
National Culture in a Changing 
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Men in the Ili Valley,” Central Asian 
Survey 17, no. 4 (1998): 673–99.
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extreme differences between bakhshi: 
Theodore Levin, The Hundred 
Thousand Fools of God: Musical 
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New York) (Bloomington: Indiana 
University Press, 1996).
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University Press, 2010), 145–46.
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Margaret Mills and Ravshan 
Rahmoni, Conversations with 
Davlat Khâlâv: Oral Narratives from 
Tajikistan (Moscow: Humanitary, 
2000), 111. 

contemporary Tajiks telling stories: 
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Tajikistan,” Journal of Folklore 
Research 53, no. 1 (2016): 41–65.

Sometimes, legends evolve into 
conspiracy theories: Gary Alan Fine 
and Bill Ellis, The Global Grapevine: 
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and Trade Matter (New York: Oxford 
University Press, 2013), 53.
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Tajikistan: John Heathershaw, “Of 
National Fathers and Russian Elder 
Brothers: Conspiracy Theories and 
Political Ideas in Post-Soviet Central 
Asia,” Russian Review 71, no. 4 
(2012): 610–29.

Case I-A. Ordinary Soviet Life 
through Collectivization

Marianne Kamp

American tractorization inspired 
Soviet agricultural economists: In 
the decade of the 1920s, tractor 
ownership in Texas, the US’s leading 
cotton producing state, increased 
from 9,000 to 37,000 units, and it 
was estimated in the 1930s that every 
tractor displaced three to five farm 
worker families. Neil Foley, The White 
Scourge: Mexicans, Blacks, and Poor 
Whites in Texas Cotton Culture 
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Press, 1997), 133, 165, 179. Reflections 
on American cotton production are 
found in Soviet agricultural journals.

Zulayho, who was born in 1916, and 
Boltaboy, born in 1914, remembered 
their lives before collectivization: 
Zulayho A, b. 1916, interviewed 
in Hazarasp district, Xorazm 
province, Uzbekistan, in 2003 by 
Komil Kolonov. Transcript Xorazm 
9. Translations by Marianne Kamp. 
Boltabay K, b. 1914, interviewed in 
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2003 by Komil Kolonov. Transcript 
Xorazm 4. Translations by Marianne 
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Russell Zanca, Elyor Karimov; with 
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by IREX, University of Wyoming, and 
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thousands of kulak families were exiled: 
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in the USSR, see Ronald Suny, The 
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University Press, 1998), 221–31. 
A classic account of the scope of 
collectivization disaster is Robert 
Conquest’s Harvest of Sorrow: Soviet 
Collectivization and the Terror-
Famine (Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 1986). On collectivization in 
Uzbekistan, see Marianne Kamp 
and Russell Zanca, “Recollections 
of Collectivization in Uzbekistan: 
Stalinism and Local Activism,” Central 
Asian Survey 36, no. 1 (2017): 55–72.

Collectivization-related famine struck the 
Soviet Union: Sarah Cameron, “The 
Kazakh Famine of 1930–33: Current 
Research and New Directions,” East/
West: Journal of Ukrainian Studies 3, 
no. 2 (2016): 117–32.

“a lot of people went to sell gold and buy 
flour.”: The Soviet state established 
Torgsin stores to obtain gold from 
its own citizens in order to fund its 
purchase abroad of technology for 
industrialization. Elena Osokina, 

“Torgsin: Gold for Industrialization,” 
Cahiers du monde Russe 47 no. 4 
(2006): 715–48. In the 1930s, the 
United States also sought to remove 
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Roosevelt’s 1933 Executive Order 6102.

“women were forced to remove the 
paranji,”: On Soviet education among 
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E. Thomas Ewing, “Ethnicity at School: 
Educating the ‘Non-Russian’ Children of 
the Soviet Union, 1928–1939,” History 
of Education, 35, no. 4–5 (2006): 
499–519. On unveiling, see Marianne 
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Islam, Modernity, and Unveiling under 
Communism (Seattle: University of 
Washington Press, 2006); Douglas 
Northrop, Veiled Empire: Gender and 
Power in Stalinist Central Asia (Ithaca, 
NY: Cornell University Press, 2004).

Case I-B. Regulation and 
Appropriation of Islam in 
Authoritarian Political Contexts

Tim Epkenhans

forcefully reshaped the public Islamic 
religious field: For the concept of the 
religious field see, Pierre Bourdieu, 
“Genesis and Structure of the 
Religious Field,” Comparative Social 
Research 13, no. 1 (1991): 1–44.

strong obstacle to the implementation of 
Soviet rule: For Russian and Soviet 
Orientalism see Michael Kemper 
and Stephan Conermann, eds., The 
Heritage of Soviet Oriental Studies 
(New York: Routledge, 2011). For 
Islam and Muslim institutions in pre-
Soviet Central Asia see: Paolo Sartori, 
“Colonial Legislation Meets Sharī’a: 
Muslims’ Land Rights in Russian 
Turkestan,” Central Asian Survey 29, 
no. 1 (2010): 43–60.

religious practice were taught, negotiated, 
and eventually experienced 
disappeared: See Shoshana Keller, 
To Moscow, Not Mecca: The Soviet 
Campaign against Islam in Central 
Asia, 1917–1941 (Westport, CT: 
Praeger, 2001).

practice and belief became less regulated: 
See Talal Asad, The Idea of an 
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Studies / Georgetown University, 
1986) and Adeeb Khalid, Islam after 
Communism: Religion and Politics in 
Central Asia (Berkeley: University of 
California Press, 2007).
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(New Haven, CT: Yale University 
Press, 1998).

Soviet authorities determined a 
dichotomy: See Mark Saroyan, 
“Rethinking Islam in the Soviet 
Union,” in Beyond Sovietology: 
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The Origins of the Civil War in 
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and Violent Conflict in Post-Soviet 
Space (Lanham, MD: Lexington 
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Part II. Contexts of History

5. Pre-Colonial Central Asia

Scott C. Levi
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some members of the Toqay-Timurid 
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1759–1864 (Stanford, CA: Stanford 
University Press, 1998); Laura Newby, 
The Empire and the Khanate: A 
Political History of Qing Relations 
with Khoqand, c.1760–1860 (Leiden: 
E. J. Brill, 2005); Kwangmin Kim, 
Borderland Capitalism: Turkestan 

Produce, Qing Silver, and the Birth 
of an Eastern Market (Stanford, CA: 
Stanford University Press, 2016).

revenue from this official relationship 
streamed into Khoqand: For a more 
detailed treatment of the history of 
Khoqand, see Scott C. Levi, The Rise 
and Fall of Khoqand, 1709–1876: 
Central Asia in the Global Age 
(Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh 
Press, 2017); Bakhtiyar Babadjanov, 
Kokandskoe khanstvo: vlast,’ politika, 
religiia (Tashkent: Yangi Nashr, 2010).

Khoqand’s population: Timur K. 
Beisembiev and Scott C. Levi, 
Encyclopaedia Iranica (forthcoming), 
s.v. “Khoqand.”

a fiscal crisis that forced the Qing: 
Millward, Beyond the Pass, 58–61, 
235–36.

Cherniaev led his Russian troops to 
victory: See Alexander Morrison, 
The Russian Conquest of Central 
Asia: A Study in Imperial Expansion, 
1814–1914 (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 2021).

Khoqand’s irrigation programs: Levi, Rise 
and Fall of Khoqand, 219.

Khoqand’s greatest rival: Andreas 
Wilde, What Is Beyond the River? 
Power, Authority and Social Order 
in Transoxania 18th–19th Centuries, 
3 vols. (Wien: Österreichischen 
Akademie der Wissenshchaften, 2016).

Bukharans exploited their own long-
standing commercial linkages: For 
India, see Scott C. Levi, The Indian 
Diaspora in Central Asia and Its 
Trade, 1550–1900 (Leiden: E. J. Brill, 
2002).

Russian commercial interests extended: 
See Audrey Burton, The Bukharans: 
A Dynastic, Diplomatic and 
Commercial History, 1550–1702 
(New York: St. Martin’s Press, 
1997). See also Scott C. Levi, “India, 
Russia and the Eighteenth-Century 
Transformation of the Central Asian 
Caravan Trade,” Journal of the 
Economic and Social History of the 
Orient 42, no. 4 (1999): 519–20.

Bukharan merchants extended their 
networks: This point is addressed 
in Erika Monahan, The Merchants 
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of Siberia: Trade in Early Modern 
Eurasia (Ithaca, NY: Cornell 
University Press, 2016), 200–201, 
260–61. For contrasting perspectives, 
cf. Christopher I. Beckwith, Empires 
of the Silk Road: A History of 
Central Eurasia from the Bronze 
Age to the Present (Princeton, NJ: 
Princeton University Press, 2009), 
241–42, 262; Sela, Legendary 
Biographies of Tamerlane, 117–40; 
Paolo Sartori, “Introduction: On 
Khvārazmian Connectivity: Two or 
Three Things That I Know about 
It,” Journal of Persianate Studies 9, 
no. 2 (2016): 133–57. For a response 
to Sela, see Scott C. Levi, “Early 
Modern Central Asia in World 
History,” History Compass 10, no. 
11 (2012): 866–78.

Manghit claim to legitimacy: Manghit 
amirs bolstered their claim as the 
rightful rulers over Bukhara through 
strategic history writing. See Anke 
von Kügelgen, Die Legitimierung der 
mittelasiatischen Mangitendynastie 
in den Werken ihrer Historiker 
(Istanbul: Orient-Institut; Würzburg: 
Ergon-Verlag, 2002). Published in 
Russian translation as Legitimatsiia 
Sredneaziatskoi dinastii Mangitov 
v proizvedeniiakh ikh istorikov 
(XVIII–XIX vv.) (Almaty: Daĭk-
Press, 2004).

this earned Amir Nasrallah the nickname: 
Bregel, “New Uzbek States,” 397.

developing a more capable standing 
army: Holzwarth, “Bukharan Armies 
and Uzbek Military Power,” 330–33.

Khiva was also distinctive: See Sartori, 
“Introduction: On Khvārazmian 
Connectivity.”

his brother and successor: Bregel, “New 
Uzbek States,” 399.

Turkmen grew infamous for running 
raids: See Jeff Eden, “Beyond the 
Bazaars: Geographies of the Slave 
Trade in Central Asia,” Modern Asian 
Studies 51, no. 4 (2017): 1–37.

the Khivan khans leveraged their ability: 
Bregel, “New Uzbek States,” 400, 404.

state’s new position as a Russian 
protectorate: Bregel, “New Uzbek 
States,” 409.

6. Colonial Central Asia

Alexander Morrison

“Russia did not have colonies” is a 
common refrain: See S. V. Timchenko 
and V. Germanova on, respectively, 
modern Kazakh and modern Uzbek 
historiography, which make up 
appendices 1 & 2 of S. Abashin, 
D. Arapov and N. Bekmakhanova, 
eds., Tsentral’naia Aziia v sostave 
Rossiiskoi Imperii (Moscow: Novoe 
Literaturnoe Obozrenie, 2007), 
338–81.

The reasons cited vary: Most of these 
can be found in Evgenii Glushchenko, 
Rossiii v Srednei Azii. Zavoevaniia 
i preobrazovaniia (Moscow: 
Tsentropoligraf, 2010). He does 
not shy away from using the term 
colonizers to describe the Russians in 
Central Asia, but argues that their role 
was entirely benign.

Tsarist officials often claimed that their 
colonialism was more humane: Ulrike 
Lindner, “New Forms of Knowledge 
Exchange between Imperial Powers: 
The Development of the Institut 
Colonial International (ICI) Since the 
End of the Nineteenth Century,” in 
Imperial Co-operation and Transfer, 
1870–1930: Empires and Encounters, 
ed. Volker Barth and Roland 
Cvetkovski (London: Bloomsbury 
Academic, 2015), 67.

routinely described Central Asia 
as a colony: E.g., P. P. Semenov 
“Znachenie Rossii v kolonizatsionnom 
dvizhenii evropeiskikh narodov,” 
Izvestiia Imperatorskogo Russkago 
Geograficheskago Obshchestva 
XXVIII (1892): 349–69; V. Voshchinin 
Ocherki novago Turkestana. Svet i teni 
Russkoi Kolonizatsii (Saint Petersburg: 
Tip. Tov. “Nash Vek,” 1914).

The USSR did not have colonies: E.g., G. 
I. Safarov, Kolonial’naia Revoliutsiia. 
Opyt Turkestana (Moscow: Gosizdat, 
1921); P. G. Galuzo, Turkestan-
Koloniia, (Moscow: Izd. Komm. Un-ta 
Trudiashchikhsia Vostoka, 1929); A. 
Abdykalykova and A. Pankratova, ed., 
Istoriia Kazakhskoi SSR s drevneishikh 
vremen do nashikh dnei (Alma-Ata: 
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KazOgiz, 1943). This last work proved 
highly controversial, and Pankratova 
was attacked for being too critical 
of Russian colonialism—see further 
Harun Yilmaz, “History Writing as 
Agitation and Propaganda: The Kazakh 
History Book of 1943,” Central Asian 
Survey 31, no. 4 (2012): 409–23.

the idea of the Russians as the “elder 
brother”: On the subsequent 
transformation in Soviet 
historiography on Central Asia see 
Lowell Tillett, The Great Friendship: 
Soviet Historians on the Non-
Russian Nationalities (Chapel Hill, 
NC: University of North Carolina 
Press, 1969), 32–4, 174–90; and Eli 
Weinermann “The Polemics between 
Moscow and Central Asians on the 
Decline of Central Asia and Tsarist 
Russia’s Role in the History of the 
Region,” Slavonic and East European 
Review 71, no. 3 (1993): 428–81.

