
CONTENTS

Acknowledgments xi

Introduction 3

Chapter 1: The Place of Desire in Rational Egoism 17

Chapter 2: Selfishness of Soul: Happiness Needs No Permission 36

Chapter 3: Independence 51

Chapter 4: The Egoistic Value of Self-Esteem 79

Bridging Our Questions 105

Chapter 5: Self-Interest: A Flourishing Life 107

Chapter 6: Rational Egoism: Living for Happiness 137

Conclusion 176

Notes 179

Selected Bibliography 233

Index 243




