
Contents

I. Close Formation
Hostilities  3

Motherland-In-Law  4

Close Formation  5

You Know Something Isn’t Right  6

Looking Upwards  7

Don’t Tsar It  8

In Mid-Air  9

Ninety Years a Grove  11

Out of the Fog  12

Famine  13

Indigene  14

Huachuma, the Flesh of the Gods  16

Limboed  17

Sea Oranges  18

Eva / Ewig  19

Hail, Victoria!  20

A Collage Has a Thousand Mouths  21

Down the Grete Stern’s Well  22

Yves Tanguy  23

Hannah and Other Palindromes  24

Stone  25



vi

II. Genius loci temporisque 
Incendiary Innocence  29

The Isle in the Haze  30

Finlandia  31

Slab Replacement, Lubyanka  32

Calabria (1)  33

Calabria (2)  34

Calabria (3)  35

Ionica  36

Aeolia  37

Full-Stop Land  38

Ithaca  39

Tibet  40

Caucasus  41

Naregno, Elba  42

Montparnasse  43

Recanati  44

Tristram of Cornwall  45

El corazón  46

The Art of Unskying People  47

The Black River  48



vii

III. Slanting Through 
Polonaise  51

Decembering Through  52

Debt   53

Junk  54

Pheme  55

An Identikit  56

Plant Silence  57

Slanting Through  58

Equus  59

Lockdown  61

Music for the Virus  62

Something You Should Know  63

Mene, Tekel, Fares  64

Tutelage  65

Evergreen  66

One-Way Life  67

Oculus oculorum  68

Afterglow  69

Ship of Fools  70

The Pilgrim’s Progress from Bedford Gaol to 
the Strait Gates  71



viii

Arnold Schönberg  
   1. Ninety-Ninth Exhalation of Exile  72
   2. A Tide Gauge  73
   3. Pelléas et Mélisande  74
   4. Transfigured Night  75

The Cornerstone of Tomorrow  76

Acknowledgments  79