Russian views of the region were 
frequently Orientalist: The scholarship 
on Russian Orientalism is now 
extensive. See in particular Susan 
Layton, Russian Literature and Empire: 
Conquest of the Caucasus from Pushkin 
to Tolstoy (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 1994); Adeeb Khalid, 
Nathaniel Knight and Maria Todorova, 
“Ex Tempore–Orientalism,” Kritika 
1, no. 4 (2000): 691–727; Vladimir 
Bobrovnikov, “Pochemu my marginaly? 
Zametki na poliakh russkogo perevoda 
‘Orientalizma’ Edwarda Saida,” Ab 
Imperio 2 (2008): 325–44; David 
Schimmelpenninck van der Oye, 
Russian Orientalism: Asia in the 
Russian Mind from Peter the Great 
to the Emigration (New Haven, CT: 
Yale University Press, 2010); Vera Tolz, 
Russia’s Own Orient: The Politics of 
Identity and Oriental Studies in the 
Late Imperial and Early Soviet Periods 
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011).

when the conquest of Central Asia 
began is complicated: See Svetlana 
Gorshenina, L’invention de l’Asie 
centrale: Histoire du concept de la 
Tartarie à l’Eurasie (Geneva: Droz, 
2014) for the genealogy of “Central 
Asia” in Western writing. On the 

conquest as a whole see Alexander 
Morrison, The Russian Conquest of 
Central Asia: A Study in Imperial 
Expansion, 1814–1914 (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2020).

tsarist historians often traced the Russian 
conquest: V. V. Grigor’ev, “Russkaia 
politika v otnoshenii k Srednei 
Azii,” in Sbornik Gosudarstvennykh 
Znanii I, ed. V. P. Bezobrazov (Saint 
Petersburg: Tip. V. P. Bezobrazov, 
1874), 233–61; M. A. Terent’ev Istoriia 
Zavoevaniia Srednei Azii (Saint 
Petersburg: Tip. A. Komarova, 1906), 
I, 1–5; S. M. Seredonin, “Istoricheskii 
ocherk zavoevaniia Aziatskoi 
Rossii,” in Aziatskaia Rossiia I (Saint 
Petersburg: Izd. Pereselencheskago 
Upravleniia, 1914), 1–2.

signaled a permanent shift in the balance 
of power: Peter C. Perdue, China 
Marches West: The Qing Conquest 
of Central Eurasia (Cambridge, MA: 
Belknap Press of Harvard University 
Press, 2005).

Soviet historians invariably wrote: Alan 
Bodger, “Abulkhair, Khan of the 
Kazakh Little Horde, and His Oath 
of Allegiance to Russia of October 
1731,” Slavonic and East European 
Review 58, no. 1 (1980): 40–57, 
contains a useful summary of Soviet 
historiography. See further Gregory 
Afinogenov, “Languages of Hegemony 
on the Eighteenth-Century Kazakh 
Steppe,” International History Review 
41, no. 5 (2018): 1020–38.

Abu’l-Khayr did not understand the 
agreement: Muhammad Tevkelev 
“Donoshenie perevodchika Kollegii 
inostrannykh del A. I. Tevkeleva v 
Kollegiiu inostrannykh del o priniatii 
rossiiskogo poddanstva kazakhami 
Mladshego i Srednego zhuzov 
ot 5 Ianvaria 1732g,” in Istoriia 
Kazakhstana v Russkikh Istochnikakh 
XVI– XX vekov, vol. 3, Zhurnaly i 
Sluzhebnye Zapiski Diplomata A. 
I. Tevkeleva po Istorii i Etnografii 
Kazakhstana, ed. I. V. Erofeeva 
(Almaty: “Daik-Press,” 2005), 51–64; 
I. V. Erofeeva, Khan Abulkhair: 
Polkovodets, pravitel,’ politik 
(Almaty: “Daik-Press,” 2007), 217–39.
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Russian rulers began claiming the 
Kazakhs: Erofeeva, Khan Abulkhair, 
361–83; Allen J. Frank, “The Qazaqs 
and Russia,” in The Cambridge 
History of Inner Asia: The Chinggisid 
Age, ed. Nicola di Cosmo, Allen J. 
Frank and Peter Golden (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2011): 
363–79.

the Middle Horde was able to maintain 
fairly stable diplomatic relations: 
Jin Noda and Onuma Takahiro, ed., 
A Collection of Documents from the 
Kazakh Sultans to the Qing Dynasty 
(Tokyo: TIAS, 2010).

Not until the 1790s: Virginia Martin, 
Law and Custom in the Steppe: 
The Kazakhs of the Middle Horde 
and Russian Colonialism in the 
Nineteenth Century (Richmond, 
Surrey, UK: Curzon, 2001), 2, 
34–47; Marc Raeff, Siberia and the 
Reforms of 1822 (Seattle: University 
of Washington Press, 1956), 112–28; 
D. V. Vasil’ev, Rossiia i Kazakhskaia 
step.’ Administrativnaia politika 
i status okrainy XVIII–pervaia 
polovina XIX veka (Moscow: 
Rosspen, 2014), 208–44.

a new chapter of Russian conquest: 
Alexander Morrison, “Twin Imperial 
Disasters: The Invasions of Khiva and 
Afghanistan in the Russian and British 
Official Mind, 1839–1842,” Modern 
Asian Studies 48, no. 1 (2014): 253–300.

doomed attempt to create a steppe-based 
polity: Erumkhan Bekmakhanov, 
Kazakhstan v 20–40gg XIX veka 
(Alma-Ata: ‘Nauka,’ 1947); Stephen 
Sabol, “Kazak Resistance to Russian 
Colonization: Interpreting the 
Kenesary Kasymov Revolt, 1837–
1847,” Central Asian Survey 22, no. 
2–3 (2003): 231–52.

The Khanate of Khoqand: On Khoqand’s 
rule in the southern steppe see T. K. 
Beisembiev, “Vysshaya administratsiya 
Tashkenta i yuga Kazakhstana v 
period Kokandskogo Khanstva: 
1809–1865gg,” Istoriko-kul’turnye 
vzaimosvyazi Irana i Dasht-i Kipchaka 
v XIII– XVIIIvv, ed. M. Kh. 
Abuseitova and Safar Abdullo (Almaty: 
“Daik-Press,” 2004), 291–313.

highly problematic, Russian frontier line: 
M. L. Iudin, Vzyatie Ak-Mecheti v 
1853 godu kak nachalo zavoevaniia 
Kokandskogo Khanstva (Moscow: 
Izd. Vladimira Bolasheva, 1917); N. 
A. Khalfin, Politika Rossii v Srednei 
Azii (1857–1868) (Moscow: Izd. 
Vostochnoi Literatury, 1960), 26.

the main point of contention: Dietrich 
Geyer, Russian Imperialism: The 
Interaction of Domestic and Foreign 
Policy, 1860–1914, trans. Bruce Little 
(Leamington Spa: Berg, 1987), 86–
100; Alexander Morrison, “‘Nechto 
Eroticheskoe?’ ‘Courir après l’ombre?’ 
Logistical Imperatives and the Fall of 
Tashkent, 1859–1865,” Central Asian 
Survey 33, no. 2 (2014): 155–57.

all fell in swift succession: Alexander 
Morrison, “Russia, Khoqand, and 
the Search for a ‘Natural’ Frontier, 
1863–1865,” Ab Imperio 2014, no. 2 
(2014): 165–92.

this did not mark the beginning of 
the Russian conquest: For this 
interpretation see David Mackenzie, 
“Expansion in Central Asia: St. 
Petersburg vs. the Turkestan Generals 
(1863–1866),” Canadian Slavic Studies 
3, no. 2 (1969): 286–311.

First Khujand and then Jizzakh fell: Azim 
Malikov, “The Russian Conquest of 
the Bukharan Emirate: Military and 
Diplomatic Aspects,” Central Asian 
Survey 33, no. 2 (2014): 180–98.

Kaufman exploited his connections: The 
standard history remains Seymour 
Becker, Russia’s Protectorates in 
Central Asia: Bukhara and Khiva, 
1865–1924 (Cambridge, MA: Harvard 
University Press, 1968).

After a “pacification” campaign 
of extreme brutality: B. M. 
Babadzhanov, Kokandskoe Khanstvo. 
Vlast,’ Politika, Religiia (Tashkent: 
TIAS, 2010), 281, 304; Sergei Abashin, 
“The ‘Fierce Fight’ at Oshoba. A 
Microhistory of the Conquest of the 
Khoqand Khanate,” Central Asian 
Survey 33, no. 2 (2014): 215–31.

the Russians also inherited its vague 
claims to sovereignty: See A. V. 
Postnikov, Skhvatka na “Kryshe 
mira”: politiki, razvedchiki i 
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geografy v borbe za Pamir v XIX 
veke: monografiia v dokumentakh 
(Moscow: Pamyatniki Istoricheskoi 
Mysli, 2001).

Skobelev attacked the Akhal-Teke once 
again: Mehmet Saray, The Turkmens 
in the Age of Imperialism: A Study 
of the Turkmen People and Their 
Incorporation into the Russian 
Empire (Ankara: Turkish Historical 
Society Printing House, 1989), 
138–239.

celebrating Russia’s future civilizing 
destiny: Fyodor Dostoevsky, “Dnevnik 
Pisatelia III. Geok-Tepe—Chto takoe 
dlia nas Aziia?” Polnoe Sobranie 
Sochinenie 21 (Saint Petersburg, 
1896): 513–23.

assumed the motivation must have 
been economic: A. M. Eckstein, “Is 
There a ‘Hobson-Lenin Thesis’ on 
Late Nineteenth-Century Colonial 
Expansion?” Economic History 
Review 44, no. 2 (1991): 297–318.

little or no contemporary evidence for 
the importance of cotton: Khalfin, 
Politika Rossii, 60–66, 151–57, 
213–16.

required large budgets for supplies and 
camels: Alexander Morrison, “Camels 
and Colonial Armies: The Logistics 
of Warfare in Central Asia in the 
Early 19th Century,” Journal of the 
Economic and Social History of the 
Orient 57, no. 4 (2014): 443–85.

they feared they would appear weak: 
For a more detailed examination 
of these themes see Alexander 
Morrison, “Introduction: Killing 
the Cotton Canard and Getting Rid 
of the Great Game. Rewriting the 
Russian Conquest of Central Asia, 
1814–1895,” Central Asian Survey 33, 
no. 2 (2014): 131–42.

Russians were still seeking to make use 
of existing structures of legitimacy: 
“Ustav o Sibirskikh Kirgizakh” Polnoe 
Sobranie Zakonov Rossiiskoi Imperii 
[hereafter PSZ], Series 1, 38, no. 
29126 (22 July 1822): 417–23. See the 
analysis by Martin, Law and Custom 
in the Steppe, 34–39.

divided into four regular provinces: “O 
preobrazovanii upravleniia Kirgizskimi 

stepiami Orenburgskogo i Sibirskogo 
Vedomstv i Ural’skim i Sibirskim 
kazach’im voiskam,” PSZ, series 2, 43, 
no. 46380 (21 October 1868): 364–65. 
Martin, Law and Custom, 39–40.

the first temporary Turkestan statute: 
“Ob uchrezhdenii Turkestanskogo 
General-Gubernatorstva, v sostave 
dvukh oblastei, Semirechenskoi i Syr-
Daryinskoi,” PSZ, series 2, 42, no. 
44831 (11 July 1867): 1150–51.

became part of the steppe governor-
generalship: “Vysochaishe 
utverzhdennoe Vremennoe Polozhenie 
ob upravlenii Zakaspiiskoi oblasti,” 
PSZ, series 3, 10, no. 6576 (6 February 
1890): 70–75.

a new Turkestan statute: “Polozhenie ob 
upravlenii Turkestanskogo Kraia,” 
PSZ, series 3, 6, no. 3814 (12 June 
1886): 318–46. On the 1900 revisions 
to the statute see Beatrice Penati, 
“Swamps, Sorghum and Saxauls: 
Marginal Lands and the Fate of 
Russian Turkestan (c.1880–1915),” 
Central Asian Survey 29, no. 1 (2010): 
66–67.

allowing the state to expropriate land: 
“Polozhenie ob upravlenii oblastei 
Akmolinskoi, Semipalatinskoi, 
Semirechenskoi, Ural’skoi i 
Turgaiskoi i ob izmenenii nekotorykh 
statei Polozhenii ob upravlenii 
Turkestanskago kraia,” PSZ, series 3, 
11, no. 7574 (25 March 1891): 133–47.

The administrative system created by 
these statutes: A. S. Morrison, Russian 
Rule in Samarkand, 1868–1910: 
A Comparison with British India 
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
2008), 126–27; N. Abdurakhimova 
and G. Rustamova, Kolonial’naia 
Sistema vlasti v Turkestane vo vtoroi 
polovine XIX–I chetverti XXvv. 
(Tashkent: “Universitet,” 1999), 
19–50.

they also acted as the local military 
commanders: Senator Gofmeister 
Graf K. K. Palen, Otchet po Revizii 
Turkestanskago Kraya, proizvedennoi 
po VYSOCHAISHEMU Poveleniyu 
. . . (Saint Petersburg: Senatskaya 
Tipografiya, 1910), vol. 12, Uezdnoe 
Upravlenie, 156.
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Central Asia was underadministered: 
Morrison, Russian Rule in 
Samarkand, 131.

were never extended to the steppe or 
Turkestan: Alexander Morrison, 
“Metropole, Colony, and Imperial 
Citizenship in the Russian Empire,” 
Kritika 13, no. 2 (2012): 350–58.

