
Contents

Foreword	 vii

José Casanova

Introduction. Catholicism as a Question on Family	 3

Michel Chambon and James Ponniah

Part I. Negotiating Marriages Within an Interfaith World

Chapter 1. Catholicism, Family, and Religious Conversion Due 
to Marriage in Manggarai, Flores, Eastern Indonesia	 25

Fransiska Widyawati

Chapter 2. Interfaith Practices in Eastern Indonesia: 
Asymmetric Marriage Alliance, Conversions, and Christian-
Muslim Cohabitation Among the Riung of Flores	 39

Nao-Cosme Remon

Chapter 3. Cautioners, Defenders of Faith, Accompaniers: 
Catholic Priests’ “Living Catholicism” and Interfaith Marriages 
in Mumbai, India	 56

Namita N. Manohar

Part II. Clerical Consecration as Kinship Relation

Chapter 4. Being the Obedient Daughters: The Imagination of a 
Catholic Family in Kerala’s Women’s Congregations	 75

Anu K. Antony



vi

Chapter 5. The Church in Their House: A Case of Naturalizing 
Priestly Celibacy in Singapore’s Chinese Catholic Families	 90

Bryan Benjamin Goh Yu Xian

Chapter 6. Cooking as Kinship: Religious Familism, Heritage 
Foods, and the Jesuit Kitchen During Pandemic Japan	 109

Allen J. Kim

Part III. Asian Catholic Families Across Generations

Chapter 7. Rejuvenating the Symbolic Family in Crisis: Religion 
and Kinship Among the Catholic Amis of Taiwan	 127

Shu-Ling Yeh and Sin Wen Lau

Chapter 8. We Are All Children of God: Conversion as a  
Re-Semantization of the Chinese Family Structure	 143

Marco Lazzarotti

Chapter 9. Malaysian Tamil Catholic Families, Saints, and 
the Shifting Sands of the Sacred Storehouse of Communal 
Memory	 159

Shanthini Pillai

Chapter 10. Kinship as Caste Politics: An Anthropological 
Study of Caste Endogamy and Marriage Among Catholics of 
South India	 174

Ashok Kumar Mocherla

Notes	 189

References	 195

Contributors	 221

Index	 225