This remained in the hands of the local: 
Beatrice Penati, “Notes on the Birth 
of Russian Turkestan’s Fiscal System: 
A View from the Fergana Oblast,” 
Journal of the Economic and Social 
History of the Orient 53, no. 5 
(2010): 739–69; Alexander Morrison, 
“Amlakdars, Khwajas, and Mulk 
Land in the Zarafshan Valley after 
the Russian Conquest, 1868–1874,” 
in Explorations in the Social History 
of Modern Central Asia (19th–Early 
20th Century), ed. Paolo Sartori 
(Boston: Brill, 2013), 42–44.

distribution of water from irrigation 
canals: Morrison, Russian Rule in 
Samarkand, 209–15.

officially renamed “People’s Judges”: 
Martin, Law and Custom, 
34–59; Morrison, Russian Rule in 
Samarkand, 244–82; Paolo Sartori, 
“An Overview of Tsarist Policy 
on Islamic Courts in Turkestan: 
Its Genealogy and Its Effects,” in 
Le Turkestan Russe. Une Colonie 
Comme les Autres? Cahiers d’Asie 
Centrale 17/18, ed. Sergei Abashin and 
Svetlana Gorshenina (Paris: IFEAC, 
2009), 488–92.

changes in Central Asian law: Paolo 
Sartori, Visions of Justice: Sharī a and 
Cultural Change in Russian Central 
Asia (Leiden: Brill, 2016); Sartori, 
“Constructing Colonial Legality in 
Central Asia: On Guardianship,” 
Comparative Studies in Society and 
History 56, no. 2 (2014): 419–47; 
Sartori, “Murder in Mangishlaq. Notes 
on an Instance of Application of Qazaq 
Customary Law in Khiva, 1895,” Der 
Islam 88, no. 2 (2012): 217–57; Sartori, 
“Colonial Legislation Meets Shari’a: 
Muslims’ Land Rights in Russian 
Turkestan,” Central Asian Survey 29, 
no. 1 (2010): 43–60; Sartori, “Judicial 
Elections as a Colonial Reform: 

The Qadis and Biys in Tashkent, 
1868–1883,” Cahiers du Monde Russe 
49, no. 1 (2008): 79–100.

it was preserved until the revolution: 
Hisao Komatsu, “The Andijan 
Uprising Reconsidered,” in 
Muslim Societies: Historical and 
Comparative Perspectives, ed. Sato 
Tsugitaka (London: Routledge, 
2004), 29–61; Bakhtiyar Babajanov, 
“Andizhanskoe vosstanie 1898 
goda i ‘musul’manskii vopros’ v 
Turkestane (vzglyady ‘kolonizatorov’ 
i ‘kolonizirovannykh’),” Ab Imperio 
2009, no. 2 (2009): 155–200; 
Alexander Morrison, “Sufism, Pan-
Islamism and Information Panic: 
Nil Sergeevich Lykoshin and the 
Aftermath of the Andijan Uprising,” 
Past and Present 214 (2012): 255–304.

Central Asians were clearly not citizens 
of the empire: Glushchenko, Rossiia v 
Srednei Azii, 4, 277–78, 294–325; see 
John W. Slocum, “Who, and When, 
Were the Inorodtsy? The Evolution of 
the Category of ‘Aliens’ in Imperial 
Russia,” Russian Review 57, no. 2 
(1998): 173–90, for a discussion of the 
changing meanings of this term as it 
evolved as a legal category.

a gradual extension of recognizable 
rights: Adeeb Khalid, “Culture 
and Power in Colonial Turkestan,” 
in Abashin and Gorshenina, Le 
Turkestan Russe, 417–20; Jeff 
Sahadeo, Russian Colonial Society 
in Tashkent (Bloomington: Indiana 
University Press, 2007), 5; Morrison, 
“Metropole, Colony, and Imperial 
Citizenship,” 345–59.

intellectuals viewed their inferior status 
in these terms: See Dov Yaroshevski, 
“Empire and Citizenship”; in Russia’s 
Orient: Imperial Borderlands and 
Peoples, 1700–1917, ed. Daniel 
Brower and Edward Lazzerini 
(Bloomington: Indiana University 
Press, 1997), 69–70, Austin Lee 
Jersild, “From Savagery to Citizenship: 
Caucasian Mountaineers and Muslims 
in the Russian Empire,” in Brower and  
Lazzerini, Russia’s Orient; 101–11; 
and Daniel Brower, “Islam and 
Ethnicity: Russian Colonial Policy in 



19NOTES TO PAGES 110–113

Turkestan,” in Brower and  Lazzerini, 
Russia’s Orient, 115–22.

considered their “native” subordinates to 
be incorrigibly corrupt: V. P. Nalivkin, 
Tuzemtsy, ran’she i teper’ (Tashkent: 
Tip. A. Kirsner, 1913), 69–71; N. S. 
Lykoshin, Pol zhizni v Turkestane. 
Ocherki byta tuzemnogo naseleniia 
(Petrograd: V. A Berezovskii, 1916), 
5–16.

The archives are also overflowing with 
petitions complaining: Paolo Sartori, 
“Behind a Petition: Why Muslims’ 
Appeals Increased in Turkestan under 
Russian Rule,” Asiatische Studien 
53, no. 2 (2009): 401–34; Morrison, 
Russian Rule in Samarkand, 182–95.

a subtle form of peasant resistance to 
authority: James C. Scott, Weapons of 
the Weak: Everyday Forms of Peasant 
Resistance (New Haven, CT: Yale 
University Press, 1985), 28–37.

widespread violence directed against 
native officials: UEDA Akira, “How 
Did the Nomads Act during the 1916 
Revolt in Russian Turkistan?” Journal 
of Asian Network for GIS-based 
Historical Studies 1 (2013): 33–44.

traditionally Cossack communities had 
been hybrid societies: For the earlier 
period see Christoph Witzenrath, 
Cossacks and the Russian Empire, 
1598–1725: Manipulation, Rebellion, 
and Expansion into Siberia (London: 
Routledge, 2007); a useful general 
history is Shane O’Rourke, The 
Cossacks (Manchester: Manchester 
University Press, 2007).

Russian rural settlement remained 
confined to small villages: N. Ledenev, 
Istoriia Semirechenskogo Kazach’iago 
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Politics and Decolonization of Soviet 
Tajikistan (Ithaca, NY: Cornell 
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373–87; Edward Schatz, Modern 
Clan Politics: The Power of “Blood” 
in Kazakhstan and Beyond (Seattle: 
University of Washington Press, 2004). 
For oral histories of post-Socialist 
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the borders: David Lewis, “The 
Colonial Roots of Central Asian 
Authoritarianism,” in Cummings 
and Hinnebusch, Sovereignty after 
Empire, 178–198.

the Democratic Party of Turkmenistan, 
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Fortune on the Caspian Sea (New 
York: Random House, 2007).
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Events in Southern Kyrgyzstan in June 
2010, May 4, 2011.

increasingly controlled (directly or 
indirectly) all strategic businesses: 
Sébastien Peyrouse, “The Kazakh 
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the defining features of the personalized 
dictatorship continued largely 
unchanged: Bohr, “Turkmenistan.”

regional officials were building up 
their own patronage networks: 
Nicholas Kunysz, “From Sultanism 
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on the Silk Road: The Central Asian 
Paradox,” World Policy Journal 27, 
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chs. 7 and 10; Shoshana Keller, To 
Moscow, Not Mecca: The Soviet 
Campaign against Islam in Central 
Asia, 1917–1941 (Westport, CT: 
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2008).

Orenburg Spiritual Assembly was 
responsible for appointing: D. 
D. Azamatov, Orenburgskoe 
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Industrialization in Ak Tyuz
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Bogdetskii, Stavinskiy, Shukurov, 
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Sustainable Development, 23, 80; see 
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9. Rural Life
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statistics. The “cotton scandal” 
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in Transition: Land Policies and 
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LIT, 2011).
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Mexican Chicago (Durham, NC: 
Duke University Press, 2005); Seth 
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375–89; Eliza Isabaeva, “Leaving to 
Enable Others to Remain: Remittances 
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Perspective,” Slavic Review 65, no. 2 
(2006): 252–72; Marianne Kamp, The 
New Woman in Uzbekistan: Islam, 
Modernity, and Unveiling under 
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Schatz, “Reconceptualizing Clans: 
Kinship Networks and Statehood in 
Kazakhstan,” Nationalities Papers 
33, no. 2 (2005): 231–54; Edward 
Schatz, “Kinship and the State in 
Kazakhstan’s Political Economy,” in 
Challenges of the Caspian Resource 
Boom: Domestic Elites and Policy-
Making, ed. Andreas Heinrich and 
Heiko Pleines (New York: Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2012), 89–101.

important not to reduce everything to 
kinship: David Gullette, “The Problems 
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Tea: Reflections on a Meaningful Life 
in a Central Asian Mountain Village,” 
Central Asian Survey 32, no. 4 (2013): 
475–86.

imperial power remained on the same 
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History of the Twenty-First Century 
(Macmillan, 2005).

do indeed have greater access: See Peter 
Rollberg and Marlène Laruelle, “The 
Media Landscape in Central Asia: 
Introduction to the Special Issue,” 
Demokratizatsiya 23, no. 3 (2015): 
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out across the globe, see Cooley and 
Heathershaw, Dictators without 
Borders.

“horizons of the thinkable” are crucial: 
Michael Schatzberg, Political 
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Maria Louw
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which refers to a person who is close 
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ed. Madeleine Reeves, Johan 
Rasanayagam, and Judith Beyer 
(Bloomington: Indiana University 
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Societies,” 715–27.
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Development Workers,” unpublished 
paper presented at the Central Asian 
Studies Institute third annual conference, 
September 27–28, 2013, Bishkek.
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people’s capacity to turn instruments 
of power into weapons: James Scott, 
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(2015): 53–71; Beyer, Force of Custom.
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Turkestans in der Zweiten Hälfte des 
19. Jahrhunderts (Berlin: De Gruyter, 
2005), 242–43, for examples from 
Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan.
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renders non-customary law 
understandable and locally 
practicable: See Susan S. Silbey, “After 
Legal Consciousness,” Annual Review 
of Law and Social Sciences 1, vol. 1 
(2005): 323–68, for a definition of the 
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accommodate 75,975 pupils yet in fall 
2018 planned to enroll nearly twice as 
many: 147,160. “Бишкекские школы 
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Implementation of the Bologna Process 
in Kazakhstan Higher Education: 

Views from Within” (PhD thesis, 
Brunel University, 2016).

retain longer degrees: Merrill and 
Ryskulova, “Kyrgyzstan’s New Degree 
System,” 18–20.
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and the Pedagogical Mission in 
Higher Education in Tajikistan: From 
Leninabad Pedagogical Institute into 
Khujand State University,” European 
Education 44, no. 2 (2012): 20.
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of the Republic of Kazakhstan, 
Leader of the Nation, N. Nazarbayev 
‘Strategy Kazakhstan-2050’: New 
Political Course of the Established 
State, December 14, 2012, http://
www.akorda.kz/en/addresses/
addresses_of_president/address-by-
the-president-of-the-republic-of-
kazakhstan-leader-of-the-nation-
nnazarbayev-strategy-kazakhstan-



65NOTES TO PAGES 412–414

2050-new-political-course-of-the-
established-state.

help to validate the quality: European 
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choice: Ruziev and Burkhanov, 
“Uzbekistan,” 454–55.

surprisingly little emphasis on 
higher education: “Uzbekistan’s 
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Case V-C. Displacement and 
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not necessarily represent those of the 
World Bank.

shared written languages and religions: 
Thomas de Waal, The Caucasus: An 
Introduction (New York: Oxford 
University Press, 2010), 20.
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opinion, is outside the country of his 
nationality and is unable or, owing to 
such fear, is unwilling to avail himself 
of the protection of that country; 
or who, not having a nationality 
and being outside the country of his 
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not very familiar with the distinctions: 
Throughout this case study, the term 

“IDP” is used to refer to Azerbaijan’s 
IDPs unless there is a reference to an 
ethnographic example where the word 
refugee is used. Then the word refugee 
is used.

poor and dependent on the state: There 
are other stereotypes of Azerbaijan’s 
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Part VI. Contexts of Work
21. Resources

Jeanne Féaux de la Croix and David Gullette

scattered unevenly with small, decorative 
symbols: Asian Development Bank map 
appears with permission, previously 
published at Asian Development 
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Resources, Central Asian Countries 
Initiative for Land Management 
(Manila: Asian Development Bank, 
2010), 64, https://www.adb.org/sites/
default/files/publication/27508/central-
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und Widerstand, ed. Jörg Gertel and 
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boom and bust of fishing on the Aral 
Sea: William Wheeler, “The USSR as 
a Hydraulic Society: Wittfogel, the 
Aral Sea and the (Post-)Soviet State,” 
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of gross domestic product) are not 
reliable and difficult to collate, so we 
have omitted them.
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dominate: On the relationship between 
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and the problematic consequences see 
Alexander Morrison, “Irrigation and 
Colonization: Water and the Politics of 
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China, Central Eurasia and the Middle 
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Empires of Water: Water Management 
and Politics in the Arid Regions of 
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Heidi Kjaernet, and Andrea Kendall-
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Politics: Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan and 
Turkmenistan (London: Routledge, 
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(Paris: Maisonneuve et Larose, 2006).
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Cronon, Changes in the Land: 
Indians, Colonists, and the Ecology 
of New England (New York: Hill & 
Wang, 1983).
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“Agricultural Crisis at the End 
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Integration of Meteorological Data 
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(unpublished manuscript, 2018); 
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2015.
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complexes”: Anke K. Scholz, Martin 
Bartelheim, Roland Hardenberg, and 
Jörn Staecker, eds., Resource Cultures: 
Sociocultural Dynamics and the Use 
of Resources—Theories, Methods, 
Perspectives (Tübingen: University of 
Tübingen, 2017), 15.

organizations have to be created to 
export: Koray Çalişkan, Market 
Threads: How Cotton Farmers and 
Traders Create a Global Commodity 
(Princeton, NJ: Princeton University 
Press, 2010).

Central Asia does not rank very high 
in water stress indexes: Asian 
Development Bank, Asian Water 
Development Outlook 2016: 
Strengthening Water Security in 
Asia and the Pacific (Manila: Asian 
Development Bank, 2016). There are 
pockets of relative dearth, particularly 
in Tajikistan and Uzbekistan.

rights to drinking water were a common 
good: Jacquesson, Pastoréalismes; 
James Roe, “Naming the Waters: 
New Insights into the Nomadic Use of 
Oases in the Libyan Desert of Egypt,” 
in The Archaeology of Mobility: Old 
World and New World Nomadism, ed. 
Hans Barnard and Wendrich Willeke 
(Los Angeles: Cotsen Institute of 
Archaeology, University of California, 
Los Angeles, 2008), 487–504.

extensive irrigation networks were 
developed: Akifumi Shioya, “Who 
Should Manage the Water of the Amu-
Darya? Controversy over Irrigation 
Concessions between Russian and 
Khiva, 1913–1914,” in Explorations in 
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the Social History of Modern Central 
Asia (19th– Early 20th Century), ed. 
Paolo Sartori (Leiden: Brill, 2013), 
111–36; Sebastian Stride, Bernardo 
Rondelli, and Simone Mantellini, 
“Canals versus Horses: Political Power 
in the Oasis of Samarkand,” World 
Archaeology 41, no. 1 (2009): 73–87.

lost vast swathes of these wetlands: 
Michael Thurman, “Natural Disaster 
Risks in Central Asia: A Synthesis,” 
United Nations Development 
Programme, Bureau for Crisis 
Prevention and Recovery, 2011, http://
www.eurasia.undp.org/content/dam/
rbec/docs/Natural-disaster-risks-in-
Central-Asia-A-synthesis.pdf.

tapped for irrigated agriculture: 
International Crisis Group, Water 
Pressures in Central Asia, Central Asia 
Report 233, September 11, 2014, 2, 
https://www.crisisgroup.org/europe-
central-asia/central-asia/233-water-
pressures-central-asia.

arterial canal system was vastly 
extended: Jeremy Allouche, “The 
Governance of Central Asian Waters: 
National Interests versus Regional 
Cooperation,” Central Asia at the 
Crossroads Disarmament Forum 
(2007), 46.

long protested new dam infrastructures 
upstream: Sonoko Ito, Sameh El 
Khatib, and Mikiyasu Nakayama, 
“Conflict over a Hydropower Plant 
Project between Tajikistan and 
Uzbekistan,” International Journal of 
Water Resources Development 32, no. 
5 (August 2015): 692–707. Although 
in 2017 Uzbekistan’s foreign minister, 
Abdulaziz Komilov, took a softer 
tone, noting that in the developments 
of dams the interests of both 
upstream and downstream countries 
should be taken into consideration. 
“Uzbekistan Breaks Silence on Tajik 
Giant Dam Project,” Eurasianet, July 
8, 2017, http://www.eurasianet.org/
node/84281.

catastrophic shrinking of the Aral 
Sea: Philip Micklin, Managing 
Water in Central Asia (Central 
Asia and Caucasian Prospects), 
Chatham House, Royal Institute of 

International Affairs, 2000; UNEP 
Global Environmental Alert Service, 
“The Future of the Aral Sea Lies in 
Transboundary Cooperation,” World 
Meteorological Organization 63, no. 
1 (January 2014): 6–9. A small part 
of the sea is experiencing fast growth 
again, because of a World Bank–
financed dam in Kazakhstan.

rusting hulls on a now polluted desert 
seabed: Bruce Pannier, “Pink Floyd 
and the Aral Sea,” RadioFreeEurope/
RadioLiberty, November 13, 2014, 
http://www.rferl.org/content/pink-
floyd-video-aral-sea-kazakhstan-
uzbekistan/26690106.html.

increasing human demands on Central 
Asian rivers: Wilhelm Hagg, C. 
Mayer, A. Lambrecht, D. Kriegel, and 
E. Azizov, “Glacier Changes in the 
Big Naryn Basin, Central Tian Shan,” 
Global and Planetary Change 110, 
part A (2013): 40–50.

transboundary water issues have been 
under extensive scrutiny: Asian 
Development Bank, Climate Change 
and Sustainable Water Management 
in Central Asia, ADB Central and 
West Asia Working Paper Series, no. 
5, 2014; E. Herrfahrdt et al., Water 
Governance in the Kyrgyz Agricultural 
Sector: On its Way to Integrated 
Water Resource Management? (Bonn: 
German Development Institute, 
2006); International Crisis Group, 
Water Pressures in Central Asia; 
INTAS, The Rehabilitation of the 
Ecosystem and Bioproductivity of the 
Aral Sea under Conditions of Water 
Scarcity. Summary Report, IWHW-
BOKU, 2007; K. L. Valentini, E. E. 
Orolbaev, and A. K. Abylgazieva, 
Water Problems of Central Asia 
(Bishkek: Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, 
2004), accessed August 18, 2020, 
https://library.fes.de/pdf-files/bueros/
zentralasien/50116.pdf.

effort to establish regional institutions: 
N. Mirzaev, Establishment of Basic 
Institutional Arrangements for IWRM 
Structures and Strengthening their 
Organizational Capacities at Three 
Lower Levels with Focus on Resources 
Management and Water Delivery 



72 NOTES TO PAGES 451–452

Including the STTs, Swiss Development 
Corporation Funded Integrated Water 
Resources Management Ferghana 
Valley Project, SIC ICWC–IWRM, 
2012; Jenniver Sehring, “Irrigation 
Reform in Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan,” 
Irrigation and Drainage Systems 21, 
nos. 3–4 (December 2007): 277–90, 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10795-007-
9036-0; Kai Wegerich, Jusipbek 
Kazbekov, Nozilakhon Mukhamedova, 
and Sadorbek Musayev, “Is It Possible 
to Shift to Hydrological Boundaries? 
The Ferghana Valley Meshed System,” 
International Journal of Water 
Resources Development 28, no. 3 
(2012): 545–64, https://doi.org/10.1
080/07900627.2012.684316; Resul 
Yalcin and Peter Mollinga, “Water 
Users Associations in Uzbekistan: the 
Introduction of a New Institutional 
Arrangement for Local Water 
Management,” in When Policy Meets 
Reality: Political Dynamics and 
the Practice of Integration in Water 
Resources Management Reform, ed. 
Peter Mollinga, Anjali Bhat, and S. V. 
Saravanan (Berlin: LIT, 2010), 97–126.

holy lakes, and sacred springs: Jeanne 
Féaux de la Croix, “Incarnating Water 
in Central Asia: Hydro-relations along 
a Transboundary River,” Journal of 
Water Alternatives 14, no. 1, (2021): 
12–31.

water systems are diverse arrangements 
of life: Rohan D’Souza, “Filling 
Multipurpose Reservoir with Politics: 
Displacing the Modern Large Dam 
in India,” in Large Dams in Asia: 
Contested Environments between 
Technological Hydroscapes and 
Social Resistance, ed. Marcus Nüsser 
(Heidelberg: Springer, 2013), 70.

ambitious plan of development through 
electricity: In Vladimir Lenin, “On 
Foreign and Domestic Position and 
Party Tasks (21 November 1920),” 
in V. I. Lenin, Collected Works, 4th 
English ed. (Moscow: Progress, 1965), 
31:408–26.

republics had access to electricity: 
Information according to the World 
Bank, “Access to electricity (% of 
population),” accessed May 26, 2016, 

http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/
EG.ELC.ACCS.ZS?page=5.

moral economy that developed: James 
C. Scott, The Moral Economy of the 
Peasant: Rebellion and Subsistence 
in Southeast Asia (New Haven, CT: 
Yale University Press, 1977); Edward 
P. Thompson, “The Moral Economy 
of the English Crowd in the Eighteenth 
Century,” Past and Present 50, no. 1 
(1971): 76–136. Thompson coined the 
term moral economy to describe riots 
in eighteenth-century England, when 
peasants demanded a “fair price” on 
food against large farmers who wanted 
to sell their surpluses at changeable 
market prices.

access often facilitated through informal 
networks: These networks were often 
referred to in Russian as poblatu. 
Anna, Ledeneva, Russia’s Economy 
of Favours: Blat, Networking and 
Informal Exchange (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1998).

energy was widely experienced as 
abundant: Information according to 
the World Bank, “Access to electricity 
(% of population),” accessed May 
26, 2016, http://data.worldbank.org/
indicator/EG.ELC.ACCS.ZS?page=5.

interest from neighboring countries: 
According to the United States Energy 
Information Administration in 2018, 
Kazakhstan has proven crude oil 
reserves of 30 billion barrels, making it 
the eleventh largest reserve in the world. 
Turkmenistan has proven gas reserves of 
265 trillion cubic feet in 2016, making 
it the fifth largest reserves in the world 
and Kazakhstan has around 85 trillion 
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Pamir mountain ranges and Tarim/
Altishahr basin, the watersheds of the 
Amu Darya and Syr Darya. In this 
way, the region includes Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, 
Uzbekistan, parts of Afghanistan, 
Iran, and northwest China. See Anning 
Huang, Yang Zhou, Yaocun Zhang, 
Danqing Huang, Yong Zhao, and 
Haomin Wu, “Changes of the Annual 
Precipitation over Central Asia in the 
Twenty-First Century Projected by 
Multimodels of CMIP5,” Journal of 
Climate 27, no. 17 (2014): 6627–46, 
for a detailed description of the region’s 
hydrological and ecosystem range.

reflect not just human attempts to control 
nature: Maya K. Peterson, Pipe 
Dreams: Water and Empire in Central 

Asia's Aral Sea Basin (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2019), 6.

meaning beyond just where we live 
and work: See Féaux de la Croix, 
Iconic Places in Central Asia, 28–41, 
for a theoretical discussion of the 
concepts of place, landscape, space, 
environment, and nature in a Central 
Asian context.

range of geographical and social 
considerations: Environmental 
studies scholars in the humanities and 
social sciences have for many decades 
shifted the focus of inquiry beyond 
places we conceive of as “wild” 
(i.e., without humans) and beyond 
conservation and pollution problems. 
Thus, I use the terms place, landscape, 
and socionature in this piece to 
likewise broaden our nonspecialist 
conversations about these topics.

Its ecosystems include deserts: For a more 
detailed and wider ranging overview 
of regional environmental issues, see 
Eric Freedman and Mark Neuzil, eds., 
Environmental Crises in Central Asia: 
From Steppes to Seas, from Deserts to 
Glaciers (London: Routledge, 2015).

notable large saline and alpine lakes: The 
Caspian and Aral, although named 
seas both in Russian and in English, 
are actually endorheic lakes. Because 
of evaporation, and their formation in 
depressions with no outflowing rivers, 
these bodies of water become salty. Thus, 
they are commonly referred to as “seas.”

human-impacted life-diverse areas: 
Gulnaz Jalilova and Harald Vacik, 
“Local People’s Perceptions of Forest 
Biodiversity in the Walnut Fruit 
Forests of Kyrgyzstan,” International 
Journal of Biodiversity Science, 
Ecosystem Services and Management 
8, no. 3 (2012): 204–16; Jürgen 
Blaser, Jane Carter, and Donald 
Allan Gilmour, eds., Biodiversity and 
Sustainable Use of Kyrgyzstan’s Walnut 
Fruit Forests (Gland, Switzerland: 
IUCN, 1998). For extensive treatment 
of the biodiversity issue for the 
mountainous areas of the region, see 
Ecosystem Profile: Mountains of 
Central Asia Biodiversity Hotspot, 
Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund, 
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August 27, 2017, https://www.cepf.net/
sites/default/files/mountains-central-
asia-ecosystem-profile-eng.pdf.

industrialization in a variety of spheres: 
For further reading, see recent historical 
scholarship on engineering, science, 
industrialization and the environment 
in Central Asia, such as: Moritz Florin, 
“Emptying Lakes, Filling Up Seas: 
Hydroelectric Dams and the Ambiva-
lences of Development in Late Soviet 
Central Asia,” Central Asian Survey 
38, no. 2 (2019): 237–54; Artemy M. 
Kalinovsky, “Not Some British Colony 
in Africa: The Politics of Decolonization 
and Modernization in Soviet Central 
Asia, 1955–1964,” Ab Imperio 2013, 
no. 2 (2013): 191–222; Artemy M. 
Kalinovsky, “A Most Beautiful City for 
the World’s Tallest Dam: Internation-
alism, Social Welfare, and Urban 
Utopia in Nurek,” Cahiers du monde 
russe 57, no. 4 (2016): 819–46; Maya 
Karin Peterson, “Technologies of Rule: 
Empire, Water, and the Modernization 
of Central Asia, 1867–1941” (PhD 
diss., Harvard University, 2011); Maya 
K. Peterson, “Engineering Empire,” 
Cahiers du monde russe 57, no. 1 
(2016): 125–46; Peterson, Pipe Dreams; 
Niccolo Pianciola, “Stalinskaja ‘Ierarhija 
Potreblenija’ I Velikij Golod 1931–1933 
gg. V Kazahstane,” Ab Imperio 2018, 
no. 2 (2018): 80–116; Patryk Michal 
Reid, “Managing Nature, Constructing 
the State: The Material Foundation of 
Soviet Empire in Tajikistan, 1917–1937” 
(PhD diss., University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign, 2016); Patryk Reid, 
“‘Tajikistan’s Turksib’: Infrastructure 
and Improvisation in Economic Growth 
of the Vakhsh River Valley,” Central 
Asian Survey 36, no. 1 (2017): 19–36; 
Flora Roberts, “A Controversial Dam 
in Stalinist Central Asia: Rivalry and 
‘Fraternal Cooperation’ on the Syr Darya,” 
Ab Imperio 2018, no. 2 (2018): 117–43. 

leaching into drinking water supplies: 
See Tinatin Doolotkeldieva, Maxabat 
Konurbaeva, and Saykal Bobusheva, 
“Microbial Communities in Pesticide-
Contaminated Soils in Kyrgyzstan 
and Bioremediation Possibilities,” 
Environmental Science and Pollution 

Research 25, no. 32 (2017): 1–15, 
on poorly stored obsolete pesticides 
leaching into water supplies; Viktor 
Novikov and Otto Simonett, Waste and 
Chemicals in Central Asia: A Visual 
Synthesis, Zoï Environment Network, 
2013, https://wedocs.unep.org/
bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/7538/-
Waste_and_chemicals_in_Central_Asia 
_a _visual _synthesis-2013Waste_
Chemicals_CA_EN.pdf.pdf?sequence 
=3&isAllowed=y, a report about 
hazardous wastes in the five post-
Soviet Central Asian countries; 
and Rakhmanbek M. Toichuev, 
Liudmila V. Zhilova, Timur R. 
Paizildaev, Madina S. Khametova, 
Abdygapar Rakhmatillaev, Kyialbek 
S. Sakibaev, Zhanyl A. Madykova, 
et al., “Organochlorine Pesticides 
in Placenta in Kyrgyzstan and the 
Effect on Pregnancy, Childbirth, and 
Newborn Health,” Environmental 
Science and Pollution Research 25, no. 
32 (2018): 31885–94; and Rahmanbek 
Mamatkadyrovich Toichuev, D. S. 
Mirzakulov, and T. R. Pajzildaev, 
“Rasprostranennost’ besplodija 
muzhchin, prozhivajushhih v uslovijah 
zagrjaznenija okruzhajushhej sredy 
hlororganicheskimi pesticidami” [The 
prevalence of infertility in men living 
under environmental pollution conditions 
with organochlorine pesticides], Gigiena 
i sanitarija [Hygiene and sanitation] 94, 
no. 6 (2015): 97–99, about male fertility, 
pregnancy, and newborn health problems 
among people living in communities 
with former pesticide storage dumps or 
agricultural airstrips.

the oil and gas industry: Philipp Frank 
Jäger, “Flows of Oil, Flows of People: 
Resource-Extraction Industry, 
Labour Market and Migration in 
Western Kazakhstan,” Central Asian 
Survey 33, no. 4 (2014): 500–16.

Caspian Basin water pollution: For an 
analysis of the legal and institutional 
frameworks in operation regarding 
the Caspian Sea, see Barbara Janusz-
Pawletta, The Legal Status of the 
Caspian Sea: Current Challenges and 
Prospects for Future Development 
(Berlin: Springer, 2016).
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notorious for long-term health damage: 
See Madeleine Reeves, Border Work: 
Spatial Lives of the State in Rural 
Central Asia (Ithaca, NY: Cornell 
University Press, 2014) for discussion 
of the ways Moscow provisioning, 
Soviet industrialization projects 
and deindustrialization, and border 
delimitation have shaped ideas about 
Soviet-era industrial sites, narratives 
of conflict about canals now crossing 
newly securitized borders, and how 
these narratives and infrastructure 
shape daily lives of residents in the 
border zones and enclaves.

pressed for closing and remediating 
this site: in May 2019 the unionized 
workers at the Aiderken Mercury 
Plant were on strike against efforts 
by the Global Environmental 
Fund to shut down the facility. “V 
Ajdarkene tretij den' bastujut rabotniki 
Hajdarkanskogo rtutnogo kombinata,” 
Economist.kg: Finansovoe izdatel’stvo, 
March 15, 2019, https://economist.
kg/2019/05/15/v-ajdarkene-tretij-den-
bastujut-rabotniki-hajdarkanskogo-
rtutnogo-kombinata/. This case 
provides a good example of how some 
people working in polluted sites may 
choose to resist changing these work 
conditions, or may be unaware of or in 
denial about the full extent of health 
damage from these exposures.

where industrialization creates 
community conflicts: For example, 
see Asel Doolotkeldieva, “Social 
Mobilizations, Politics, and Society 
in Contemporary Kyrgyzstan” (PhD 
diss., University of Exeter, 2015), in 
particular chapter 5, on antimining 
mobilization in Aral, Talas province.

processes around oil touch many levels: Jäger, 
“Flows of Oil, Flows of People,” 500.

animal husbandry and irrigated 
agriculture: Nicolas Lescureux and 
John D. C. Linnell, “The Effect of 
Rapid Social Changes during Post-
Communist Transition on Perceptions 
of the Human-Wolf Relationships 
in Macedonia and Kyrgyzstan,” 
Pastoralism: Research, Policy and 
Practice 3, no. 1 (2013): 4.

An important social rubbing point: 

Mining in places where livelihoods are 
primarily based on animal husbandry 
and irrigation-based agriculturemay 
lead to land lost to mining facilities or 
impacts on water quality. The fear of 
such damage raises questions about 
income lost and compensated by new 
jobs in mining, the temporality of 
boom-and-bust extractive economies, 
and the emotional toll of losing a place 
and way of living. Resident opposition 
to mining based on these livelihood 
concerns sometimes surprises national 
officials and international corporate 
executives who focus on new jobs or 
secondary employment created, not 
on the meanings of these places or the 
importance of the work displaced. See 
Irène Mestre, “When Shepherds Mine 
Mountains: The Impact of Artisanal 
Mining on Agropastoral Systems in 
Kyrgyzstan. Case Study of Naryn 
Province,” Journal of Alpine Research/
Revue de géographie alpine 105, no. 1 
(2017), https://doi.org/10.4000/rga.3611, 
for comparison of industrial and so-
called artisan mining in agropastoral 
communities in Naryn, and interaction 
between mining and livestock herding.

labor migration and the rapid urbanization: 
See Jäger, “Flows of Oil, Flows of 
People,” 500–516, for a discussion of 
Kazakhstan’s labor dynamics in the 
energy extraction sector and internal 
migration driven by this work.

limited or no municipal services: Emil 
Nasritdinov, Bermet Zhumakadyr 
kyzy, and Diana Asanalieva, 
“Myths and Realities of Bishkek’s 
Novostroikas,” in Kyrgyzstan beyond 
“Democracy Island” and “Failing 
State”: Social and Political Changes 
in a Post-Soviet Society, ed. Marlène 
Laruelle and Johan Engvall (Lanham, 
MD: Lexington Books, 2015), 143–64.

money laundering through apartment 
purchases: For discussion of changes in 
Bishkek and the social consequences for 
those nostalgic of the old city and for 
new migrants trying to fit in, see Philipp 
Schröder, “Avoidance and Appropriation 
in Bishkek: Dealing with Time, Space 
and Urbanity in Kyrgyzstan’s Capital,” 
Central Asian Survey 35, no. 2 (2016): 
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218–36. About shifting ideologies 
in moments of anxiety and change 
in Kyrgyzstan, with a case study 
of a former coal mining town, see 
Mathijs Pelkmans, Fragile Conviction: 
Changing Ideological Landscapes in 
Urban Kyrgyzstan (Ithaca, NY: Cornell 
University Press, 2017).

mass destruction of green spaces: Aidai 
Erkebaeva, “‘Privet, drug! Ja—dub’: Kak 
derev’ja ‘Zagovorili’ s bishkekchanami” 
[“Hello, friend! I am an oak tree”: How 
trees “began speaking” with Bishkek 
residents], kloop, June 10, 2017, https://
kloop.kg/blog/2017/06/10/privet-
drug-ya-dub-kak-derevya-zagovorili-
s-bishkekchanami/; Aidai Erkebaeva, 
“Vyrubka derev’ev, marshrutki i 
zastrojka. Chem byli nedovol’ny 
uchastniki mitinga v Bishkeke” [Cutting 
of trees, minbuses, and construction. 
What were the concerns of the meeting 
participants in Bishkek], kloop, April 3, 
2018, https://kloop.kg/blog/2018/04/03/
vyrubka-derevev-marshrutki-i-
zastrojka-chem-byli-nedovolny-
uchastniki-mitinga-v-bishkeke/; “Zhiteli 
Uzbekistana pozhalovalis’ na novuju 
volnu vyrubki derev’ev” [Residents 
of Uzbekistan complained about a 
new wave of tree cuttings], Ferghana 
News, January 23, 2018, https://www.
fergananews.com/news/28002; Nikita 
Makarenko, “Hvatit rubit’!” [Stop 
hacking!], Gazeta.uz, May 8, 2018, 
https://www.gazeta.uz/ru/2018/05/08/
trees/; “Aktivisty v Bishkeke projdut 
marshem protiv vyrubki derev’ev” 
[Activists in Bishkek march against tree 
felling], Radio Azattyq, May 4, 2018, 
https://rus.azattyk.org/a/29207721.html; 
Aleksandra Titova, “Kak hudozhnik 
prizyvaet borot’sja s vyrubkoj derev’ev 
v Bishkeke” [How an Artist fights tree 
cutting in Bishkek], kloop, May 21, 
2017, https://kloop.kg/blog/2017/05/21/
aleksej-klimenko-fotograf-hudozhnik-
i-borets-s-vyrubkoj-derevev/; Danil 
Usmanov, “Foto: Kak bishkekchane 
pytalis’ ostanovit’ vyrubku derev’ev 
po ulice Toktonalieva” [Photo: How 
Bishkek residents tried to stop the 
cutting of trees on Toktonaliev Street], 
kloop, June 2, 2017, https://kloop.kg/

blog/2017/06/02/foto-kak-bishkekchane-
pytalis-ostanovit-vyrubku-derevev/.

regions most sensitive to global climate 
change: Huang et al., “Changes of the 
Annual Precipitation,” 6628. See also E. 
Lioubimtseva and G. Henebry, “Climate 
and Environmental Change in Arid 
Central Asia: Impacts, Vulnerability, 
and Adaptations,” Journal of Arid 
Environments 73, no. 11 (2009): 963–77.

a glacio-nival (glacier-dependent) 
hydrological regime: Examples of 
Tien Shan and Pamir mountain 
heavy glaciation are the Fedchenko 
in Tajkistan, the longest glacier 
outside of the poles, and the Engilchek 
in Kyrgyzstan, one of the largest 
nonpolar glaciers in the world.

glaciers have recorded (on average) steady 
declines: Annina Sorg, Tobias Bolch, 
Markus Stoffel, Olga Solomina, and 
Martin Beniston, “Climate Change 
Impacts on Glaciers and Runoff in 
Tien Shan (Central Asia),” Nature 
Climate Change 2, no. 10 (2012): 
725–31.

particular vulnerability of the Chon 
Kemin glaciers: Annina Sorg, 
Matthias Huss, Mario Rohrer, and 
Markus Stoffel, “The Days of Plenty 
Might Soon Be Over in Glacierized 
Central Asian Catchments,” 
Environmental Research Letters 9, no. 
10 (2014): 2, https://iopscience.iop.org/
article/10.1088/1748-9326/9/10/ 
104018.

cope with these changes practically and 
emotionally: From author interviews 
and participant observation conducted 
in Kyrgyzstan in 2013, 2015, and 2018.

half of the total glacier ice volume 
estimated: Daniel Farinotti, Laurent 
Longuevergne, Geir Moholdt, Doris 
Duethmann, Thomas Mölg, Tobias 
Bolch, Sergiy Vorogushyn, and 
Andreas Güntner, “Substantial Glacier 
Mass Loss in the Tien Shan over the 
Past 50 Years,” Nature Geoscience 8, 
no. 9 (2015): 720–21.

region will shift to a precipitation 
dependent: Sorg, Bolch, Stoffel, 
Solomina, and Beniston, “Climate 
Change Impacts on Glaciers and 
Runoff, 725–31, 5.
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higher rates of evapotranspiration: 
“Precipitation is likely to increase 
in winter (4–8 percent by 2050), 
whereas summer precipitation is 
expected to decrease by an equal 
amount (4–7 percent).” Annina 
Sorg, B. Mosello, G. Shalpykova, 
A. Allan, M. Hill Clarvis, and M. 
Stoffel, “Coping with Changing 
Water Resources: The Case of the Syr 
Darya River Basin in Central Asia,” 
Environmental Science and Policy 43 
(2014): 68–77.

increased flows will turn at the tipping 
point: Sorg, Huss, Rohrer, and Stoffel, 
“Days of Plenty Might Soon Be Over,” 1.

peak water between 2020 and mid-
century: Sorg, Huss, Rohrer, and 
Stoffel, “Days of Plenty Might Soon 
Be Over.” There is a range of estimates 
depending on global GHG mitigation 
and multiplier effects.

glaciers will lose up to two thirds: Sorg, 
Huss, Rohrer, and Stoffel, “Days of 
Plenty Might Soon Be Over,” 7.

need for immediate planning of 
mitigation measures: Sorg, Huss, 
Rohrer, and Stoffel, “Days of Plenty 
Might Soon Be Over,” 1.

hazard of breach potential for moraine-
dammed glacial lakes: Y. Hijioka, 
E. Lin, J. J. Pereira, R. T. Corlett, 
X. Cui, G. E. Insarov, R. D. Lasco, 
E. Lindgren, and A. Surjan, “24.9.2. 
Glaciers of Central Asia,” in Climate 
Change 2014: Impacts, Adaptation, 
and Vulnerability. Part B: Regional 
Aspects. Contribution of Working 
Group II to the Fifth Assessment 
Report of the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change, ed. V. R. 
Barros, C. B. Field, D. J. Dokken, M. 
D. Mastrandrea, K. J. Mach, T. E. 
Bilir, M. Chatterjee, K. L. Ebi, Y. O. 
Estrada, R. C. Genova, B. Girma, E. 
S. Kissel, A. N. Levy, S. MacCracken, 
P. R. Mastrandrea, and L. L. White 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 2014), 1355, https://www.
ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2018/02/
WGIIAR5-Chap24_FINAL.pdf. Some 
of the remarkable GLOFs (glacial 
lake outburst floods) in the region: 
In 2015 the Kargalinka Glacier 

outburst near Almaty, in 2008 three 
people died when the Zyndan glacier 
lake burst in Kyrgyzstan; in 1998 
one hundred people were killed in 
Uzbekistan by a GLOF at Archa-Bashi 
Glacier lake; and twenty-three died 
in Tajikistan after the Dasht lake 
flood in 2002. Alexandra Alekhova, 
“Pochemu plotina ne spasla Almaty 
ot selja?—jekspert” [Why didn’t the 
dam save Almaty from mudflow? 
expert], 365info.kz, August 18, 2015, 
https://365info.kz/2015/08/pochemu 
-plotina-ne-spasla-almaty-ot-selya 
-ekspert; Venera Gajfutdinova, “Kak 
sel’ proshel v Almaty skvoz’ plotinu na 
reke Kargalinka” [How the mudflow 
came into Almaty through the dam 
on the Kargalinka River], Forbes 
Kazakhstan, July 24, 2015, https://
forbes.kz/process/probing/kak_sel_
proshel_v_almatyi_skvoz_plotinu_
na_reke_kargalinka/; interview 
with Kazakhstani geographer Boris 
Stepanov; Sergey A. Erokhin, Vitalii V. 
Zaginaev, Anna A. Meleshko, Virginia 
Ruiz-Villanueva, D. A. Petrakov, 
Sergey S. Chernomorets, Karina 
Viskhadzhieva, Olga Tutubalina, 
and Markus Stoffel, “Debris Flows 
Triggered from Non-stationary Glacier 
Lake Outbursts: The Case of the 
Teztor Lake Complex (Northern Tian 
Shan, Kyrgyzstan),” Landslides 15, no. 
1 (2018): 83–98.

limited voiced concern with global 
climate change: Amanda E. Wooden, 
“Kyrgyzstan’s Dark Ages: Framing and 
the 2010 Hydroelectric Revolution,” 
Central Asian Survey 33, no. 4 (2014): 
463–81. Only environmentalists, 
botanists, and glaciologists mentioned 
and were worried specifically about 
global climate change.

discussing the climate in increasingly 
worrying tones: From participant 
observation and interview field 
research in Kyrgyzstan in 2018 and 
2019, funded by a Fulbright Global 
Scholar Award.

people protested about food: “Kazahstan: 
OSDP organizuet akcii protesta 
protiv povyshenija cen na produkty” 
[Kazakhstan: OSDP organizes protest 
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action against price increases for 
products], FerganaNews.com, October 
5, 2007, http://www.fergananews.
com/news/7288; Andrew E. Kramer, 
“Russia, Crippled by Drought, 
Bans Grain Exports,” New York 
Times, August 5, 2010, https://www.
nytimes.com/2010/08/06/world/
europe/06russia.html; “V Almaty 
proshel miting protiv povyshenija 
cen” [In Almaty there was a meeting 
against price increases], Radio 
Azattyq, October 19, 2013, https://rus.
azattyq.org/a/25141623.html.

shift investment away from the 
hydrocarbon industry: Natalie 
Koch and Veli-Pekka Tynkkynen, 
“The Geopolitics of Renewables in 
Kazakhstan and Russia,” Geopolitics 
26, no. 2 (2019): 1–20; Natalie Koch, 
The Geopolitics of Renewable Energy 
in Kazakhstan, CAP (Central Asia 
Program) Paper 211, September 
2018, https://centralasiaprogram.
org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/
Koch-CAP-Paper-September-2018.
pdf; Morgan Y. Liu, “Governance and 
Accumulation around the Caspian: A 
New Analytic Approach to Petroleum-
Fueled Postsocialist Development,” Ab 
Imperio 2018, no. 2 (2018): 169–98; 
Melisande F. M. Liu, and Till Pistorius, 
“Coping with the Energy Crisis: Impact 
Assessment and Potentials of Non-
Traditional Renewable Energy in Rural 
Kyrgyzstan,” Energy Policy 44 (2012): 
130–39.

Wind and solar power development: 
These projects were funded through 
the Clean Technology Fund (CTF) and 
EBRD. Interview with Natalie Koch 
in Dilshat Zhussupova, “Renewable 
Energy Potential Attracts Greater 
Investment to Kazakhstan, Says 
Scholar,” Astana Times, https://
astanatimes.com/2018/11/renewable-
energy-potential-attracts-greater-
investment-to-kazakhstan-says-scholar/.

social disruption from shifting energy: 
On the reason for introducing new 
tariffs, see interview with Natalie 
Koch in Zhussupova, “Renewable 
Energy Potential Attracts Greater 
Investment.”

coal prices are already beyond reach: 
Tobias Kraudzun, “Bottom-Up and 
Top-Down Dynamics of the Energy 
Transformation in the Eastern Pamirs 
of Tajikistan’s Gorno Badakhshan 
Region,” Central Asian Survey 33, 
no. 4 (2014): 550–65. Mandated 
energy supply changes and energy 
conservation plus removal of subsidies 
for fossil fuel industries might be more 
effective and more just than tariff 
changes, but would face industry 
opposition.

policy makers seek to expand coal 
mining: Various discussions with 
government officials from 2009 to 
2019, and comment by an economic 
consultant to the government of 
the Kyrgyz Republic during a panel 
on energy in Central Asia at Kings 
College, London, December 2018. 
Also, coal development is part of 
attracting investors in Uzbekistan 
and Afghanistan: “EBRD to Fund 
Projects in Energy, Utilities Sector in 
Uzbekistan,” Kazinform, October 12, 
2018, https://www.inform.kz/en/ebrd-
to-fund-projects-in-energy-utilities-
sector-in-uzbekistan_a3419769.

serious implications for displaced 
populations: See Jeanne Féaux de la 
Croix and Mohira Suyarkulova, “The 
Rogun Complex: Public Roles and 
Historic Experiences of Dam-Building 
in Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan,” Cahiers 
d’Asie centrale 25 (2015): 103–32, 
and Mohira Suyarkulova, “Between 
National Idea and International 
Conflict: The Roghun HHP as an 
Anti-colonial Endeavor, Body of the 
Nation, and National Wealth,” Water 
History 6, no. 4 (2014): 367–83, for 
discussion of the social impacts of 
Tajikistan’s Rogun dam construction.

Dam-altered ecosystems contribute 
to methane: Philip M. Fearnside, 
“Greenhouse Gas Emissions from 
Hydroelectric Dams: Controversies 
Provide a Springboard for Rethinking 
a Supposedly ‘Clean’ Energy Source. 
An Editorial Comment,” Climatic 
Change 66, no. 1–2 (2004): 1–8; Jin 
Zhang and Linyu Xu, “Embodied 
Carbon Budget Accounting System 



92 NOTES TO PAGES 568–571

for Calculating Carbon Footprint of 
Large Hydropower Project,” Journal 
of Cleaner Production 96 (2015): 
444–51; Jin Zhang, Linyu Xu, 
and Xiaojin Li, “Review on the 
Externalities of Hydropower: A 
Comparison between Large and Small 
Hydropower Projects in Tibet Based 
on the CO2 Equivalent,” Renewable 
and Sustainable Energy Reviews 50 
(2015): 176–85.

insects bringing fungus to these trees: 
Conversation with ecologist Emil 
Shukurov, Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, May 
2019.

difficulties for people relying on 
irrigated agriculture: Daniel 
Karthe, Sergey Chalov, and 
Dietrich Borchardt, “Water Resources 
and Their Management in Central 
Asia in the Early Twenty-First 
Century: Status, Challenges and 
Future Prospects,” Environmental 
Earth Sciences 73, no. 2 (2015): 
487–99.

damage caused by mining to glaciers: 
Amanda E. Wooden, “Images of 
Harm, Imagining Justice: Gold Mining 
Contestation in Kyrgyzstan,” in 
ExtrACTION: Impacts, Engagements, 
and Alternative Futures, ed. Kirk 
Jalbert, Anna Willow, David 
Casagrande, and Stephanie Paladino 
(New York: Routledge, 2017), 169–83.

environmental impact of extraction: 
Anthony Bebbington, “Underground 
Political Ecologies: The Second 
Annual Lecture of the Cultural and 
Political Ecology Specialty Group 
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Unbound: Why Self-Governance 
Works Better than You Think 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 2014).

self-governance is a purposeful strategy: 
James C. Scott, The Art of Not Being 
Governed: An Anarchist History of 
Upland Southeast Asia (New Haven, 
CT: Yale University Press, 2009).

“neighborhood” or simply “local.”: In 
urban areas, the term gozar or nohiya 
is used to signify a neighborhood 
(subsection) within a mahalla. The 
author has conducted village-based 
research across all three countries.

Community governance arrangements 
are defined: Arun Agrawal and 
Clark C. Gibson, “Enchantment 
and Disenchantment: The Role of 
Community in Natural Resource 
Conservation,” World Development 
27, no. 4 (1999): 629–49.

used to signify their esteemed status: 
Other terms in include oq soqol 
(“white beard,” Uzbek), rish safed 
(“white beard,” Persian), mu-ye safed 
(“white hair,” Persian), arbob, or 
amin. In addition to the term rais, 
in Afghanistan communities are 
increasingly using the term namayenda 
(“representative,” Persian).

a self-governing organization that has 
a range of responsibilities: Anna 
Cieślewska, Community, the State and 
Development Assistance Transforming 
the Mahalla in Tajikistan (Krakow: 
Archeobooks, 2015), 1.

organized on the principle of solidarity 
groups: Olivier Roy, The New Central 
Asia: Geopolitics and the Birth 
of Nations (New York: New York 
University Press, 2007).

place where groups come together: 
Cieślewska, Community, the State 
and Development Assistance; 

Murtazashvili, Informal Order and 
the State.

Customary leaders were killed in large 
numbers: Roy, Islam and Resistance in 
Afghanistan.

traditional roles these bodies played were 
modified: Sergei Poliakov, Everyday 
Islam: Religion and Tradition in Rural 
Central Asia (Armonk, NY: M. E. 
Sharpe, 1992).

mahallas have taken on substantial 
administrative roles: Eric W. Sievers, 
“Uzbekistan’s Mahalla: From Soviet 
to Absolutist Residential Community 
Associations,” Chicago-Kent Journal 
of International and Comparative 
Law 2, no. 1 (2002): 91–158.

targets those of Central Asian ethnicities: 
John Micklewright and Sheila Marnie, 
“Targeting Social Assistance in a 
Transition Economy: The Mahallas 
in Uzbekistan,” Social Policy and 
Administration 39, no. 4 (2005): 431–47.

suspicion that targeted welfare assistance: 
Victoria Koroteyeva and Ekaterina 
Makarova, “Money and Social 
Connections in the Soviet and Post-
Soviet Uzbek City,” Central Asian 
Survey 17, no. 4 (1998): 579.

formal mahalla committee members 
can play important roles: Johan 
Rasanayagam, Islam in Post-Soviet 
Uzbekistan: The Morality of 
Experience (New York: Cambridge 
University Press, 2011).

not been done in practice: Authors’ field 
observation.

more citizens believed that mahallas were 
accountable: According to the survey 
37 percent said mahalla leaders are 
accountable to citizens; this contrasts 
with 9 percent for jamaot council 
members, 6 percent for the jamoat 
council, and just 5 percent for the 
district administration.

mahalla committee had provided 
guidance to people in the community: 
Jennifer Brick Murtazashvili, 
“Evaluation Baseline Report: 
Tajikistan Local Governance 
Project Impact Evaluation,” internal 
document, United States Agency 
for International Development, 
Washington, DC, 2013.
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Women are also leading mahalla 
committees: Murtazashvili, 
Evaluation Baseline Report.

assumed it had withered away: Barnett 
R. Rubin, The Fragmentation of 
Afghanistan: State Formation and 
Collapse in the International System, 
2nd ed. (New Haven, CT: Yale 
University Press, 2002). 

vehicle to rebuild the social fabric: 
MRRD, “The Most Important 
Achievement of the NSP to Date,” 
accessed May 27, 2010, http://
www.nspafghanistan.org/Default.
aspx?Sel=103. 

distinct set of decision makers: In local 
languages, these elders, or “white 
beards,” share similar names to those 
in Uzbekistan and Tajikistan (rish 
safid, mu-ye safid, oq soqol, and 
arbob. In addition, Pashtun titles 
include malik and khan). Although 
these titles differ, over time there has 
been convergence in the role these 
individuals play in community and 
political life. Murtazashvili, Informal 
Order and the State in Afghanistan.

resilience of customary governing 
organizations: Jennifer Brick 
Murtazashvili, Survey on 
Political Institutions, Elections, 
and Democracy in Afghanistan 
(Washington, DC: Democracy 
International and United States 
Agency for International Development, 
2012).

took their dispute to customary 
community leaders: Individuals turned 
to shuras and elders (34.9 percent) or 
maliks and other customary leaders 
(22.6 percent). The Asia Foundation, 
A Survey of the Afghan People: 
Afghanistan in 2017 (Washington, 
DC: The Asia Foundation, 2017), 
https://asiafoundation.org/wp-content/
uploads/2017/11/2017_AfghanSurvey_
report.pdf.

Part VIII. Contexts of Aesthetics
29. Music

Will Sumits

speak a Turkic language: These include 
Kazakh, Kyrgyz, Uzbek, Turkmen, 

Karakalpak, Tatar, Bashkir, Uyghur, 
and others.

cultural pluralism that had long 
characterized the region: Islam 
took root in much of Transoxiana, 
including Bukhara, Samarkand, 
and Kokand, from the eighth to the 
tenth century. The spread of Islam to 
nomadic peoples of the Central Asian 
steppes began with the Qarakhānid 
dysnasty in the tenth century, but 
only became well established as the 
major religion of the area during the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 
See John Schoeberlein, “Islam in 
Central Asia and the Caucasus,” in 
The Oxford Encyclopaedia of the 
Islamic World, ed. John L. Esposito 
(New York: Oxford University Press: 
2009), 98–107.

early Soviet era sought to suppress both 
clan-based tribal identities: Identity 
construction in pre- and post-Soviet-
era Central Asia is a complex and 
multidimensional phenomenon. 
National and ethnic identities have 
been especially vulnerable to the 
changing political aims of policy 
makers. For a succinct overview 
of ethnic identity construction and 
revision, see Dávid Somfai Kara, “The 
Formation of Modern Turkic ‘Ethnic’ 
Groups in Central and Inner Asia,” 
Hungarian Historical Review 7, no. 1 
(2018): 98–110.

Music became a powerful medium in 
actualizing these objectives: Soviet 
strategists made a sharp distinction 
between “nationalism” and their own 
“Nationalities Policy.” According 
to the Soviet cultural ideology, 
“nationalism” was an imminent threat 
associated with separatism that could 
undermine the creation of the Soviet 
state. See Theodore Levin, “The 
Music and Tradition of the Bukharan 
Shashmaqām,” (PhD diss., Princeton 
University, 1984), 76. For a cogent 
survey of the role that music played 
in the early Soviet “Nationalities 
Policy,” see Marina Frolova-Walker 
and Jonothan Walker, Music and 
Soviet Power: 1917–1932 (New York: 
Boydell & Brewer, 2012).
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maqām refers to a musical mode: Here 
the term mode is not used in the 
conventional European sense but 
rather as the concept of mode common 
to western and South Asia, whereby 
a musical mode is identified not only 
by its scale type, intervallic structure, 
and tonic but also by its characteristic 
melodic movements, intervallic motifs, 
and other associated traits that imbue 
it with a distinct musical character and 
modal identity.

performance of art music: The term 
maqām appears in various local 
forms: muğam in Azerbaijan, muqam 
in Eastern Turkestan, makam in 
Turkey, maqām in the Arab world, 
etc. In Central Asia today, the term 
is transliterated as maqom. In this 
chapter maqom is used to refer to 
the classic traditions in Central Asia 
since the late eighteenth century, and 
maqām will refer to maqām theory 
and performance in the greater Middle 
East and Central Asia from the 
thirteenth to the eighteenth century.

today, maqom refers to a suite form: Here 
the term suite refers to a compound 
musical form that joins together 
multiple autonomous instrumental 
and vocal pieces into a multipart 
performance that is sequentially 
ordered according to traditional 
guidelines. The maqom suite is 
drawn from a repertoire of pieces 
that has accumulated over the past 
two centuries, perhaps longer. The 
instrumental pieces are performed 
first, and are drawn from a repertoire 
of instrumental pieces known as 
mushkilot. These are then followed 
by the vocal repertoire, known as 
nasr. The performance of a maqom 
suite in its entirety, with all associated 
repertoire, would take between one 
and two hours, but often shorter 
maqom suites will be performed, 
drawing on select pieces from the 
repertoire of a maqom.

central to the “science of music”: That 
music was considered a “science” in 
treatises up through the seventeenth 
century is indicative of the primary 
importance placed upon music theory. 

Its classification alongside other of 
the mathematical and natural sciences 
likely occurred through the translation 
of Greek and Syriac treatises, which 
had in turn incorporated much of 
their mathematical musical theory 
from Akkadian and Sumerian 
cuneiform sources of ancient 
Mesopotamia. See Anne Draffkorn 
Kilmer, “The Discovery of an 
Ancient Mesopotamian Theory of 
Music,” Proceedings of the American 
Philosophical Society 115, no. 2 
(1971): 131–49.

the “Systematist school” of music theory: 
The theorists of the Systematist school 
includes Safī ad-Dīn Urmawī (d. 1296), 
Qutb ad-Dīn Shirāzī (d. 1310), and ‘Abd 
al-Qādir Marāghī (d. 1435 in Herāt) and 
several others who were active in the 
Timurid court in Herāt through the end 
of the fifteenth century.

musicians active in Bukhara during 
the rule of the Shaybānid dynasty: 
Najmuddīn Kavkabī, a Bukharan 
astronomer and musician who had 
studied music in Herāt, tells us in 
his treatise on music (c. 1535) that he 
learned the “science of music” in Herāt 
from the well-known musician Khoja 
Yūsuf Burhān. The anonymous author 
of the Nihāl al-Aswāt (sixteenth 
century) also claims to have learned 
the “science of music” from musicians 
that were active in Herāt during the 
second half of the fifteenth century.

consists of six large suites of music: The 
term shashmaqom (shash is Persian for 
“six”) first appears in mid-nineteenth-
century poetry compilations (bayoz) 
that contain song texts of the six suites 
of the shashmaqom repertoire.

consists of four primary suites and a body 
of other “classic” songs: Chormaqom 
(Persian chahārmaqām, where chahār 
means “four”) is a common folk 
epithet for the tradition in Ferghana 
Valley. This name may be a vestige 
from the nineteenth or eighteenth 
century, as the current repertoire is 
more diversified and consists of many 
small suites that may have previously 
been parts of four larger suites prior to 
the twentieth century.
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assimilated into the Khivan tradition: 
According to the Khorezm Musiqī 
Tarikhchasi (1925) by Mulla Bekjon 
Rahmoni Og’li and Muhammad Yusuf 
Devonzoda, the Khivan musician 
Niyāzjān Khoja learned the entire 
shashmaqom tradition in Bukhārā and 
brought it back to Khorezm, where he 
taught it to his pupils and thus began 
the transmission of the shashmaqom 
to the next generations of the people of 
Khorezm. The authors of the Khorezm 
Musiqi Tarikhchasi make frequent 
reference to the shashmaqom tradition 
in Khorezm. They also acknowledge that 
after the recognition of a seventh, or at 
least ½ maqom, it began to be referred to 
as the yedi maqom, or alti-yarim maqom 
(Uzbek for “six and a half” maqom).

consist almost exclusively of Persian 
poems: There are a few isolated 
examples of Turkic verses included 
in some of the bayoz compilations, 
but the overwhelming majority of 
the poetic texts are in Persian. This 
does not suggest that the musicians 
and singers were necessarily Persian/
Tajik, but it is indicative of the long-
standing importance of Perso-Tajik 
as a literary language and reflects the 
substantial presence of the Persian/
Tajik population of Bukhara.

aims of these efforts was the creation of a 
national “Uzbek” identity: Theodore 
Levin, “The Reterritorialization of 
Culture in the New Central Asian 
States: A Report from Uzbekistan,” 
Yearbook for Traditional Music 25 
(1993): 51–59.

developed and implemented concepts 
of cultural and musical “heritage”: 
Alexander Djumaev, “Musical 
Heritage and National Identity in 
Uzbekistan,” Ethnomusicology 
Forum 14, no. 2 “Music and Identity 
in Central Asia” (Nov. 2005): 
168. Djumaev suggests the Soviet 
concept of “musical heritage” may 
have been introduced into academic 
usage in Uzbekistan by the Russian 
ethnographer Viktor Uspenskiy 
(1879–1949).

expression of the historically nomadic 
cultures: Oral tradition is used here 

to refer to customs and traditions 
transmitted orally, aurally, visually, 
and tactilely. For a general survey 
of the concept of “oral tradition” 
in music, see Anne McLucas, “Oral 
Tradition,” in Grove’s Dictionary 
of Music and Musicians, ed. Stanley 
Sadie (New York: Grove, 2001).

the epic consisted of more than five 
hundred thousand lines: Elmira 
Köchümkulova, “The Kyrgyz Epic 
Manas,” in The Music of Central Asia, 
ed. Theodore Levin, Sadia Daukeyeva, 
and Elmira Köchümkulova 
(Bloomington: Indiana University 
Press, 2016), 52–69.

competitions are the domain of a type of 
bard: In the past, this type of bard was 
not nominally distinguished from the 
epic singers known as ïrchï (Kyrgyz), 
or zhyrau (Kazakh), but the term 
aqïn was adopted in the nineteenth 
century from Persian (ākhūn). The 
term was further distinguished 
into two categories of aqïn. Those 
who composed written poetry were 
called jazgïch aqïn, while those who 
improvised oral poetry were called 
tökmö aqïn. See Elmira Köchümkulova 
and Jangül Qojakhmetova, “Aqyns and 
Improvised Poetry Competitions among 
the Kazakhs and Kyrgyz,” in Levin, 
Daukeyeva, and Köchümkulova, Music 
of Central Asia, 149–79.

impart their own style as they craft 
the melody: For a detailed discussion 
of Kyrgyz terme, see Elmira 
Köchümkulova, “Kyrgyz Wisdom Songs: 
Terme Yrlary,” in Levin, Daukeyeva, and 
Köchümkulova, Music of Central Asia, 
139–49. For further information on the 
terme of Kazakhstan, see János Sipos, 
Kazakh Folksongs from the Two Ends of 
the Steppe (Budapest: Akadémiai Kiadó, 
2001).

guided their expressive culture: To get a 
better understanding of the complex 
interaction of constructing ethnic 
and religious identities in Soviet and 
post-Soviet independent Kyrgyzstan, 
see Baris Isci Pembeci, “Religion and 
the Construction of Ethnic Identity in 
Kyrgyzstan,” Region 6, no. 1 (2017): 
133–52.
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a tradition of written poetry began to be 
cultivated: Köchümkulova, “Kyrgyz 
Epic Manas,” 151.

mass sedentarization of pastoral 
communities: For a more detailed 
discussion of musical change in 
Kazakhstan during the twentieth-
century Soviet period, see Asiya 
Ibadullaevna Muhambetova, “The 
Traditional Musical Culture of 
Kazakhs in the Social Context of the 
20th Century,” World of Music 37, no. 
3 (1995): 66–83.

30. Art

Aliya de Tiesenhausen

Chinese Central Asia and the Timurid 
and Turkmen dynasties: David 
J. Roxburgh, Turks: A Journey 
of a Thousand Years, 600–1600, 
exhibition catalog (London: Royal 
Academy of Arts, 2005).

part of the Venice Biennale: Ulan 
Djaparov and Viktor Misiano, 
eds., Art from Central Asia: A 
Contemporary Archive, exhibition 
catalog accompanying the Central 
Asian Pavilion at the Venice Biennale 
(Bishkek: Kurama Art, 2005).

British Museum opened a highly 
acclaimed exhibition: St John Simpson 
and Svetlana Pankova, eds., Scythians—
Warriors of Ancient Siberia, exhibition 
catalog (London: British Museum and 
Thames & Hudson, 2017).

one of the biggest concentrations of 
petroglyphs: Renato Sala and Jean-
Marc Deom, Petroglyphs of South 
Kazakhstan (Almaty: Laboratory of 
Geoarchaeology, 2005), 13.

well-known Russian Orientalist 
painter: Inessa Kouteinikova, “Vasily 
Vereshchagin’s War and Peace,” in 
Russia’s Unknown Orient: Orientalist 
Painting, 1850–1920, ed. Patty 
Wageman and Inessa Kouteinikova, 
exhibition catalog (Groningen and 
Rotterdam: Groninger Museum and 
NAi, 2010), 87.

Eastern influence on the Russian avant-
garde: John E. Bowlt, Nicoletta 
Misler, Evgenia Petrova, The Russian 
Avant-Garde: Siberia and the East, 

exhibition catalog accompanying the 
exhibition held at Palazzo Strozzi, 
Florence (Milan: Skira, 2013).

problematical relationship with the West: 
Jane A. Sharp, “Beyond Orientalism, 
Russian and Soviet Modernism on the 
Periphery of Empire,” in Russian Art 
and the West: A Century of Dialogue in 
Painting, Architecture and the Decorative 
Arts, ed. Rosalind P. Blakesley and 
Susan E. Reid (DeKalb: Northern Illinois 
University Press, 2007), 113.

mentor to an entire generation of 
painters: John E. Bowlt, “A Silken 
Whirlwind of Unbridled Colors,” in 
Alexander Volkov: Sun and Caravan, ed. 
Valery Volkov, Alexander Volkov, and 
Andrey Volkov (Moscow: Slovo, 2007), 8.

founders of the Uzbekistan School of 
Art: Andrey Volkov, “Alexander 
Volkov. His Art and Life,” in 
Alexander Volkov: Of Sand and Silk, 
ed. Meruyert Kaliyeva and Andrey 
Volkov, exhibition catalog (London: 
Christie’s, 2012), 10.

film about The State Art Museum of the 
Republic of Karakalpakstan: Amanda 
Pope and Tchavdar Georgiev, The 
Desert of Forbidden Art (Desert of 
Forbidden Art LLC, 2010), film.

works from Nukus was staged in France: 
Anne Coldefy-Faucar and Emmanuelle 
Dormoy, eds., Les Survivants de 
Sables Rouges: Art russe du Musée de 
Noukous. Ouzbekistan, 1920–1940, 
exhibition catalog (Paris: L’Inventaire 
and Conseil Regional Basse-
Normandie, 1998).

shown in the artist’s solo exhibition: 
Nadim Samman and Aliya Abykayeva-
Tiesenhausen, Rustam Khalfin: Seeing 
through the Artist’s Hand (London: 
White Space Gallery, 2007).

in the context of group exhibitions: 
Enrico Mascelloni and Valeria Ibraeva, 
Rosa Maia Flavo, eds, A Est di 
niente: arte contemporanea dall’Asia 
postsovietica/Contemporary Art from 
Post-Soviet Asia, exhibition catalog 
(Turin: Intergraph, Mappano, 2009). 
Dominik Czechowsky, Between 
Heaven and Earth: Contemporary Art 
from the Centre of Asia, exhibition 
catalog (London: Calvert 22, 2011).
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added to this grouping: At the Crossroads 
2: Contemporary Art from Istanbul to 
Kabul, a selling exhibition (London: 
Sotheby’s, 2014).

to characterize the period in Central 
Asian art: Alex Ulko, Key Trends 
and Figures in Contemporary Art 
in Central Asia, presentation at the 
Research Forum of the Courtauld 
Institute of Art, London, June 11, 2018.

exhibited in a private Azerbaijan 
pavilion: YARAT is a not-for-profit 
organization dedicated to nurturing 
an understanding of contemporary 
art and creating a hub for artistic 
practice, research, and thinking in 
the Caucasus, Central Asia, and the 
surrounding region. Based in Baku, 
Azerbaijan, YARAT (meaning “Create” 
in Azerbaijani) was founded by Aida 
Mahmudova in 2011. YARAT realizes 
its mission through an ongoing 
program of exhibitions, educational 
events, and festivals. YARAT 
facilitates exchange between local 
and international artistic networks, 
including foundations, galleries, and 
museums. YARAT: Contemporary 
Art Space, accessed January 17, 
2019, http://www.yarat.az/index.
php?lang=en&page=17&yrtMaincatID= 
18&yrtSubcatID=20.

dedicated to organizing exhibitions 
abroad: Unfortunately, although 
the exhibitions themselves attracted 
attention and discussion, the bureaucratic 
structures involved have collapsed, 
resulting in court cases and social media 
campaigns to return some of the works 
or cover the damage of others. Following 
the dissolution of the contemporary art 
department at the National Museum, 
the future of productive collaboration 
between contemporary artists and the 
state remains uncertain.

31. Literature

Rebecca Ruth Gould and Amier Saidula

This research has received funding from 
the European Union’s Horizon 2020 
Research and Innovation Programme 
under ERC-2017-STG Grant 
Agreement No. 750346.

considering the Uyghur an 
amalgamation: See James A. 
Millward, Eurasian Crossroads: A 
History of Xinjiang (London: Hurst, 
2007); Hodong Kim, Holy War 
in China: The Muslim Rebellion 
and State in Chinese Central Asia, 
1864–1877 (Stanford, CA: Stanford 
University Press, 2004); Susan J. 
Henders, ed., Democratization and 
Identity: Regimes and Ethnicity in 
East and Southeast Asia (Lanham, 
MD: Lexington Books, 2006).

alphabet may have been in use since 
the fourth and fifth centuries BCE: 
Ghayratjan Osman, Uyghur Klassik 
Edebiyati Qisqiche Tarikhi (Urumqi: 
Xinjiang Marip Nashiryati, 1992), 64.

evolved into the modern Yugur: Wang 
Penglin, Linguistic Mysteries of 
Ethnonyms in Inner Asia (Lanham, 
MD: Lexington Books, 2018), 190.

composed in the Old Uyghur alphabet: 
Qurban Wali, “Turpandin Tepilghan 
milady 5- asirdiki Uyghur Yeziqi,” 
in Madanyet Yadikarliqliri, vol. 1 
(Urumchi: Xinjiang Halq Nashiryati, 
1981).

Mongol, Khitan, and Manchu alphabets 
were also based: Osman, Uyghur 
Klassik Edebiyati Qisqiche Tarikhi, 
63.

provides detailed accounts of the 
ingredients used: Mahmud Kashgari, 
Divan Lughat-al-Turk [modern 
Uyghur version translated and edited 
by Abdusalam Abbas et al.] (Urumqi: 
Xinjiang Khalq Nashiyati, 1988), 
1:559.

reports on cuisine, kinship, and folk 
medicine: Frederick S. Starr, Lost 
Enlightenment: Central Asia’s Golden 
Age from the Arab Conquest to 
Tamerlane (Princeton, NJ: Princeton 
University Press, 2014), 312.

appointed to rule over mankind: Starr, 
Lost Enlightenment, 310.

given to him by heaven: Kashgari, Divan 
Lughat-al-Turk, 1:455.

a mirror for princes who taught political 
wisdom: Yusup Khass Hajib, Wisdom 
of Royal Glory (Kutadgu Bilik): A 
Turko-Islamic Mirror for Princes, 
trans. and ed. Robert Dankoff 
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(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 
1983.

In the hands of ignorant dynasties fall: 
Kutat-ku bilik, verse 2027, in Yusup 
Khass Hajib, Kutat-Ku Bilik, parallel text: 
transcription and translation into modern 
Uyghur by Abdurehim Otkur, Ahmad 
Ziyayi, and Memetimin Yusup (Urumchi: 
Xinjiang Halq Nashiryati, 1985).

even the timid become fearless: Kutat-ku 
bilik, verse 2045, in Hajib, Kutat-Ku 
Bilik, parallel text.

Suppression is fire: Kutat-ku bilik, verse 
2032, in Hajib, Kutat-Ku Bilik, 
parallel text.

If you wish to rule forever: Kutat-ku bilik, 
verse 2033, in Hajib, Kutat-Ku Bilik, 
parallel text.

in our language this is the only one: 
Kutat-ku bilik, section B, verse 73, in 
Hajib, Kutat-Ku Bilik, parallel text.

remember praying for me: Kutat-ku bilik, 
section B, verse 75, in Hajib, Kutat-Ku 
Bilik, parallel text.

Like a nightingale on the rosebush at 
dawn: Rudaki, Abu ‘Abd Allah Ja‘far 
ibn Muhammad, Divan Rudaki 
Samarqandi, ed. Sa‘id Nafisi (Tehran: 
Negah, 1997), 65.

This literature is without counterpart: 
On Mas‘ud-i Sa‘d, see Sunil Sharma, 
Persian Poetry at the Indian Frontier: 
Mas‘ud Sa‘d Salmân of Lahore (Delhi: 
Permanent Black, 2001). On the Persian 
prison poem genre, see Rebecca Gould, 
“Wearing the Belt of Oppression: 
Khāqānī’s Christian Qaṣīda and the 
Prison Poetry of Medieval Shirvān,” 
Journal of Persianate Studies 9, no. 1 
(2016): 19–44.

Georgian poets who imitated Persian: 
For the Georgian khamsa of Teimuraz 
(which includes Georgian versions 
of Leyla and Majnun and Khusrow 
and Shirin), see Rebecca Gould, 
“Sweetening the Heavy Georgian 
Tongue: Jāmī in the Georgian-
Persianate Ecumene,” in Jāmī in 
Regional Contexts, ed. Thibaut 
d’Hubert and Alexandre Papas 
(Leiden: Brill, 2018), 802–32.

Kashgari tried to persuade his ruler and 
patron: Starr, Lost Enlightenment, 
305.

composed under the influence of his 
patron: Turkhan Ganjah’i, 1387/2008–
9, “Muqaddimeh-i mutarjem,” 
in Muhakamat al-lughatayn, ed. 
Turkhan Ganjah’i and Ruqayyah Nuri 
(Tehran: Intisharat-i Andishah-i Naw), 
12.

love for his native language: Ruqayyah 
Nuri, 1387/2008–9, “Muqaddimeh,” 
in Muhakamat al-lughatayn, 6.

they should have composed most in their 
own tongue: Mir ‘Ali Shir Nawa’i, 
1387/2008–9, in Muhakamat al-
lughatayn, 45.

Abai’s ethnographic orientation is 
paralleled in Uyghur: Mollah Musa 
Sayrami, Tarikhi Aminiya (Urumqi: 
Xinjiang Halq Nashiryati, 2000); 
Mollah Musa Sayrami, Tarikhi 
Hamidi (Beijing: Milletler Nashiryati, 
2007).

circulated widely throughout the Soviet 
period:  Sadriddin ‘Ayni, Yoddoshtho, 
vols. I–IV (Stalinabad: Nashriethi 
Davlatii Tojikiston, 1949–54).

the first major scholarly research on 
this text: Osman, Uyghur Klassik 
Edebiyati Qisqiche Tarikhi, 39.

a watershed moment in Soviet Central 
Asian literature: Keith Hitchins, 
“CENTRAL ASIA xv. Modern 
Literature,” Encyclopædia Iranica, vol. 
3, 235–40, http://www.iranicaonline.
org/articles/central-asia-xv.

arrested and executed at the height 
of Stalin’s purges: For English 
translations of these authors, see 
William L. Hanaway, ed. Evading 
Reality: The Devices of ‘Abdalrauf 
Fitrat, Modern Central Asian 
Reformist, trans. and ed. Edward A. 
Allworth (Leiden: Brill, 2002); and 
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Night and Day, trans. and ed. 
Christopher Fort (Boston: Academic 
Studies, 2019).

in an effort to evoke Stalin’s purges and 
in an allusion: Zaynab Mukhammad-
Dost, interview with Hamid Ismailov, 
“On ‘The Devils’ Dance’ and Other 
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18, 2018, http://voicesoncentralasia.
org/hamid-ismailov-the-devils-dance-
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Hamad Ali, “Tajikistan, In Other 
Words,” Guardian, October 16, 
2009, https://www.theguardian.com/
commentisfree/2009/oct/16/tajikistan-
russian-language-identity.

great affairs in the order of the world: 
‘Aruzi, Nizami, Chahar maqala, ed. 
M. Qazwini (Berlin, 1927), 30.

32. Film

Michael Rouland

Central Asian film is rich and 
complicated: This chapter is based 
in part on my “An Historical 
Introduction,” in Michael Rouland, 
Gulnara Abikeyeva, and Birgit 
Beumers, eds., Cinema in Central 
Asia: Rewriting Cultural Histories 
(London: I. B. Tauris, 2013), 1–30. 
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Cinéma d’Asie Central Soviétique 
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Lenin, “Iz zapisok V. I. Lenina po 
kino-delu,” January 17, 1922, in Kino-
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Lenin, Collected Works (Moscow: 
Progress, 1971), 42:388–89.
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and in the East: Aleksandr Gak, ed., 
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Youngblood, “The Fate of Soviet 
Popular Cinema during the Stalin 
Revolution,” Russian Review 50, no. 2 
(1991): 148–62.
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kinokultura.com/2016/51r-shlagbaum.
shtml. Also, Svetlana Romashkina, 
“Manifest ‘Partizanskogo kino’ 
god spustia,” Vlast, July 30, 2015, 
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Case VIII-A. Soviet Cultural 
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Artemy M. Kalinovsky

theatrical productions will raise the 
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театр!.’ Рахимзода обязал сотрудников 
милиции посещать театры,” Радио 
Озоди April 11, 2017, https://rus.
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nationalized and acquired a xenophobic 
component: Mana Kia, Persianate 
Selves: Memories of Place and Origin 
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Stanford University Press, 2020.)
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Concept of Kul’turnost’: Notes on 
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Stalinism: New Directions, ed. Sheila 
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(Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 
2000).
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USSR (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University 
Press, 2015), 181.

a Muslim anthropology of man: Ira 
M. Lapidus, “Knowledge, Virtue, 
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California Press, 1998), 21.
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19th–21st Centuries: The Foundations 
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Moral education became a “subject of 
its own”: Von Kügelgen, “Moral 
Education in Central Asia,” 85.
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“The Oil Lamp and the Electric Light: 
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Kritika 22, no. 1 (2021): 107–36.
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be used: Transcript of a Meeting 
Regarding the Office of Arts in 
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of Contemporary History (RGANI), F. 
962, op 3, d. 581.

this music comes from the people: 
Transcript of a Meeting Regarding 
the Office of Arts in Tajikistan, 1939. 
RGANI, F. 962, op 3, d. 581.
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Archive of the Communist Party of 
Tajikistan (ACPT) F3, op 205, d. 69, 
25.
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example, Central State Archive of the 
Republic of Tajikistan (CSAT) F 1483, 
op 4, d. 100.

Tajik artists and directors opened 
new theaters: See A. Sayfulloev, 
ed., Ednomai Mahmud Vohidov 
(Dushanbe: Irfon, 1982).

think of themselves as part of a cultural 
sphere that extended: On the Persian 
“cosmopolis,” see James Pickett, 
Polymaths of Islam: Power and 
Networks of Knowledge in Central 
Asia. (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University 
Press, 2020).
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RGANI, f 5., op 35, d. 225, ll. 5–10.

Moscow gives orders and you just follow: 
Asozoda Khudoinazar, Afghonistoni 
shohy (Dushanbe: Devashtich, 2002), 286.

beliefs were not without influence: 
Khudoinazar, Afghonistoni shohy, 
291.

adopting the more formal literary 
language: Kalinovsky and 
Scarborough, “Oil Lamp and the 
Electric Light.”

Case VIII-B. Sound, Aesthetics, and 
Instrumental Variance in Dutar 
Ensembles in Tashkent

Tanya Merchant

manifestations of the dutar: For more 
information on the Turkmen dutar, 
see David Fossum, “Westernizing 
Reform and Indigenous Precedent 
in Traditional Music: Insights from 
Turkmenistan,” Ethnomusicology 
59, no. 2 (2015): 202–26. For more 
information on the Karakalpak dutar, 
see Frederic Leotar’s liner notes 
in G’ayrat O’temuratov and Azat 
Seyilxanov, Music of the Golden 
Sands: Songs and Melodies from 
Karakalpak Bards (2012), Pan (Ethnic 
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except in Afghanistan, where innovations 
have led: In Afghanistan, those dutars 
that have added strings on them are 
not renamed for their new string 
number. I believe this stems from 
the fact that chortar (four-string) 
and panjtar (five-string) are already 

instrument names, as well as the fact 
that the dutar began in all of these 
countries and contexts as a two-
stringed instrument. Adding strings 
does not change its original identity. 
For more information on Afghan 
versions of the dutar, see John Baily, 
“Recent Changes in the Dutar of 
Herat,” Asian Music 8, no. 1 (1976): 
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Blacking, “Research on the Herati 
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strummed: For a more thorough 
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reconstructed versions of the dutar, see 
Tanya Merchant, Women Musicians 
in Uzbekistan: From Courtyard to 
Conservatory (Urbana: University of 
Illinois Press, 2015).

for use in Soviet concert halls: For 
more information on the creation of 
instruments for Uzbek folk orchestras, see 
A. Odilov, O’zbek Xalk Cholg’ularida 
Ijrochilik Tarixi [The history of Uzbek 
folk orchestral performance], (Tashkent: 
O’qituvchi, 1995).

who perform the dutar and sing: Multiple 
musicians explained to me that 
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associations of dutar ensembles with 
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in Afghan and other cultures, see 
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traditional tuning or equal temperament: 
Equal temperament has been the 
standard tuning system used in Western 
art music (and later, popular music) 
since the early nineteenth century.

necessary not to separate: Personal 
interview, August 5, 2009.

Roza opa’s arrangement of “Ayvon”: R. 
M. Hodjayeva (Hozhieva), arranger 
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in Dutorim Sozim Manim [My dutar, 
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1999), 57–60.
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Georgy Mamedov
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(London: Zero Books, 2009), 2.
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From Ursula Le Guin’s speech at the 
National Book Awards ceremony, 2014.
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antagonistic: Slavoj Žižek, The 
Sublime Object of Ideology (London: 
Verso, 2009), 142.
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any contradictions: Žižek, Sublime 
Object of Ideology, 142.
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gomoseksual-nost/.
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Metamorphoses of Science Fiction: 
On the Poetics and History of a 
Literary Genre (New Haven, CT: Yale 
University Press, 1979).

free development of each is the condition: 
Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, The 
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Verso, 2012), 62.
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Nota bene: The ideas expressed in this 
chapter reflect those of the authors’ 
personal views and do not necessarily 
represent those of the US government 
or any institution with which they are 
affiliated.

which of the things doesn’t fit here: 
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